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The Will for Peace
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By REV. HUGH BRONSON

Pastor, Altamont Community Presbyterian Church
N this anniversary of the coming of the Prince of Peace
to earth the chief topic of conversation is war. After

almost nineteen and a half centuries of seeking to interpret
through daily living, the gospel of peace, more nations and
people are engaged in war than any one conflict has
brought before. We are teld that the present struggle may |
be & long one and that even more nations are likely to have
their part in it before the finish. It would seem that Christ
has failed. .

While “Peace on earth, good will toward men" is al-
most totally defeated in the light of world affairs today,
vet I believe we are safe in saying that there never was a
time when greater effort was being put forth for peace.
We can say without question that America did not_wm:\t
war and has tried by every possible means to maintain
peace and I think that Christ and His gospel is responsible
for that attitude. And there are other nations now in the
struggle which did not want war, and it isn't unlikely that
if a plebiscite had been taken in any one or all of the pres-
ent warring nations there would have been an overwhelm-
ing majority in favor of maintaining peace.

That attitude in favor of continued peace was not pres-
ent at the time of the birth of Christ. It has come since. Now |
and then national and world leaders appear upon the scene |
who deny the authority of Christ, but for the most part, |
men high and low accept His teaching as basic and seek to
conform in their dealings together to the great principles
of the Golden Rule of the Master Teacher: “All things,
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even
8o to them."”

Our great concern at the present moment is the winning |
of this war into which we have been drawn, along with |
others, but even as we follow the daily progress of events, |
we are thinking of the peace that is to follow. We are not |
living to make war. We are living and giving for peace, a i
peace that will be more wide-spread and more lasting than |
any peace that has been established so far. Even as we are |
giving ourselves and what we have for the purpose of
bringing this war to a successful conclusion, it is for the
i:’ltimate purpose of establishing the order of the Prince of

eace,

The Christmas Story

(From the Gospel According to St. Luke)
AND‘Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is
called ‘Bethlehem, to be taxe
wife, being great with child.

And so it was that while they were there, the days were
accomplished -that she should be delivered. And sha
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swad.
dling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was
no room for them in the inn.

‘And there was in the same country she
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around about them; and they were|
sore afraid. |

And the angel said unto them,
(ooEi tidings of great joy,

d with Mary, his espoused

pherds, abiding

which shall be to all people.

“For unto you is horn this day in the city of David, a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

“And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in & manger.”

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in th
will toward men.”

And it came to pass,

om them into heaven,

“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing

wh'i'ch is come to pass, which the Lord has made known unto
us

as the angels were gone away

And they came with haste, an
and the babe lying in the manger.
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad
the saying which was told them coneerning this child.
And all they that heard it wondered at those things
which were told them by the shepherds.

FALLS DOWN BHAFT

SALEM, Dec. 24 (#F—Ray-
mond Leonard, Portland, em-
ploye of the Otls Elevator eom-
pany, was killed vesterday when
he fell 42 feet down a shaft at
the state penitentiary, where he
was Installing an elevator In the
new dining room and hospital
bullding,
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“Fear not, for I bring you | _

e highest, and on earth peace, good |

the shepherds said one to another, |

d found Mary and Joseph,
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By, DeWITT MacKENZIE

Wide World War Analyst

The gravity of our position in
the Philippines has been in-

creased by the new Jap invasion |

of the coast of Luzon Island,
only 75 miles southeast of Man-

| ila—a strategic move calculnted
| to place the capital in a pincers

movement through coordination
with the enemy forces already
ashore at Lingayen gulf to the
north of the city.

General MacArthur thus is be-
ing forced to defend two f{ronts
at once—a nasty business at best.
A possible measure of the ser-
iousness may be seen in the fact
that U, S, army headquarters in
the Philippines today was con-
sidering declaring Manila an
open city to spare it as much as
possible not only from air attack
but from ground assault.

It 15 a matter of vast pride
and some encouragement that
Ame=ican ‘and Filipino troops
were reported late today (Manila
time) to be resisting stubbornly
in both sectors, despite the fact
that they were greatly outnum-
bered. However, the Japs con-
tinued to land forces and we
should be foolishly optimistic if
we didn't recognize that the fate
of the Philippines is on the
knees of the gods.

Lack of air and naval forces
sufficient to meet this onslaught
adequately, at least in its early
stages, is clearly evident. Still,
war can’t be all honey and flow-
ers, and we must recognize that
the present conflict i1s bigger
than the China sea or even the
mighty Pacific.

The focal point of this world |

War is—incongruous though it
seem—the charming old-world
village of Berchtesgaden in the
Bavarian Alps, meaning the
abode of the creator of that ab-
normal code we know as Hitler-
ism.

Our first and main job is to
smash the axis in Europe. Any
other operations are subsidiary,

So we shouldn’t thoughtlessly
criticise the allied leadership for
not stripping the European the-

ater of fighting arms in order to |

meet this new emergency in the
Far East. That's exactly what
Hitler wants the allies to do, so
that he can recover from his
Russian disaster and strike an.
other blow elsewhere. It is pre.
cisely to maintain an even bal-|
ance in the direction of the whole |
allied effort that the great con- |
ference is being held in Wash-

ington, |

Whatever disposition of forces |
may be decided upon by the!
allied supreme council, we have |
this to remember:

If we should lose the European
side of this war to Hitler, we are |
done for; but a temporary tri-+
umph of the Japs in the Far East
wouldn’t beat the allies. Nippon |

Herr Hitler 13 plonting further
* butl his

trouble for the
objective remains o
the f(arseeing British |
| Churchill hos said i Wasl
|that while he expects & new of-
fensive he doesn't know where
the blow will cone
| Some signs point to a possivl
resurrection of Hitler's plan ot
reaching new Adrican  bases

through Spain. This presumably |

| would involve French colomes
and the French navy Some
color is lent to this dea by the
report  that  Marshal  Petain,
| French ehief of state, is about tw
resign becsuse of German pres
sure for concessions which
doesn't want to muake,

he
However,

that report hasn't been confirm- |

ed.

No matter what may be the
nature of the attack, the allies
have thiz satisfaction; Germuany
has far less striking power than
it had when 1t embarked
| disastrous campalgn sgainst the
Muscovites. Not only have there
been huge casunities among the
nazi shock troops, representing
the best which the fatherland
could produce but can’t immed.
iately replice, but the ¢
of war material and i
|claimed by the Reds as déstroy-
ed or captured is colossal

Hitler likely has a lot of strik-

on (s

| ing power left. but it isn't the I

ot

ns ol

same old fuchrer whoe
onto the sweeping plai
Russia last June,

UTAH WINS, 5544
LA GRANDE, Dec, 24 —A
rugged Utah State basketball
|team  defeated Eastern Oregon
|L'nlioge of Education here last
night, 55 to 44.

In a rough game which saw
| 37 fouls called, 19 of them on the
jwcmrs. Utah State took
mand of the ba rds ir
early minutes and nev
| quished the lead.
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THE PICTURE
EVERY
AMERICAN
SHOULD SEE—

"Our America
| At War"

MARCH OF TIME

See How Our
Democracy Accepts
the Challenge

to Freedom!
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mus day will be well along be-
fore the last headdress and bead-
ed jacket is put away. High
spot for Indlans and thelr guests
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war-painted  toddlers,  chubby
diminutives of the older Indians
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To our friends and patrons we extend
our sincerest wishes for happiness ot
Christmas time ond throughout the
holiday season.
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JOHN SHEPPERD - WILLIAM TRACY
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Janis Carter « Robert Lowery - Basil
Walker - Charles Tannen - Chick Chandler
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