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® SERIAL STORY

HIS CHRISTMAS CAROL

BY ADELAIDE HAZELTINE

COPYRIGHT, 1841,
NEA BERAVICE, INC.

THE §TORY ) The trvrms of An-
Dearborn’s will specifying

that his secrcinry Carsl, nnd five
,@iher rmployes, whnll judge
whether or not his playboy sam
Andy s running the bosiness ac=
earding te his father's poliey of
#gervien (o the peaple,” put Carol,
who bkas loved Andy sinee girl-
hnod, In & difcult spat. Although
the will has not been Ffonnd, C 1
knowas ite terms, snd her heart
sinks when Andy, carvenily In=-
yolved with aleek Lindn Jullan,

furas managcmen! over 18 un-
srrupuious Mr, Herrlok, whose
ouly Iden in to make money. She
knows 1hknt uniess Andy shows
mors Weart ke will lose ithe
wtnre 1o charliy by wote af the
'{Hr," his Inte favher's will pro-
wided for. VPenny-pinching Her-
rick turns duwn 1 Neces, an
employe in love wiith Uarel. on
repairs for the toyland eclevator,
As UMerriek's policies begin  to
tnke thelr tell, Carel makes cash
adjustments to several eustomers
to uphold the =tore's repoiation,
Eneowing It will gei her in iroubls
with Herrlok but will stand Andy
tn good siend when the will is
found. Day before Christmns the
toyland eclevator falls, Injuring
newsboy Xickr. Duck-passing
Merrick fres i T Carel and
her roommate, Mary, go (o s¢o
Nicky om Christmos day, find
Andy there, Afier he has gone,
Kicky lenrns from them that Dill
was not (o blame for the elevator

HERRICK TAKES THE CREDIT

CHAPTER X

4T'VE been to Mr. Benson's office

ugaln, Caral,” Andy sald when
he came to the office the day after
Christmas. “They tell me all my
father's affairs will be tied up un-
less we can find the will. In the
meantime the court wants some
kind of record of the store’s assets
on the day of his death.,”

“Qur annual inventory starts
Monday after New Year's, Andy.
That's a week from Monday."” Ehe
could talk of it calmly now. If the
will weren't found, inventory need
hold no terror for her. “That will
give us the stock on hand. Then
we can add the sales since Mr.
Dearbern's death and subtract the
invoices to get the amount in the
store the day he died

“That sounds complicated, but
#t should =atisfy them” Andy
agreed. “What record do we keep
of the inventory?"

“Mr. Dearborn was old-fash-
foned enough to keep a big ledger
for each year. It lists overything
he inventoried. The ledgers are
in the veult Mr. Dearborn always
referred to the preceding year to
compare figures.”

“Last year's record, then, would
give the lawyers some idea of
what to expect, wouldn't §t2"

“Yes. The 1940 ledger is on top.
Shall I get it for you?"

|
“No. 1don't need it yet. I know
the combination of the vault if it's |

that big one on fourth floor,”
“Then*you can get it any time
you want if, Andy."
They had been too sbscrbed in

Ahe conversation to notice that a
jcustomer had entered the office.
{Carol saw her first and recognized
ther as Mrs. Milligan of the sweat-
ter epizode,

Mra, Milllgan was smiling, “Is
®r, Dearborn busy?"”

"No-0," Caral sald doubtfully,
dooking at Andy. She wanted to
say something to prepare him for
the visit. But she had no time.

“Oh, Mr. Dearborn!" Mrs. Milll-
gan held & white gloved hand
toward him. “I want to thank you
for your courieous letter and the
check for the sweater. It shows
you're doing the right thing, After
all it wasn't so much the $3.95 as
the principle of it. Your father
used to say, "'The customer is al-
ways right, Mrs, Milllgan' 1 zee

ou're following in his footsteps.
iYour father was a fine man, Mr.
Dearborn.”

Andy waa too perplexed to an-
awer.,

“l want to take back all that I
sald about not setting my foot in
your store again, young man. You
€an count on me for a customer.”

