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. @ SERIAL STORY

HIS CHRISTMAS CAROL

BY ADELAIDE HAZELTINE ::.‘wvlllﬁnr. 1e4l,

A BERVICE, INC.

THE STORY) The terms of Ane
drew Dearborn's will apecifying
that hin secreinry Oarnl, and five
oiher employes, shnll jndge
whether or not his playhey som
Andy Ia running the husiness are
wording o his faiher's polley of
=servire to the people’ pat Carel,

ban loved Andy alnee girl-
iMentt spot. Although
not been found, Carol

knews lis terms, and her heart
sinks when Andr, currenily Ine
wolved with aleek Linda Julinm,
Tt ms managemeni over (0 un-
sermpulous Mr. Herriek, whoase
enly iden Is to maka money. She
kmows that usless Andy shows
ore of the heart that has made

Im be kind to newsbor Nicky
and te n wmongrel poppy he has
dopted, he will lose the store to
hazity by voim of the strangs
™ his Iate father's wiil ‘ro-
el for. Penny=pinching iler-
ek turns dowm U1l Feeee, nn

in love with Carol, on

FENER ]

trs for the toriland elevator,
When Nicky saves Andy's np
from trafle after the dog has
beren tosaed Into the street by
Linda Jullam, Andy promises him
ths blggeat electrio tralm In the
oy drplrl-v.l!.. J

CAROL MAKES ADJUSTMENTS

CHAPTER Vil
Y December 23, Mr, Herrick's
policies began to take their

on Andy was now asking him for

mercy.

What would Andy do? Carol
was afraid to think.

The door opened at last and
Carol read the snswer in Miss
Fanny's hopeless eyes. It wrung
Carol’s heart, As she passed the
desk, Miss Fanny paused and laid
& hand on Carol's arm, started to
speak. No words came. Only a
gasp, Miss Fanny was too hurt
1o talk.

After she was gone, Carol
flamed at Andy. “It's not right!
Miss Fanny's given her life to this
storel You can't turn her out!"

His lips denied the doubt in his
eyes. “Mr, Herrick did it Carol
1 won't interfere”

“But it's YOUR store,” her volca
rose in condemnation. “It's Dear-
born's! Why don't you run it
¥your own way? You know this
fsn't right."

He regarded her silently. Then,
“She wanted $300," he =aid even-
ly. "Santa Claus stays in Toy-
land, Carol. Not in the manager's
office.” He took his hat. “Keep
any ges for me, I'll be out

toll. Complaints were ous,
Customers who had always re-
ceived courteous and fair treat-
ment were being turned away
without satisfaction,

Carol had no Jdea how many
were offended before Mra. Milli-
gan dared to bring her trouble to
Andy's office. She had been re-
fused the return of a defective
sweater.

“It has holes in it, young man,”
Mrs. Milligan said  heatedly.
*Holes! Your girl downstairs tells
me you can't do anything about
it. I know better. It's a gift. I
can't give it like this! Your
father—"

Andy stopped her. “Mr. Her-
rick tends to such matters, Mra.
Milligan, I'm sure he'll do the
right thing.”

*Mr, Herrick?" She miffed de-
rlsively. “It's a funny thing the
owner of the store can't make his
own adjustments, Mr, Dearborn
would never have let this happen™

Andy said, “The store’'s policy
s » little different now, madam.”

*Different!” Her cyes blazed.
*gp different T'll never set foot in
“4he place again!" She threw the
sweater down on his desk and
stalked out.

Perhaps it was just as well the
will had not been found. Andy
.might seem to reform only long
.enotgh fo get possession of the
store and then revert to policies
ke thess,

next customer fo coms to

fore she caught him in. She

wanted to return a bicyele she had ]

bought for her littls boy's Christ-

“He wanted it more than any-
in the world," she told An-

> %mﬂy touched I with his hands.

dy little boy"— her voice caught
“he died last week"

money for clothes for the other
ehildren.”

Carol clenched her fist. Andy,
Andy, her humanity cried. Give
her the money., It's only justice!
- But she heard him say, “Mr,
Herrick s in charge of that, Mrs,
Grover. You'll have to see him."

The woman turned wearily
away. Carol longed to stop her,
to press the money into her hands,
Give it back in the name of Mr,
Dearborn.

Give it back for Mr, Dearborn?
The thought ran riot in her mind
and left her breathless.

The will said that the name of

. Dearborn’s must never stand “for
" anything but service.” Here was

another contradiction of the will,
First Mrs, Milligan, Now Mra,
Grover. They were two of dozens

° who were belng turned sway
1 empty handed

It must not happen! Until the

. will was found, she, Carol Fair-

flald, must uphold the store's
reputation.
The way was clear at last, For

" nls sike, for Andy's sake, for the

store's sake she would save its
name. Then when the will was
read and Andy knew Its terms he
would have a fighting chance.

She had always been allowed to
mwrile emall checks signed with her
dnifials, She bad never abused
‘that privilege.

She would not abuse it now.
8he would use it gratefully,

Her hand trembled a litlle as

i wrote the first check. To Mrs.
ligan for §3.95, the price of the
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i E(entzr. It steadled as she wrote

8 gecond check. To Mrs, Grover,

|§24.50, the pril:e .nt n bicycle,
. -

HE, corrected many similar cases

in the next days. But szhe
hadn't anticipated the most serl-
ous of them all, It concerned Miss
Fanny in Hosiery,

The old employe came to the
office shaking with despair. “It's
Mr, Herrick,” she managed {o tell

Carol. “He's laid me off, For
;(ood. He says I'm too old to
\ work.”

*No, no, Miss Fanny!" Carol

protesied. “He can't do that,”

“He has done It. I'm going to

fake it up with Mr, Andy, He
won't let him, will he, Curol?”

“I hope not," she said fervently.
Andy came. Mims Fanny fol-
Numb

lowed him into the office.

Iy, Carol waited, What

1

frony this was! One of the very
persony would pags judgment

the rest of the day™
He was angry with her, too.

the sum. It was what Mr, Dear-
born usually set aside for retire-
ment.

Five hundred dollars! Her mind
toyed with it until she began to
| aceept itz reality. She had righted
| other wrongs. Why not this one?
| ‘True, she had never written so

large a check. It would be cer-
| tain to come to Mr. Herrick's at-
tention at the end of the month.
But by then surely the will would

Carol knew why she expected |

have been found and both he anll
Andy would understand she did
it in deference to Mr, Dearborn's
wishes,

The letler to Miss Fanny was |
different from the others, It
praised her long service in the
store and thanked her for her
loyalty,

She p d a tense 1 1t be- |
fore she put Miss Fanny's name
and the three figure sum on the
check—3$500. She signed it Dear-
born's with her own initials un-
derneath.

(To Be Contlnued) |

Latest avallable figures show
there are 822,285 miles of sur-
faced county and local roads in
the United States. Approximate-
1y 86 per cent of the primary and
secondary rurnl state highways
in this country are surfaced,
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