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elimbed into Bill's anclent car
and headed for the hospital. Bill,
in his Santa Claus suit, seemed

i less downhearted than last night.

-

He'd get another job, he assured

< them, and show Mr, Herrick that

somebody else would trust him.
Mary, too, was lifting herself

s. wbove her troubles. She had the
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And Nicky was going to be all
right The hospital had given her
a favorable report just before they
atarted.

1t should have cheered Carcl

But it dldn't.

Nothing could. Not as long as
Dearborn's was being ruined by
= Mr. Herrlek’s mismanagement and
 Andy was sitting calmly by, una-
mu!thelru'edyrxtit.

.No, the sight of lighted trees
" and buming candles choked her.
» Wreaths of mistietos left her un-

,umﬂ. It was Christmas every-
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where—except in Carol's heart.

She forced a smile to her lips
‘ben they entered the big, brick
hﬂdlngqﬂhe hospital. She must
" Pe gay for Nicky's sake.

‘Quietly, Bill pushed open Nic-
ky's door and peered In. “We're
too Iate,” he whirpered.

* He stood aside and they all
stared ot the darkened room light-
ed by the huge Christmas tree al.
peady decorated and sitting beside

icky's bed.

Carol's surprised eyes moved to

figure bent to the floor near
free. The figure stralghtened,
was Andy Dearborn. Hs way

together the pileces of

.. ftrack for an electric train,
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' Andy sald, “Hello, Carol. Hello,
Mary. Merry Christmas.” He
nodded coolly to BilL

He's blaming Bill, Carol thought
gmiserably, and Bill's too proud to
#ell him the truth even if Andy

svould belleve it
“We—brought a tree, 100" she
managed to say. “We wanted

Nicky—to have a Merry Christ-
mas"” She dropped her parcels
on a chalr and Bill leaned the
small tres against the wall, Their
gitts looked trivial beside Andy's
lavish ones.

It was difficult for any of them
#o. find something {o say. Finally
Carol gave Nicky thelr packages,
!'bul her good wishes stuck In her
throat. She smiled and patied his
hand.

"Jiminy-gee! Thanks!" The
boy's expressive face told an ap-
(pealing story. “What a Christmas
this turned out to bel™

They watched him ocpen the
gifts. Then Carol went to stand
above Andy., He was just starting
the new train.

“The doctor rays Nicky will
make it now,” he said aside to her.

“I'm glad.” She mustn't lot his
affection for the boy encourage
her to forgive him. The whole
affalr, indirectly, was Andy's own
fault. He should have been able
to see through the sham of Mr.
Herrick long ago. Yet even the
accident hadn't opened his eyes.

- - .
Andy left, Carol turned
rebelliously to Bill,  “You
see;, Bill?  He blumes you, too,
Mr. Herrick has seen to that. You

. ;ought to go lo Andy yourself.

Make him lsten to your side of
the story. He would remember
when he eame into the office that
day you were argulng with Mr,
. Herrlck, He could confront him
with it and Mr. Herrick would

m fo admit you reported the
for. It's not right for you fo
responsibility for some-
m:u you didn't do,”

"C.hol'l right,” Mary sdded.

- "You ou;m {0 see Andy, BilL»
They had forgotten Nicky. He
‘his eyes thoughtful, *Aw,
llm'tﬁlnk 1V's your fault, do

. MW!*—*-. b R

you."

ean't, Carol.