“That’s fine, Mrs. Milligan,” he
managed to say. “I'm glad Dear-
born's was of service to you."

Mra, Milifgan Jaft snd Carol
iwalted tensely for Andy to ask
ther about the incident. What could
ishe tell him? That she had dis=-
megarded his Instructions, openly
idefled him? Without the will to

ake him understand her motives

e would never forgive her.

But he didn't esk her anything
mbout it,

And within two hours he had
wmnother visitor, This time it was
‘Mrs. Grover nbout the bicyele.

CARDL‘S eyea widened when she |

saw the 1ittle woman enter the
office, a smila an her tired lips,

“The monecy you sent,” Mra,
{Grover began as she met Andy,

ou have no {dea what it meant
ito us!"

Ehe has no {dea what it'a going
|to mean to me, Carol thought
!grim!y ns she rose and left the
loffice, She'd +walk through the
store, go 10 the main ofllce on some
lprettx:_ Ehe needed time 1o think.
How could the justify her actions
rwithout revealingthe contents of
the will?

She couldn't do that., She dis-
rearded the thought before it grew
ito a templation. No o'd have to
lodmit her purt in writing the
fehecky and thite the consequences,

Firm in this resolve, she re-
Rurned 1o the office to face Andy.

But she found rhe need not have |
mworried at all. For Mr, Herrlok |

was In Andy's office nnd what he
svis saying cleared her of any con=
mection with the eascs,

“You're right, Andy," Mr. Her-
wick ajgrecd. His woice wos ps

ooth a8 eream. “I knew we'd
regret not returning the money to
two such flne customers.”
- L] L]

lHE knew we'd regret 1l Carol
fuppressed a gusp, The colos-
leal nerve of him! :

“Well, I beliove we would, Mr.

erclcl.  Thelr attitudes today

owed me how much they appre=
mted IL I'm glad you're loosen-
up a little”

“Yer Aftor I thought it over I
allowed the refunds, I didn't
‘bother you with it. T know you
expect me to.handle such details,”

| your geod judgment.” |

“That's right” Andy told him.
*I want to congratulate you on

His good judgment!

She supposed she should be
grateful that Andy was so casily
duped. At least It saved her un-
pleasant explanations for the mo-
ment. In the meantime the will
might be found and she could
come out in the open with all she
had done.

And it would be found, she was
sure of that Mr, Dearborn had
put it in some logical place. It be=
gan to look as if he had hidden it
Why, she could not guess. But,
knowing him, she knew that a
man of his exactness would make
certain that sooner or later the
will would be discovered.

She was 0 deep in her thoughts |
she didn’t hear Andy come up be-
hind her until he said, “Star-gaz=-
ing, Carol?” His vulce was light,
almost cheerful. The result, Carol |
supposed, of gratitude from Mrs.
Milligan and Mrs, Grover, Gratl='
tude he had no right to accept.

Well, she wouldn't try to match |
his enthusinsm, She couldn't shrug |
off the way he was letting Mr. |
Herrick run the store. Every day
she was becoming more convinced
that the jury of six would have no
choice but to disinherit him.

“No-o, thinking," she finally an= |

FWered.

“About the party tomorrow
night, I guess.” He was sober now.
“Are you going to wear a—blue
dress?"

A blue dress! The words startled
her, They pulled her mind from
dismal thoughts of the store's fu-
ture to more happy ones of her
own. She tried to be casual.

“A blue dress?" She gave him
an impersonal smile. “Why?
blue being worn this season?" She
wouldn't let him know how vive

idly she recalled that dress and |

his easy phiment, The d
was deep enough alveady,
He studied her. “I didn't sup-
pose you would remember.”
“Remember? The right shade
of bewilderment in her tone de- |
nied the swift, sweet stab of pain
the memory brought her,
(To Be Continued)

HOW IT 1S MADE

After being boiled In water for |

& long time, meat falls to pleces’
and the substance which held the |
meat fibers together is dissolyed |
in the water, This solution, when|

cooled, turns to jelly and {t, in! £

turn, is ordinary furniture glue|
when dried.

