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THE TOWER TRAGEDY

CHAPTER XVIIL "

Parris waked, Drake

" was standing beside the bed
tH- m breakiast tray.

s fe's dead, Parris”

L s opened his mouth but he
] 't make o sound.

er father killed her—and

ruln everything If you don't
witch out. It's not your fault
He must have been craxy.”
. "Drake—I've got to go and find
out—"
' Oh, no you don'tl You stay
t here, and Il go. But—
it, kid, don't you see you
might get mixed vp in this some

Wway?
§ "FEH. we've got to tell them.

1 T swear, I'll knock your head
foose if you don't do what I tell
you. Listen—just as a favor to
me, let me go downtown, and 11
gome right back. If everyihing
Jooks all right, you can go outl

Now, you promise
me?"

L] L

didn't come back until

: noon., He looked hot and

tired.
. “It's all right, kid, as far as
you're concernsd.”
not the gquestion. I
ean, did you find out why he
lled her?"
! “No, His Jetter—he left a Jetter
on his study table—didn't tell any
reason at all. He just explained
that he had killed her and was
going to kill himself.”
“Is that all?"
“There was a letter addressed

“Left it to mel

ml'l

"'No explanation at all. Colonel
asked all

Why? What

were a real part of your life, all
in one week. Parris felt old,
spent,. He was thankful for
Drake's friendly assurance in the
d-lysthuttnliow.ed..

1o return to Dr. Tower's study
for his notebooks and the letters
from Vienna about his schooling,
That night he was about to pack
the composition books away when
he noticed one, thicker than the
others, closely wrilten in Dr.
Tower's small, difficult handwrit-

killed them both, or was at least
as much to blame as the hand of
Dr. Towet, Somewhere else—in a
city—some place where his mind
would have been appreciated, his
genius welcomed, and his strange-
ness overlooked for the sake of
both, surely Dr, Tower would have
found . . .

And Cassie! There might have
been a normal girthood for her in
a kinder environment, Here, locked
away from everyone—from woulds
be friends as well as jealous, gos-
sipy Gordons—what chance had
she been given for rationality?

He closed the notebook and
passed his hand over his eyes in
the old gesture.

- 4 »
PARRIS and Drake stood on the
little station platform. They
felt st and awkward.

A girl came through the station
door and stood looking about, She
was very pretty in a husky, forth-
right fashion. She saw Drake and
her gray-blue eyes smiled.

Drake &zmed, *“Why, Randy

“You going away?™

“Parris is goleg to Europe™

Drake was looking very steadily
at Randy. A slow warmth of
color rose under her deep tan.
Drake took her by the arm. “Ges,
Randy, I bet you're the prettiest
girl in the world!™

There was a bustle and a quite
unnecessary hurry about the
place as the train of two coaches
clanked to a standstill.

Parris stood on the rear plat-
form and looked back through
the thick smudge of acrid train
smoke as the station slowly re-

b Drake gave a deep sy,

“Ha's a nice boy, im't he!™

*The very best. Well—there he
goes. Four years! Gosh!™ He
turned, and his stiffened features
achieved something of hiz old
faunlike grin. “Say—my buggy's
down here. How about coming
for a ride?™

“All right™ she said, “let's.™

(To Be Continued)

No Bananas
Banana oil has no connection
with bananas outside of its ba-
nana-like odor. In reality, it is
isoamyl acetate, which is pro-
duced by the union of certain
acetle acids with amyl alcohol,

All federnl employes must pay
income taxes, including the
president and congressmen, ex.
cept federal judges who took
office before June, 1932,
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8TH AND MAIN

THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William
, Ferguson

NEW ORLEANS
IN 1812, THE
BRITISH BUILT
FORTIFICATIONS
WITH BARRELS
OoF SUGAR,
BELIEVING THEY
WOULD STOP

call; deer, favm.

ANSWER: Beaver, kitten; hare, leveret; wolf, whelp; elephant,

NEXT: “This way fo the egress.”

ing.

Parris stared at it for a mo-
ment, He wondered if he had a
right to read It. It was elearly
a sort of confidentisl record. Cer-
tainly, Parris thought, he, more
than anyone else, had a right to
know what led up to the tragic
outcome of that mysterious night,

He turned tHe lamp up a little.
Drake had gone to bed. Then he
began fo read, , . . .~

H# grew heavier of heart ns
the pages turned. This was an-
other man than the one who satl
and taught him clearly and me-
thodically, This was the samel
brain, but functioning in an allo-
gether different and frightening
manner. It was the brain of a bril-
liat mad man—a man who killed!
his wife when her mind snapped;
who killed hiz daughter because
her mental unbalance was grow=
ing worse with the years; who
ook his own 1ife becuuse he know

that he was coldly, clearly insane.!

An arrogant and intrepid intel-
ligence flared through the pages,
sometimes wandering, sometimes
driven willtully, along dangerous
wiys. - The Gordons, there had
been mo doubt for Dr. Tower,
were to blame because he was
refused .a post at the asylum.
From then on he had fed on the
bitterness of his own salitude,
consoled himself with the assure
unces of his own superiority, and
noted witly iey detachment that
his own abpormalcy flowered in
Cossandra.

Patris shuddered, Kings Row, he

fell vaguely —na'rrow, spiteful,
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OUT OUR WAY

By J. R. Williams
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By Fred Harman
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