
ing down at Mary Larsen. Her OUT OUR WAY By J. R. Williams OUR BOARDING HOUSE, with Mojor Hooplaeves were narrow and smoldering.
"I think. Miss Larsen," she said,

"you forget you are merely an
employe here, and that you are
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not paid to maKe a play tor our
guests."

She Ignored Mary's alarmed
eyes. "To be blunt I want you
to stop yourself.
I've decided that Mr. Mallory is
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A common language ' Is the
most powerful social cement
known to man. Dr. Mario R.
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CHAPTER VI

TIM 'MALLORY mapped alert

your friend. He's going to have
Hammond ship you back to New

iYork, to get you out of the wny.
iHe thinks you can't be trusted."

"I I don't believe that!"
But she did believe it and it

frightened her. Jim sstd, "Mary,
where did Forbes say I got that
cigaret case?"

"Off the Sonora, when you went
down to her," she replied, and
her voice had a strange chokcd-u- p

sound.
"How did he know it came from

the Sonora?"
"He diBn't know, but I did. It

belonged to the Sonora 's first
mate, Bert Halloran, who was lost
when the ship went down. I know
because I gave it to Bert Hal-
loran just before the Sonora sailed
from New York the last time."

Jim Mallory said nothing. Ha
understood the grief he saw in this
girl's eyes. Bert Halloran had
meant a lot to her. She had been
in love with him.

"Tell me the truth for once,
Jim," she said. "Did you drop
that case last night? Did you find
it on the Sonora?"

He would have answered, but
Jeflery Hammond came up behind
them. Hammond said, "I'd like to
talk over the deal now, Mallory.'

"Very well, sir," Jim said. He
stood up. "Ill see you later,
Mary."

He didn't see Lois come to the
pool a moment later. Lois dive
was as smooth and perfect as her
figure. She swam the pool's length,
then climbed out and stood look

Ha cupped hla cigaret In hi
hands to hide the glow, then
turned In bil chair to look across
tha naUo. It was too dark to

' make out faces, but one of the
two men was Erie Forbes.

The two men walked through
tha patio toward the rear of the
house. Their voices died- - away,
but Jim had caught this much:
Erie Forbes was afraid Mary Lar-
son would tell him, Mallory,
something.
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Jim stCDDed on his dgaret and
took after the two, moving silently
across the dark patio. He wanted

look at Forbes' companion. At
the rear corner of the big house
he paused. He saw Forbes going;

; on around the house while the
i ether man walked toward the
. ' drive where a car was parked
j without lights. He drove off with-- .'

out switching on the lights.
THIS CURIOUS WORLD

' ' Jim frowned and turned back
! toward the patio. His movement

NEvJui, ju,SMOA? I 'IfWW-fEzyl-

SMOKE IS CON- - tit ..'IcP ' ' illlM
GASES JS 1 1 ' illI

BART1CLES... HI f .FT 'II II I,

fIRE JS 'IfUJnOPl b Hllllll

! was. so abrupt he collided with
' ' someone. He heard a startled
j "Oh!" as he grasped a soft arm.

He saw then that it was Mary
i, Larsen. She was trembling and

her face was a startling white
oral in the darkness.

i: "So it was you!" she said, as
" tf she were breathless. "I heard

from the rumpus room. You and
ii that man"

.. "What did you hear, beautiful?"
"I heard you mutter that the

, Sonora was worth a cool million."
"You what? He stared, bewil- -
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Forbes and stranger."
He drew her by the arm Into

The dark rumpus room, afraid;
. Forbes might take notion to

com back. He found the light- -,

switch. Mary was pale in the sud--j

den light.
He asked, "What were you de--

fag in here in the dark?"
"

- "Just just thinking."
"Wbaff that in your hand?"
She looked down. It was a dg
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aret ease, a good one of silver.
"I found it outside Just now. I
knocked it saw it glint and
giicked It trp. It was quite warm,

s if it had been on someone's
person. Did you drop it lust
WW?"

"No," Jim said. He remembered
that Forbes companion had light-le- d

a dgaret behind the house,
irlurlrlng his head down as he did
lit "Let's see the thing."

Mary didnt obey. She was
taring at the case, with wide and

tfrightened eyes. He could see
: Initials engraved on it He stepped

close, reaching for the case, but
Mary held it behind her.

She said, "No!" shrilly, and
Itrembled. He reached for her,
meaning to take the thing. She
struggled and broke away. He
took another step toward her, then
the suave voice of Erie Forbes
halted him.
; "Don't you understand 'when
Rady says no, Mallory?"

Jim facea the man. Forbes
jeyes weren't pleasant and steel
jwas in his voice as he said, "Per- -
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(haps you'd like to apologize."
"Sorry," he said. "I made a

mistake." Mary just stood there
holding the. cigaret case behind
fher without speaking. Jim swung
about and left.

THERE was water all about but
the Hammonds had a pool.

Jim went down for an early-morni-

plunge, and found Mary
ithere before him. She was sitting
en the edge at the far end, and
jhe dove in and swam to her.

He grasped her ankles and gave
fher a little pull. "Come on in,
'the water's fine," he said. Til
race you down and back."

Her eyes examined him in a
remote impersonal way, and she
put her feet against his chest and
gave him a stout push. He went
under, and when he came up she
was getting up to go to the house.
'He climbed out and said, "Walt

minute. I want to talk."
She hesitated. He sank down

onto the edge of the pool, and
said, "Come on, Mary. I promise
'not to ley a hand within a mile
of you."

She came and sat down near
Ihira, but not too near. He looked
;t her for a long moment liking
iher smooth brown color, her
copper-tinte-d hair, and the gold
'flecks in her eyes. He thought,
"'She has something Lois lacks."
He didn't know what it was, be-
cause Lois was beautiful, too.

' Aloud he said, "I'm sorry about
last night I guess I do seem like

mug, always manhandling you.But this Sonora business has me
Jittery. There are a lot of queer
angles to it I thought that cigaret
ease might give me some sort of
lead." .

"I think you know great deal
bout that dgaret case."
'"What do you mean?"
"I think you dropped it Erie

Forbes thinks so, too, I showed
it to him. He says you must have
dropped it"

"He does, eh? Listen, Mary, you
"recognized that thing. You were
afraid to let me see it yet you
del ForHes see it Forbes isn't


