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t Hme L L]
marry by the tima I am 55

T‘H‘!Y taiked together for a long
L fima—Diana told about her

art,

writer and eommenintor, 1o (Mann
Tucker, whose beauniy and impuls
alvenrcss, as ahe told her employer
iehard Thorpe to go to the devil,
Rave ecaptured his fancy. =Wl
¢ me for six months and
1 he aaka, going on to ex-

piain that the women he loves in
married to anoiher man. Diana is
amazed, innlly conslders his offer
an a buniness proposition that will
solye the problem of finding a job
mn that she will not have ia re=
turn to her dovwnstnte farm home.
Curt aaks her to come with him
2o meet hin stepmother, Pllen
Curt, whe mnet pass judgment om

Wer. x

A OHALLENGE TO ELLEN

CHAPTER V

W‘H!.‘N Stephen Curt ushered|

her into his stepmother's)
presence  Diana thought, *“This
{sn't real, It's a play, Old ladies
like that are only on the screen.
It's make-up that causes her to
Jook like that!™

But when FEllen Curt spoke
there was no mistaking her genu-
ineness, "So, Stephen, you've
come to your senses at last! I
didn't think you'd let the money:
get away from you. Sit down,
both of you, and tell me where
you found this girl"

Diana sank into a small, an-
elent, overstuffed chair, but Ste-
phen strode restlessly about. Mrs.
Curt sat on a straight-backed sofa
as if she scomed snything soft |
and ylelding.

She was small and fat, but there
was an aleriness about her that
centered in her little twinkling
black eyes, Her hair was gray
and curled neatly., Her gown was
gray, too, of a stlff, rustling ma-
terinl, and on her tiny feet were
pearl gray satin slippers.

"Well, begin, Stephen! Tucker,
you say the girl's name is—who
is she and where did she come
from?" .

Disconceriing, belng discussed
as i you weren't present, Diana
didn't like that, She sat forward|
on her chair, “You'll let me tell|
you, won't you?”

Diana glanced at Stephen, saw
him stop his pacing to waich her
face. She hoped she wouldn't say
{00 much, but she couldn't lie to
this clear-eyed old woman.

“I've followed your stepson's
work for n long time, she sald
slowly. “Both I and the members
of my family have sdmired him
greatly, We think he's a very
great man." :

“Of course he’s a great man™

little gray slipper.

“Today 1 met him for the first
m-"
| She thought tha black eyes
ppened wider, and for a moment
ghe expected an outburst of in-
¥ tion, but nfter o short pause
old woman sald imperiously,
m.

"Mr. Cart was In the office
I worked when I lost my'

Anything,
thought, was betier than hav-
him fall prey to some adven-
Many brilliant men did,

when the woman they
ved had married someone else,
d had thelr careers ruined
ereby. Stephen vrould be saved
fhat, She meant to choose his
twife hersell. But this girl whom
Ihe had brought for spproval was
momething quite outside her expe-
rience

*“I\'s nothing to you, young lady,
ether what I do is fair or not
t may not have occurred {o you
t I have a very good reason

Y TR -

wanting 1o secure Step L

people and the farm and old
Ellen nodded wisely, “Good, plain
stock,” she muttered, and at last
she sald, “You'll do. You must
marry Stephen at oncel™

But Diana answered qulckly,
*I'm sorry, but I'll have to talk
to my father about it first.”
“Vory well” Stephen sald,
s“when can you leave for home?™
“Tomorrow.”

*“That's Sunday. How long
would you want to stay?”

“Until about Wednesdny, I
think."

“All right. Glve me instructions
as to how to get there and I'll
drive down for you on Wednes-
day, I can get back for my broad-
cast Wednesday night.”

“Yes, I'd like that. We could
talk to my father together

And so it was arranged and
old Ellen Curt sat on her straight
gofa and watched them go. Her
little black eyes were alight with

No cringing before her, either,

honest. Already Stephen was at-
tracted to her—going down for
her on Wednesday, Old Ellen was
gmiling as she went to her room

the rooming house

| never looked =o shabby before.

He held her hand warmly at the

| door. *You're a good sport, Diana

Tucker, for even considering it"

interest. Nobody's fool, that girl.
suing for favor. Straightforward, |

fbegan %o put some ef her Things
Mnto a suitcase. Then ahe called
ther landlady.

“T'm leaving tomorrow,™ she
sald. “T don't think I'll be back.
{But will you keep my trunk until
i call for i7"

Why had she sald that? she
wondered. Had she already made
up her mind?

{To Be Continued)

More than onehalf of the
world’'s rubber and from one-
half to two-thirds of its tin
comes from British Malaya.

The United Stales sends most
of its exports to the United
Kingdom, and most of ita im-
ports come from Cannada.

Miaml Beach has banned
strip-tease in burlesque shows.
Oh, well, the bathing beaches
will ba open as usual.
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(happiness. His father was con-

|cerned only with his welfare.”
“But didn't think enough of his

udgment to allow him to choose

a wife for himself!"

! "“That's enough, Evidently
‘ve pgreed to the proposition,
you wouldn't have come here.”
“Not at all,"” Diana answered

leoolly. “Stephen sald you wanted

fto look me over, and I certainly
ielaim the same privilege, I have
mot made n decision one way or
the other.”

Blephen's eves were dancing

Melightedly, Mot in years, he

, hnd anyone spoken to Ellen

WCurt in just such a way. He rather

muspected that old Elien was en-

oying the Hlt, teo, From the way
er eyes snapped, from the woy

little gray satin slipper tapped’

floor.
*Oh, I suppore then you'd have
approve of me?"
“Certainly, You wouldn't want
gone in the family who
uldn't like you, would you?"
"Humph! Well, then—what do
u think of me?
Suddenly Diana smiled, She
d seen beneath the forbidding
exterior. "I think,” ghe sald, "you

d be rather a darling if you'd
ot yourself,"

Old Ellen Curt actually looked
embarrassed. It had besn so very
years since nnyone hod
lled her a darling! She did not
a great many young people

Diana Tucker was like a
th of springtime, Pretly, the
woman thought, and like
sha recognized the
th of charncter in the girl's
Btephen had been a fool for
a girl at random like this
w. il was going to
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