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CHAPTER XXIT
D‘IJ\NA did not reslst. What did
{t matter now whera she was,
in bed or out of IL7 Across the
stretchea of time and space Ste-

phen Curt had ealled to her—and |

sha had recelved hin messsge.
Nothing could shake her heliet in
that.

1t was sirange, Diann reflected,
as the drowsiness of eimotional ex-
haustion stele through her zlim
body lika the netlon of some sooth-
Ing drug, that spiritusily she rould
teel that ghe and Stephen shared
so much when actually their mo-
mants of tenderness could be
counted in the Ucking of a few
moments In Ume. Bhe remem-
bered with genieness in a half-
smile the night she had gone to
Thorpe's lodge 1o “rescue™ Adeln
and stepped Into the trap that hnd
been lald for her—an evening she
and Stephen, growing closer to
each other, rhould by all rights
bhave had together . . .

Adeln's hand on her arm, Ade-
1a's kindly "You must rest, my
dear,” disturbed the reverie,

Bhe lay down qulelly and Adela
drew the covers up over her and
went quietly out of the room, Bul
ottside the door Adela paused,
her eyes hord and cruel and tri-
umphant.

Dinnn  must have slept, for
when ehe nwakened it was to find
Adeln and a strange man standing
beside her bed, She: sat up

hastily. *“What [z the meaning of
1nam" she demanded indignantly.

Adela wan decldedly nervous,
*l—I was nfrald you were (I,
[Dlana, and I've msked Dr. Stutgart

have & feeling I'm golng to need
you."

Almost prayerfully Dinna was
grateful for a friendship thet
could more than receive n confle
detice with trust, but could undgr-
stand the meaning of that confl-
dence, No one but Evalyn, whose
inword beauly was even greater
thon the lovellnesa sveryons saw
In her, could come sn close to un=-
derstunding  Diann's  conviction
that Stephen—her Stephen—had
poken,

An hour later Fvalyn's ehauf-
four dollvered her to the house
and the two girls went together
to the library where Diana told
Evalyn the strunge things that
had happened,

“Ip you think T might have
heard his voles really, Evalyn?*
Dianna naked, her hands elutehing
the Wlind girl's slender fngern,

“1 don't know, darling. IU's very
beoutiful to think you did, But
it's been so long and wo've heard
nothing—"

“Do you think 1 act like an In-
sane person, Evalyn?”

Fvalyn turned in surprise, “But
my dear, of courss notl No one
in the world ls more sans, These
I{llusions you have about Stephen
—asurely there's nothing unusual
about them, Any woman in love
might think she heard the volce
af hier losed one

"o you renlly think so?™

Ot course, darling.”

Diann sighed. “Then perhaps
you'll think it strange that Adela
has convineed everyons in thia
house that 1'm unbalonced, The
servania start from me whenever
I approach, Aunt Christie takes
on an exsggerated look of fear.

morning, she brought a person—a
sychlatriat, I suppose—ioc my

roon.
“iNp! What did ha do?”
Diana's lp curled. “Admired
ma in my nightie, mostly, befors
1 ran them both out, 1 shan't be
surprised to hear from him agoin,
though."
| #yau poor child! T eould shake
Adelo, I'Il talk 1o her”

“i'm afrald 1t wouldn't do any
goad."

(To Ba Centinued)
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to come to gee you"
| *Nonsensel I'm quite all right”
[Her glance swept over the man,
Inoted hils shifting, restless eyes;
Iinew he could not be a reputable
physielan, Her soft mouth became
s grim lUne. “Could it be that
you ealled Dr. Stutgart because

t my—what you chose to call—
my dream, Adela?"

Adela’s emile was fixed, full of
itrfumph. “Whnt you choose to
leall your reactions may have a
(bearing on the ense,” she meered.
*Howeover, we'll let Dr, Stulgnrt
|decide!™

Fury suddenly swept over Di-
ana, She felt very much as she
‘had that day so long ngo In Rich-
ard Thompe's office when she had
told everybody concerned to go
to the devill Forees long d d
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up; indignitien long sulfered; pas-
wions long leashed possessed her
ot She swept back the
eovers and stood before them. It
E:d not lossen her nnger to sea

# look Dr. Stutgart swepl over
er figure in its transparent night-
Her eyes flashed and her
'ace was while with rage,
“Now look here, Adela!" she
'‘began, trying to keep bher volce
from screaming the. words, “l've
stood all 1 intenid 1o stand from
jyou! Your fnsults, your Insinuas-
Itlons—but this Is the Inst steaw!
IGet out of her? Do you henr?
IGet out thin minutel And take
thin idiotle, simpering quack with
lyoul"
- & #
SEI! stood thers shaking with
fury, while Adela, simulating
axtrems fear, backed out of the
room followed by the entranced
Dr, Stutgart who Dinnn was sure
murmured the word “Beautiful”
|several times benenth his breath.
When the door closed behind
them, Diann stood for a moment
longer, then sonk to the bed, con-
vulsed with helpless lnughter In
which was mingled strange, hoart-
shaking tears, Suddenly she con-
trolled herself, stopped nbruptly,
n thought widening her eyes,
Could it be that she waa really
golng fnaane? Tad all the strangoe
thinga that had hoppened really
unbalanced her mind?  Calmly,
almost analytically, she examinod
renctlons, No—aha had never
been saner In her 1fe, It wos juat
that the tension under which she
had been Hving had shatlered her
nerves until ane doy perhops eon-
teal might easily become imposs
gible. And when that day came
lwould Adeln finally convince the

jworld that Diana was unbal-

\anced?

| Diana's arms enclreled the bed-

post for a moment and she lay

|her head down wearily, "Oh, Ste~

|th. my denrest,” she whispered,

‘toma soon=-como soonl”

| L I

| A LITTLE Inler she called Eva-
lyn Thorpe on the telephane,

“Come over and spend the day

with me, darling,” she begged, ‘I
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