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' Who on earth could be coming
to see her, Diana wondered, and
at this time of night? But sh was
glad of th opportunity to escape.
Her cheeks were biasing as with
a murmured word she left Rich-
ard Thorpe and went into th
hallway. Bill Jackson stood there,
looking big and handsome and a
bit bewildered.
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Later, Richard Thorpe cam to
stand behind Diana and at th
first possible moment caught her
attention. The bridge gam had
broken up and they were all talk-

ing in little groups, "It seems
Evalyn has taken a fancy to you,"
be said, his eyes sweeping ap-

preciatively over her figure.
"I'm glad!" Diana said warmly.
"Yes," he answered, and there

was a flicker in his eyes of the
sadism that ruled his nature.
"She's a wonderful woman!" He
eyed Diana contemplatively. "So
the little stenographer with th
temper to match her hair has be-

come Mrs. Stephen Curt Quite
a change of profession, isn't it?
I could swear that you had never
seen him until that afternoon In
my office. And being th family
lawyer, I happen to know the
terms of Stephen's father's wilt
So putting two and two together,
I know "

Before so could answer, Ste-

phen's voice at her elbow said,
"Yes lucky, wasn't it that I
found a girl I could tail in love
with almost at the midnight
hour?" He smiled and as someone
called him, drifted away.

Thorp was grinning sardon-
ically. "He's lying gallantly, of
course," he said thickly, reaching
out a hand to steady himself,
against a table. "You see every-
one has known for years that
Stephen is madly in love with my
wife!"

Diana never knew what her
answer would have been, for at
that moment Lark in appeared at
her side. "There's a gentleman
waiting to see you in the hallway,
Mrs. Curt," he said. '
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A DIFFICULT DINNER

CHAPTER XI

gHE slipped her hand beneath
. Stephen' arm and they moved
down th stairway together just
ma Laricln wa admitting the first

guests.
Suddenly Phil Bruce was smil-

ing down at Diana, his brown eyes
warm and friendly. Sh was ab-

surdly glad to sea Mm, as If ha
war a very old friend indeed,
and dung to his hand Just a little.

"Hello." he Krlnned. "has any
one told you that you look like the j

nth degree of loveliness?"
. "Remember what I told you,"
Stephen warned. "There's no
truth or honesty in this fellowl"

Diana was laughing when, sud-

denly, she found herself looking
into the handsome face of Richard
Thorpe.

"Why, hello, Mr. Thorpe how
nic to see you again!" she said
clearly.

If he was taken aback by her
gay greeting, he failed to show it
He smiled blandly. "I was afraid
yon might have forgotten that we
are old friends," he. said cordially.

Sh turned then and was star-fl- ed

at th Ibok on Stephen Curt's
face as he gazed into the eyes of
the beautiful woman standing be-

fore him. Diana thought her the
loveliest person she had ever seen.
Softly waved brown hair framed
the gentle face of a madonna. It
was a face that was beyond
beauty, embracing a quality of
pur loveliness rarely foundv Di-

ana found herself staring help-
lessly.

a a

TTE had said, The woman T love
married another man." And

Diana had often wondered about
this woman who had been able to
capture the devotion of man
tlike Stephen Curt. But certainly
jshe had never envisioned such a
'Centle, beautiful person as this!

Richard Thorpe said, "Mrs.
Curt, I dont believe you have
met my wife."
.

: And Stephen said in a tone al-
most of reverence, "This is Eva-

lyn, Diana."
Amazed, Diana stared from the

lovely woman to Richard Thorpe.
Richard Thorpe was th other
Iman of whom Stephen had
spoken. She could scarcely be-
llieve it was true!
I But Evalyn Thorpe was speak-
ing in the gentlest tones imagin-
able. "I am sure you must be
pery lovely, my dear, or Stephen
pould not have fallen In love with

' Startled, Diana realized that
Evalyn thought this was a "regu-Oa- r"

marriage. And staring at her,
saying "thank you" in a confused

Diana in that moment

. This lovely, child-lik- e woman
with her air of gentle gracious-ne- ss

was blind!
Sh tried to concentrate on th

other guests but always her eyes
I came oacK to Evalyn Thorpe.

Phil, who was seated at her left,
finally claimed Diana's attention.

, "You're wondering about Evalyn,
rent you?" he asked in a low

roice.
"Yes," ah answered. "She's so

lovely one doesn't at first sus
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as a milk can. rolled
and bounded curiously into Its
path.

Investigation disclosed a large
German shepherd dog, his head
caught in the can. Roadside ef-

forts at liberation failed but at a
garage 30 minutes later the neck
of the can was chiseled away
from the neck of the dog.

Inside a badly mauled rabbit
still struggled.
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'"That she's blind? But she has

been sine birth," Phil explained.
."We were all brought up together
i Steve, Evalyn, and L Our tam-
mies were neighbors. We've al--
"ays been fond of each other."

Diana was silent for a moment
"How can a woman like that re-
flect all the loveliness that th
(world has, when sh has never
wen any of its beauties?" she
tasked finally.

Phil smiled. "After you've
mown her a while you'll realize

that Evalyn has an Inner beauty
and light which makes what we
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aea with th outer eye tad In to
Insignificance."

"You mean she's never seemed
Hnhappy?"

"If she ever Is, she keeps ft to
fcerself. I've often wondered how
t especially sine she married
(Richard Thorpe."',.IATTER dinner, In the drawing!
pr room, a young man began to
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piay me piano soothingly while
lAdela had the bridge tables set up.
IDiana wished she might forget her
duties as hostess and talk to Eva- -:

- lyn Thorpe. Stephen was called!
to the telephone and stayed for
some time and Diana's duties were
increased.

'Later, Evalyn Thorp left her
place in th big whit leather
chair by th fireside, called Di-
ana's name and, guided by her
voice, came to stand beside her.

"I want you to have luncheon
with me on Thursday1, Diana. W
must get to know each other bet-
ter," she said.

Diana covered th slender hand
ri her shoulder with her own

tngers in a quick gesture of grati-
tude. "I shall be happy to come,"
iha said, 2'and thank you." ? ::.:.: n-- t ) t copii, w f Htkitmct.m:. J V'"'T .. '"i ." ty


