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SERIAL STORY

1 MURDER IN CONVOY

the storm the sound was distinc-
tive to one who had spent long
hours on rifle ranges . . . Yes,
there wat another shot!

Rollins ran for the door, pulling
the service revolver from his
pocket as he did so. But with
his hand on the door knob an
ungodly din shattered the night
. . . It was the emergency gong
in the passageway madly clang-
ing a lifeboat alarml

(To Be Continued)
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thead in a very awkward position,
'especially with the ship tossing
labout

But there wasn't a doubt in tha
'world about it somebody was
iflashing a small light towards the
(teal

The light wat being flashed
from "A" deck, and he could
make out a human form bending
over it Apparently the person
was holding the light on top of
the railing and standing in such
a way as to hide the light from
anybody on the ship.

From somewhere on the deck
above him had come the unmis-
takable crack of a rifle. . . . Even
above the noises of the ship and
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CHAPTER VI
Tl JTRACULOUSLY, tha rebru-a- rjr

wind died around mid-
day, and by 3 o'clock, cummer
sunshine bathed the convoy, now
sailing the kindly Gulf Stream.
Like statues the eeScers and men
aboard "T 9" stood in formation
around the coffin con- -'

talninf the murdered body ofl
Captain Tees. Only the gentlel
murmur of th ocean, swishing!
along the aides at the liner, could
be heard.

Through the sounding of the)
lonely Last Post and Reveille
came the heavy splash of fl

weigmea coma nmuig uie es.
"Oh God, oh God!" sobbed Rol-

lins through tightened lips. A
hand touched his arm, squeezing
it gently.

"You poor, dear boy Tm
dreadfully sorry!"

"Abruptly he turned hit blood-
shot eyes from the treacherously
inviting swell that had just swal
lowed the body of his friend. Fori
several seconds he stared fiercely
Into her very soul, then shook his
head.

"You couldn't have . . . Tm go-

ing crary . . . r. . ."
She was plainly puzzled. "What .

are you talking about, Greg?"
In reply, he clasped one of her!

hands on the rail and pressed it
until she felt like screaming. He
talked as he had never talked be-

foreof Syd's grand widowed
mother and young sister and his
fiancee. Those carefree days at
McGilL Of gay episodes on skiing
weekends in the Laurentians.aaa
AS is the way with the Atlantic

in February, the weather had
made another lightning change in
early evening. Cold blasts slipped
in with the Florida-lik- e zephyrs
and overcoats appeared once more.
Within an hour a sleet-li- ke snow
was lashing the decks and labored
groans were coming from the
ocean greyhound's beams. The
roll in zigzagging time became
as intense that the bridge
ment was canceled for the night

Greg was just as glad. He
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wanted to lie back and think,!
think, think . . . somewhere in the'
crazy pattern must be clew that1

The entry an doty aaw aa
effleer standfast aa the ihaaew ef
slifebaaL

(would lead to a solution, The
nurderer or murderers must be
till on the boat A knock on the

jdoor interrupted him.
I It was Hairy Miley.
I He apologized for bursting in
Ibut wanted to ask a few questions
About Tees' background in the
hope some lead would be found.
The Old Man, be added,

seemed sold on the
opinion that some soldier had

(committed the crime, due to the
nature of the wound. There might
have been some man with a gam-- 1
bling or personal jealousy motive
or . . .

"Nothing doing there, Harry,"'
Rollins rasped. "Tees lived a
clean life and only gambled occa-
sionally for a tenth of a cent in
bridge. Now supposing you ask
me what you really came to ask
me."

"Okay, Greg, if you dont mind
toe repeating myself . . . You were

lone, weren't you, up there on
deck when Tees found you? Or,
mere you trying to cover un
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somebody at the inquiry this
morning?"

Rollins swung his feet out of
the bunk. ''What are you digging
ifarT Why should I want to cover
tip anybody? Maybe you have

ome idea of whom I'm covering
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"Hold your horses!" Miley cut

en. "xou needn't be to touchy.
H've got an investigation job

on me which you should
Shored to assist My purpose in

that question is simply that

capture
the title.
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the sentry on duty saw an officer
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lifeboat near the murder scene
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10 Olive shrub.ged to hide it They chatted on
friendly terms for a while before

39 To free.
40 Lawyer's1

charge.
41 Wall

projection
44 Measure.

Open Golf
' , tournament.

.61 At 39, he
'is the
man to
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apple tree.-5-

Transposed,
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89 Pep.

uuey rose to leave. 2 French
(abbr.)!At the cabin door he pausedam isxea casiiniiv! "H, tv

iGreg, who is the swell nurse
ou"re Interested in?"
Rollins felt his musclea tarxa

put he managed to show a grin,fl suppose you'd like to know.
huh?"

,ONG after Miley left, Greg sat
motionless on the tide of tha

Iswaying bunk. Why the crack
bout the nurse following tha
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repetition of the query about his
having been alone on dark? w.
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jjt accidental or based upon tome
knowledge?

Sleep came fitfully. The cabintaa terribly stuffy. Greg opened
etry eyes and looked at the

borthole. Regulations prohibited
sjpening it during hours of dark-
less, but who would know tha
Hifrerence as long as he didn't
Iswitch on the cabin lights?

stood on his bunk and
tHe the heavy clamps.

he often
what made htm look upince it forced hint to twist his