would be good for his self-con-

fidence.
“Besides,” she coaxed, “you
can’t let me miss {t. When I've

turned .down a dozen dates for
She smiled to lighten the
exaggeration of the boasi
Bill smiled, too. *You know 1
Yes, Il go and
we'll take Mary. She's a nice kid."
He slanted a suspicious look at |
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Carol. ™You're not trying to pro=
® SERIAL STORY mote anything, are you?"
She flushed. *“You know how I
ISTMAS CAROL ™2™
“Yes, I know." He looked
[ away. “You're not in love with
.~ BY ADELAIDE HAZELTINE e tne, | me. You're in love with some- |
body else. Somebody whose name
S RGN s Whie fersis oF A is a secret. And there's nothing I
L) - .
drew Dearborw's will specifying | shook his head, Carol said, *You can do "b“,"",_“- e
that his secretnry Carol, and five 5 . bout {t, Nicky." Look, Bill,” she urged. "Why
ofher employes, shnil judge |aren’t to worry about it, Nicky. don’t you gel a new girl? You de-
RRdr ts venting: the Kusinere sc: Impetuously, Mary sald, "Bill |gerve ‘someone else
to his father's polley of | got fired for it, Nicky.” “Give you up to a fellow l've
who Ml“lc?:lwa"lh .:r'v(:lrl- “Fired? His eyes widened. | never an "hhe w!»‘rtt’rd. “Oh,
tn & dificult t. Although |, " i 0 no, Caro vot me m goin
..‘.":.".::“ Ran wot been found, '?:::: ‘But, Jhniny-ges, Mr, Bill st'ays lto seo what he looks like :rnl"i
[inhe” when Anay. carmemay e | 100K s "mbﬂd"'L He (To Be Continued)
(waived with ut ok l.l::: :':.'u::' wouldn't make an ncc'dent!
|m. . . ¥ -
‘merupu) . wh, “Thal's all right, Nicky," Bill he soviet ; . :
mmly 'ﬂ‘r': ‘::"'"" ;::"";MEE assured him. “The only thing that nnﬁ;;nlo:nfvs sTr‘:i‘:;;: ‘:::d:I;;.\I;r:o:f
ove of the heart that has made |MAtlers iy your getting well. and when they so decide, with-
be kind to mewsboy Nieky “We may tire him,” Carol sald. 52l = e Al
and o & me 1 puppy he has | wwerd better go " out nn:.\ prior warning.—Alexan-
.‘"':‘:a:; wi “:; ':: '_‘“' te When they reached home, Mary Idor N. .fi.'wk_ international law
hiz ll" father's will A left Carol and Bill together. authority.
N Xer, Denny-pineing  Far- “Mary wants o go to the party |
—.Imlln love ":llh‘ 1‘.':-"“. Saturday night, Bill. \‘;ou]d you |
ol - * | mind her going with us?"
::h ".l'n.'c'il'..".“ T woah “How do you know I'm golng?™
-ll—m!-.h 10."5:' ﬂ::ﬂ:ll'“. he said slowly. “Or have you for-
Amowing 1t will wet her 1a trowbte | fOtten I'm fired?”
with Herrick bat will siand Andy “l haven't forgotten,” she sald 2
Touns:Day befors Christmas g | Steadily. “But you're going to the AT CASH PRICES!
1 d eisvator falls, injuring | Party. Just as {f you still worked YOU DON'T PAY Ic
msewabhoy Nicky. Buack-passl at Dearbarn’s. I won't let you EXTRA
L VI 29, Vit LY turn and Tun when you know .
.. you're in the right" Mo Interest
* NICKY'S MERRY CHRISTMAS e . No Carrying Charge
QHE saw his jaw tighten. He No neﬂ-a; 9
CHAPTER IX could be stubborn when he As L 90 Days
Irm‘tavmﬂmﬁriﬂ- chose. She felt obligated to see | o ;"‘9 as ) 4
mas for Carol as she and Mary that he went Saturday night It to Fay

OUT OUR WAY

By J. R. Williams

OUR BOARDING HOUSE, with Major Hoople

OH, COME ON-~
I JUST WANT
A SNAPSHOT TO
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COUPLE OF KID
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THE SAME
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M THE MEANTIME WHY. THIS WELL SORT OF

YOURE DOING MELUES IS FUM- GO SOCWNIST, OR

JOB--ID UKE TO COMMUMIST, IM A

THETS RGBT,

=

LR

SRR
\_SHALL __')'(/

Gy,

Bv“!".la r-;al.dd_Gr-a

aee ! ﬂ’

WELL, WHATS MitE

IS OURS, LETS SAY- THATLL
MONEY M THIS DRAWER - 2E
HOUGEHOLD EXPEMSES - JUST AS
ALSO ITS FOR ANYTHING 171
P W0 WANT-- CLOTHES - WERE -
. / MONES--Caro--AHY THITK ~BR =~
y AT ALL--MO STRINGS -~ ER--A j

T'tA SOy

Wi

U

1Chny SeEEN. WS WAy, et
FAINTIN AT Tt ot s oy
Fl?.ﬁTm mqo 0L FOID LAE IR FRGANT
L}\F"_)' == NOWYL [
f f:| | "I“\C_.‘/_
(il \ { - \
- :
i E
v [
-
%'v'- a
LOFE 1843 BY WEA RENVICT teC T A1) u_f!i\ orf
By Cran
/ WEVER BEEM N\ ) BOY, WE MAVE 4, TIME ! HOHUM! WERE WEARE | TraTs \ THREE
M CENTRAL AFRICA WE UKE TO FLY LOW AMD 3] LH-\RT"LI\‘ '[.‘aﬂ‘"w PRV, . LOWILIARE Y

© BEFORE, U7

‘\ YU SURE SEE SOME
\ SLETS oM 'ﬂ-IS RUMS
— "4

WELL,

ALD AAH

CANT THIS TIME, THO
A SENERAL ALGM

STAMPEDE HERDS ..F ELEPHANTS,

E &)

supan! soaey T L/
WAS S A pULL /T

PHONE A‘I’ LEAST TEM maec
BUT THE LINE WAS
ALWAYS Busy |

].ve TRIED O
GET “ou oo,

ALLEY OOP

WERE (GOING
DI JUMNE

THE RIVIERA
BLUE ROOM [/

£

I FISGGER

]

BOTH ME
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