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CHAPTER 1 jused fo have a dream. 1'd got

man ot the crossroads g
came out to the pump,
he

II‘B‘E

pery

*Why, it's Mom Baumer™
mid. “Hiya, MomI"

“mﬂ. pal,® I mmid., *Fill her |

"M‘u-l be five years since I scen '
you,” he sald.
"All of that,” 1 -1d. You've
a md memory.”
h, nobody ever forgets you,
Hom.' he sald,
guess that's right, too. T'm a
lnﬁ. o! institution on the roads. He
took a gander at my trailer,
“How's the feed trade?™ he
and. belng polite.
he was polishing the
"kldi'hle!d I said, “What's this 1
bear sbout Tambay Plantation?”
“It's right™ he eaid. “Life
among the ruins. Poor relation.”
“What sori?"”
*Yankee. Keeps herself {o her- |

“Would she take in a tourist, do
you reckon?’
"’led the White ‘H’nuse"lhe
y-ld. “Tambay's still Tambay."
‘Okay, pal,” 1 saic. “But that's
where I bunk fonight. I've got a
pu'l.!cuh.r reason Ior wanting to
L

Cumlng into Tambay Plantation

I rolled along quietly. Opposite
the mansion 1 dropped the trailer,
 Before turning in at the big en~
trance, I switched off my lights |
What with the rain and the wind,
there wasn't much danger of my
heard before I was ready. I

got but of the car and hung a
gadget of mine that had been a
good old standby many a time
when I wanted a lodging, on the

gatepost.
the untended shrub-
between the live oaks I could
make out Tambay Mansion, It was
like a fired old lady, tired of ev=
erything, even of pride, but with
the everlasting guts to keep her
chin up against all comers, no
matier how shabby and sad and
she might be. Well, I was
a little like that myself,
after 10 years on the road. I could

use some rest.
- @ @

rich, and I'd bought Tambay, and
in 'Iu

T could see mysell sittin
drawing room in a do
gown with a brooch,
finger to nan old, silver
darky, and saying in a

1)
feteh

voice, 'You may now the
juleps, Erastus) Do yout wo n. er
I got a kick out of las t night?

“You couldn't sit in the drawing
room now,” she sald with a sort
of sigh in her throat

*“No?” 1 eaid.

“Nothing to sit on. It's all lwm
sold to the antique hunters. Be-
fore 1 got here”

*The place wouldn't be for sale,
muybe?"™

.\'ol if I can help it." Her face
went quiet and seeret, There were
things back of the look that she
didn't want to think about

“Mind if 1 snoop around a lt=
le?”

“Go anywhere xou

After breakfast
fiy-rod and went
bay Bend to get am
dinner, leaving me wi
Gullahs, 1've always mod 3
life on the fella that made a big

success minding his own business, |

What I mean io say, I never ask
questions except, of course, when
I want to find out so*:rtl-lrs: Be-
cause what other way is 1‘::'\“
I went to work on Ollic and Nol-
lie.

“How long have you girle been
here?"

“UIs? We been livin' heah sence
Mist' Clement Maurie's time.™

“With Miss Judson?”

“Oh, no'm! Miss Jane Ann, sho
on'y been heah a little picce, She

lot ua stay on cause we aln' got no
othah place 10 ut. An' she goita
have sumbuddy.*

“Hasn't she got any folks?™

“No'm. Mer pa an’ ma was
killed in a necident, 1 don’ reckon
she bad no othah kin, Ier ma
was n Maurle. ‘That's how-come
she helred Tambay."”

Well, 1 looked the place over

ed a sweet spot for my
tweenn tond amd river, a

| hi ] land with nice trees.

*m l towed the traller in and wns
| ready for Miss Jane Ann when she
} came back.
{To Be Continued)
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! GooGAN 18 ALL Yours ! Yoo won
YOURSELF THE TOUGHEST
BRUIGER SINCE JEM MACE wstan
HITG A MAN LIKE LOADED DicE /
e EV'RY TIME SOE LOVIS HEARS

A HIS NAME  HE GOES TO BED WiTH
ACHILL , TALKIN E%,—»
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WELL , T THOUGHT THIS Wne A
POKER GAME, BUT e srenN
PARC HL'\I.-M-— ME WASTIN' Ay
TALENTS Gl HOURS TO WIN
#3750 AN' A HEAVYWR(GHT/
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WHY,

I REMEMBER
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Hrul” fn D Ve
MATE UP MY M
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ER»-W‘HY. watie!
HAVE YOU FORGOTTEM
ME T OF COURSE, |
WAS OMLY & KID--

WHY, YES,
KATIE-- 184’
A DOCTOR-

AT LEAST

COULD BRING
WHAT DID You
COME HERE FORT

1o SPY o mel

YOU PERFECTLY, KATIE-
LITTLE PIGTAILS -~ WHY
IT WAS OfLY

IT COULD
HAVE BEEM
/A HUMDRED -

E-Mmmm.m
hard, honest knock. The light
moved and the door opened,

o “Who is {177 BUT | REMEMBER THIZTY YEARS AGO SO YOUR 4 " - Tc ! 1o
b/ 5 I was all set for a scrawny old-' YOU--ARENT YOU OF S0 --- : o &c-r}ﬁe IMmSUéEF'-OﬁTD Sltﬁ?ﬁlf%;g {\,.:E |
< mald type with slit-cyes and a SORG ORI e, | POV, EHT ™ MOCK me !

wasn't it, at all. The volce didn't
bave a poor relation whine, either,
“Could I get a room?" 1 said.
“No," she said. “You're in the
[wrong place.”
v "I'onruts Accommodated,” I
" “Going to make a liar out
&4 n( your sign?”
' She got an umbrella and we
sloshed through the long grass. I
switched my pocket flash onto the
:‘.l::e where I'd done my picture-

ging.
“What about 147" I said.
. Instead of
up a hand and felt the
back of my sign l\lmnlly,
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#  hadn't had time to get wet. No-
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- 34 I guessed that mnybe the didn't
I, have entire confidence in me. So
5 1 put the spotlight on myself.
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