LOTS OF PAPER

In the course of a year, each
person in the United States usesi
an average of 50 pounds of wrap- |
ping paper, eight pounds of fine
papers, 80 pounds of paper
boards, 21 pounds of magnzines|
and books, and 120 postage
stamps.
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THIS CURIOUS WORLD B2
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| OPERA STAR By Crane
; HI, HO! ALNAYS THOUGHT 1D BE IN THE AIR FORCE - —rr -
HORIZONTAL Answer fo Previous Puxzl 10 Malé singer. M CASE OF WAR, AND HERE I AWM W manm}. <OE <SEEING THE E'JTua . o LF}J ‘I;EJI.HE ASE o ]
WORLD! 7,500 MILES, =t

I THG..a HELLO! (WRATS
THAT SURGLING NOISE?

18 Exclamation.

1 Pictured opera B TTRGTA] 13 Heavenly
star, ——— A RIEIAD]|S FRILEND]| 14 moas

10 Belntes. NN RIANCE O] 15 Relative
11 Rodent. SEWPOMOEARS| 17 5pister (abhr.)
12 Circle part. [l [ul ME [Tl 19 Sesk.

| 14 Exist. | 21 Exaltation.
15 Beat. i BURMA EE 23 Symbal for
17 Mine, N BE R nickel.

ANBUPR] 24 Electrical ene

20 Unit. Al R IPIE] A gineer (abbr.).
22 Leaner, BlANIAINIAIS AINIG 25 Issue,
25 Australlan ALl INEIS YEIARINIS] 30 Dessert.
hird. BT 6 BEIS ] 31 Secret forelgn
28 The head, - agent.
27 Apiaceaus 42 Small YERTICAL 35 Complotes.
plant, particie, 1 Music note, 96 Plant parts,

28 So be It 43 Put on,

39 One who glves
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2 Sick,
28 Age. 40 Sign.
30Pint (abbr), 44 ‘(‘;‘b‘b“r’} 3Cut 44 Weapons. 7o ~ N\
32 Attorney [hd lengthwise. 45 Toward. VES, MR, ME GOOGEY ( TUERE
(abbr.) 46 Compass polnt 4 Student of 48 Beverage. WIERE FOUR OF THEM, AND THEY
3 Threesome, 47 Street (abbr.). Iimmortality, 40 Apt q_?IMG STAR WALKING ME
gi Cooking 48 Neat. 5 Transpose 51 Honey BLIE JS‘EM . ‘COUPLE OF HOURS Ao/
utensil, 50 Siberian river,  (abbr.), producer, AGAINST HIS
35 Assam 52 #’pum f Deserves, 54 Tellurium FATHER'S
sillkworm. 53 Plant stocks. 7 Vermont (symbol). WISHES,
a7 Cloth 55 Be indisposed.  (abbr.), 55 Land measure, FreckLes
measure. 87 Organ of B No, 56 Symbol for BTU’K' For A
38 Bustle. hearing. 9 Senior Jithium, BiLL HE
| 41 Midday. £9 Easter seasony  (ahbr.). 58 Like. CANT PAYse
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14 i5 16 17 18 i9 l )
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35136 37 38 |39 |4 .
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We'sE HOLDING THEIR CAR

SECURITY UNTIL TTHEY
CAN PAY THE CHECK [
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AYE, MY MONARLH_ L TRIED TO MOPPO TH VERY

REACH YOU SOOWER, BUT WHY, LY 1 CAME HERE
YOUR. DUMB CASTLE GUARDS 11’5 10 GETS AN
JAILED ME AS AN IMPOSTOR/ WHITE AS | DIDN'T RECO6 =
FAILED TO RECOGNILE ME.,.. SNCw NILE , Mk

MY HAIR, YOU SEE ..

] EIMHER.?




