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CHAPTER X

¥ MALLORY still lookhed at

Mary Larsen when Lols Hum-
mond eame and slipped her arm
through his, He thought: “So she
didn't become Erlc Forbes' secre-
' And he might have hoped
Mary was now interested in the
things he had sald to her back
home—were it not for his suspi-

g

sald, her volce soft, “It's
good to see you again, Jim." And
he looked from Mary to her. Lois’
lps smiled but her eyes were
dark and stormy. She had seen
hig too-long glance at the other
girl, and she had read its meaning.
Bhe hadn't liked that glance at

*It's good to see you again,” he
And, for the other girl's
beniefit, he lay his hand on Lols'
hand and fondly squeczed it

+He turned to Jeffery Hammond.
*1d 1ke to talk with you, sir,
alone.”

. "0t course, Mallory. Come to)
my cabin”

k

" In the cabin, Hammond faced ||

him with evident embarrassment.
His hands shook as he liam::;l a
' ' ve it, Mal-

l;dlt':;-’ "Well, let's have it al
! *“There's no ore in the Sonora's)
gorewnrd hold," Jim said, “T've
hun there's mone in the after

1 want an explanation.”

“ *Very well. I shall give you an
explanation. I came here for that
Back in Miam! Beath,
m.mbuandlmudemm
offer. We wanted you to drop your
;I“ for salvaging the Sonora.
ot wouldn't deal with us, and
you threatensd to do the job on
own., We couldn't afford to
you do that. I went into this'
thing with you merely to secure

FOUT BeCTecy,
f#you didn't want me to report
anything to the Coast Guard or to
the Maritime Commission?”
“That's right You know, of

*I'm beginning {0 see what h.lp-
ed," Jim said. “But not why."”
- - -

MOND’S face looked sud-
“denly old and tired. “The
Sonora carried oll and rubber out'
pf South America, and not manga-
nese, That s why the cargo was
not, insured. She zailed for Eu~-
ropean walers, had a rendezvous
th a belligerent ship, and trans-
lered the cargo. Rubber and oil
e badly needed over there, Just

hip: ran for it, and the warship
[began firing. The Sonora was hity
s dozen times, her caplain killed

d Halloran wounded, but ghe
ot away. Halloran brought her
down Into the Caribbean, for
pecrecy, bul the Coast Guard had
been tipped off to lnok for an un-:
known American ship that had
heeny in- the war zones.”

“And 50," Jim sald, “you ordered
Halloran to scuttle her?"”
| _“Exactly. Then you came along.
¥e hadn't figured on the Sonora
found., You can see how
uch we had at stake. The repu-
ition of the line, and s whole
mesz of trouble with the govern-
ment."

Jim nodded. “But why did you
Make the risk in the first place?”

“The company has been In
fnancial trouble since the war
isfarted,". Hammond replied, his
{volce burdened. Eric Forbes made
& contact which led to the Sonora's
lsinking. 1 shan't put all the|
[blame an Forbes, however, for I|

ve my consent. Forbes' contact|

well, and we ook the risks.”'

“And eo T was n meddling fool,"!

sald. "I butted in, eaused you!
B lot of grief, and you gave me
enough rope—"

“Not exactly that, Mallory.
Wou're & stubborn young man. I!

to string along with you. Now

En offering you a way out. Five

ousand dollars above your ex-
penses—for your silence.’

"I don't go fn for blackmall,
Hammond."

v you'll report to the Coast
Guard?”

“No. But If the Coast Guard
womes nsking me questions, I'1L
answer them."

"You've had n lot of expense.
Ext me pay that”

Jim shook his head, “No dice,
Hammond,” he eaid, and turned to
:11;‘. doar, Hammond's volce halted

{ “What are your plane, then,
WMallory?"

" "I'm.golng to stick around here.
I'm not satisfled that the Sonorm
ham't something to salvage. As I

mnu. someons else is inter-
. .l..u her—to the fune of 25
Hammond frowned; {t was &
ed frown. “1 ean't under=

worrl
stand that, Who could know about
e Bonora? What cargs could

sha have carried?™
“That's something you should
ask the Sonora's first mate, Bert
‘Halloran," Jim l:id. and went out.
- -

HB found Lols sltting in a deck-
chalr under the after-deck
awning.

She sald, her wvolce caressing,
“Sit beside me, darling, and tell |
me how your salvage work Is com=

ng.

Ha pulled a chair up beside hers
and sat down. “There isn't any
salvage, Lols. Here’s a man on
the verge of bankrupter.”

“You're joking, Jim."

“Not a little bit. What makes
| wou think I'd joke about that.

“Qh, a little conversation I over-
heard before we sailed.”

“Let me in on it" he zaid, re-
garding her curiously. He could
see that her eyes had become
strangely calculntive.

“1t was nothing, really. Just
something Eric Forbes and father's
| secretary were discussing.” |
| Jim tried to keep a poker face. |
|[He made a careful thing of light- |
ling a cigaret. “Go en,” he said.

[ He didn't notice the zly glance

]-Lol: gave him. “Forbes was trying

to get our little Mary to go back
| {to New York as his secretary, and
she was refusing. He wanted to
know If you were the reason for

her refusal. She said that mi

might be.”
“And Forbes?™
“He sald, 'Why, because you
know Mallory {a about to atrike it
“] think the sherift ls walting
for me back at Miami Beach."
Lols's bantering smile vanished,
and n blazing fury was bright in

|{her eyes, '""Well, T know when I'm

being told off,” she wald bitterly.
wAnd 1 have eyes In my head.
You want that girl, and it doesn't

matter to you that she would have [

preferred Erie Forbes it she

couldn't eount on your ;eiﬂnul

some moneyl The marcenary

| ttle—"
(To Be Continued)
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OUT OUR WAY By J. R. Williams
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