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i LADY BY REQUEST

"It'll make things too hard whan

parting comes."
For if Richard Thorpe ware

really untrue to Evalyn, wouldn't
the fact come to light before long?
Then it Evalyn should divorce
Richard and Stephen should be
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free to declare his love xor ner,
where would Diana come in? .

"I wouldn't" i whispered
Into the darkness. "I wouldn't
come in at all. In fact, I'm - i

ready on my way out!"
(To Be Continued)
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'Forgive me, my dear, and I prom-
ise it won't happen again!'.'

And then Diana, chilled by this
sudden expulsion from his arms,
remembered, tool Stephen loved
Evalyn Thorpe and had only been
carried away for the moment by
her nearness and willingness to
be taken in his arms. The brief
embrace meant nothing more than
that She would not embarrass
him by thinking that it did. But
almost for a moment it had
seemed very real. .

"It's quite aU right Stephen,"
she tried to make her voice sound
gay, but in spite of herself it
trembled, "Something chemical in
the air, I guess. Good night" .

"Good night my dear."
But in her room she found her-

self sleepless, staring into black
space long after Adela had come
in, long after the house had set-
tled into quietness. A cold rain
was falling. It slashed dismally
at the windows and a wild wind
howled around the house. She re-
membered her conversation with
Stephen the night she had re-

turned from her walk with Bill
Jackson. He had said that it
would not be impossible to fall
in love with her. But he had not
denied his love for Evalyn. Yet
could it be that proximity might
have its way, and that when the
time came to let Diana go, Ste-
phen would find that he needed
her? Diana knew that having
their marriage a success was the
one thing Ellen Curt wanted most
Perhaps

She shook herself, shivered and
burrowed farther under the cov-

ers. "Don't build up any hopes,
Diana," she admonished herself.
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THIS CURIOUS WORLD By William

Ferguson

t-- MOMENT OF TENDERNESS

CHAPTER XIV
A T the tound of her startled

movement they sprang apart.
Quilt was written large on their
face. Richard, clasping a cock-'ta- ll

glass In one hand, laughed
unpleasantly. "Why, It's th lady'f the manor, herself!" ha cried
mockingly, and Diana, with a sick
lurch of heart, thought of Eva-lyn- 's

loving words concerning
him.
, Adela's face was livid with rage.
"Lady, my eye!" she shouted, re-

gardless of listening servants. Her
strange, dark eyes flashed with
fury. "I suppose you'll think It
your noble duty to tell my brother
what you took pains to spy upon!
And I'll tell him that you're a
Jying, cheating, eavesdropping !"
'Her voice rose high and shrill and
Richard clasped a hand over her
mouth roughly. Be was flushed
with embarrassment and Diana
rfelt that he would have given a
great deal if she had not witnessed
.that embrace. -

K Without it word, Diana turned
and walked out of the room and
tip the stairs. She felt that only
by keeping silent could she main-!tai-n.

her dignity. But her heart
was sick within her as she thought
of Evalyn Thorpe and her childish
iaith hi her husband. Even she,
herself, had been led to think well
of him because of Evalyn's praise.
But her original estimate had
been the true one after all. .

She lay down on the bed, her
hands over her eyes, her heart
full of misery. The feeling of
exaltation with which she had
eome into the house was gone.
She felt spent, utterly tired. She
wished; fervently that she might
fcave been spared that scene In
jtbe drawing room. m

fV-- dinner , Adela was sullen but
apprehensive. ; Diana caught her
.surreptitious glance more than
jonce. and knew that whether she
(wished it or not she held a
jweapon over Adela's head which
tnieht be used in advantaro: Alcn
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JITTER dinner Stephen asked Dl-a- na

to help him correct manu-
script and she agreed gladly.
Adela watched them go Jealously
but dared say nothing. Tonight
he could not invent an excuse to

keep them from spending hours
alone together. A short time later
Diana heard voices, then the outer
door. slammed and she supposed
that Adela had gona out with
some member of the reckless
crowd she called her "kindred
spirits.' Joey Long, the pianist,and a woman named Jane Burt

Stephen worked until late, at
times almost seeming to forget
Diana, so absorbed was he ini
transferring his thoughts to paper.
He wrote of the South American.
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was absorbed, too, en- -
thralled almost, at this unfolding
of his brilliant mind. She felt she
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9 Choose.
14 Verbal.
16 Allow..
18 Solely.'
19 24 hour
21 Prevent.
23 Sip.

ms tnoughts. And it was only
when he caught her slyly flexingIher stiff fingers that he stopped
short in amazement to slance at
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.15 Delay. .

17 Chimney
20 Day before

today.
22 Man again.
26 Pedal digit
28 One who rides
31 Born.
33 Weary.
35 Fresh.
37 Dyestuff,
39 Ignited.
42 Makes easier.1
44 Beverage.
46 Taunted
48 Resources.'
60 Finish. '
52 Skills.'
63 Brad.
55 Pull.
57 Until.
60 New (prefix).
62 Health Tesort
64 My (Italian).
66 Therefore. '
68 Samarium

(abbr.).

his wrist watch. 25 Obtain.
27 More recent'
29 Exclamation.
30 Scion.
32 Send in.'

payment
34 Pain.

51 Expire.
52 Article.
54 Founded;
56 Insect
58 North, ,

America"
(abbr.).

FRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDS
By Blossor
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71 Small ocean
vessel.

12 Marshland.
' VERTICAL

1 Sing alone.
2 Conjunction.
3 Boy.
5 Music note.
6 Unusual.
1- - Sign.
8 Headdress.

10 Behold!
11 Print
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-- "Great heavens how time has
Wown! And you must be dead!
IWhy didn't you stop me?"
!; :."It was all so interesting," she
ismiled tiredly.

' ",WeU, the rest of it can wait
(I'm, starved. Let's see what we
jean find in the icebox."
jt Diana followed him to the
Bdtchen; helped him drag out cold
ffiam, beer, an array of cheese and
pickles. They ate ravenously, Jok-
ing like a pair of high school kids.
This was a new Stephen Curt
Different from the man who com
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ALLEY OOP
By V. T. Hamlin
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manded the respect of everyone,
phe'' terse commentator whose
(views were important in high'circles. Different even from the
tman who had been at home in
Bier father's house and at whose
tfeet she had sat and called him
Ifriend. He was gay now, amus-
ing, fun. . r .
: ' .

f'YOU'HE love'v tonight, Diana,"
L h" sald "'Uyf and Placinghis hands on her shoulders drew
her close beside him. . Wide-eye-

she lifted her gaze to his and saw
that his eyes were warm with a
look that exceeded friendliness. ;

Her lips trembled and suddenly
he' drew her' closer against his
heart and kissed her, softly at
first, then with unexpected fierce-
ness and passion. And to her sur-
prise her lips responded with all
the ardor of her being.

Then he released her, pushed
her from him, drew himself tip
sharply. "I'm sorry, Diana that
wasn't in the bargain, waa itj
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