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OUT OUR WAY By J. R. Williams'authority of the escort command
and be prepared to sacrifice them
selves, if need be, for the safety

OUR BOARDING HOUSE, with Major Hooplo
of the troopslilps. if any aesire
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to withdraw, pleaje do so now."
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"In which circumstance, gentle II,t F'l ' hi mrTT 'rw TRACT INFORWS MB IT IST1MB TOO. !'sf vaavThIS 16 JU6T A S3

men, I find nothing further to oc-

cupy this conference's attention
' '

--J j ff 'il 1 ' W-- u TAKS THa LBAD WHAT DO X OO fother than the happier business of
joining in a toast to our safe pas-

sage together. It you will all step
into the lounge, you will find the
essential liquids awaiting your
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CHAPTER I
T REGRET to state, Gcnfle-men- ,"

said the commodore
presiding at Troopship Convoy
MX Conference, "that the British
Intelligence has obtained positive
Information that a Nazi agent will
lie among the 20,000 troops sail-
ing with us tomorrow ..."

Across the expanse of mahog-
any table the Sea Dogs' bronzed
faces failed to register any emo-
tion. Only by their neglected cigar
ashes and strained postures could
you detect the suppressed excite-
ment among the gathering of Ca-

nadian and British naval officers.

"This Nazi agent," the marble-face- d
commodore continued in a

dull monotone, "is reported to be
member of one of the units. It

is obviously impractical at this
late date to start an investigation
of the 20,000 soldiers so he'll have
to come along. His mission Is pos-

sibly designed as a suicide chore
most likely to get Information

Take it from the girls of this

lair, I accept the post. She's always
happy to help out the Navy!"

The room echoed with deep-- I
throated, laughter.

'The friendly rivalry between the

two services was never so superb-ll- y
evident. The captain flashed a

smile at the commodore.
"And the Navy is grateful," his

tone sobered. "In conclusion, I
must point out to you that should
your vessel or vessels be over-
taken by serious engine trouble, or
should faulty navigation or bad
weather cause you to lng behind
the convoy, you must proceed as
best you can to whatever port you
may choose. The escort's duty is
to remain with the main convoy
and stragglers cannot be given
protection.

"Somewhete around mid-oce-

a heavy escort from the Royal
Navy, probably accompanied by
an aircraft carrier, will meet the
convoy. They will relieve the
Royal Canadian Navy escort as
well as some of the Royal Navy
ships assigned to special duties

small community. Uncle Sam's
soldiers have learned a lesson
about

Greeting SO truckloads of sol
diers passing through here with I

a chorus of "yoo-hoos- the girls
got only smiles in reply.

P COMINGto the enemy In some fashion that
will bring about an attack on the
convoy.

"Now I have a surprise for you.
There Is lying In the basin a large
merchant ship convoy waiting to
all. It will start at dawn. The

11 troopships will leave on a sep
arate schedule later in the day and:
join the merchant men at a ren

to
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dezvous as provided In your)
Sealed Orders and then take up

from that point"
The commodore took over.
"There is only one more matter

to bring before this conference.
You are under strictest secrecy
orders in being informed that we
have good reason to believe a very
forceful attempt is to be made by
the enemy at some time during
this crossing to attack the convoy

and particularly the troopships.
"I cannot divulge any further

details but the information is
sufficiently urgent to prompt an
order from the Admiralty that all
freighter captains be given full
opportunity to withdraw from the
.convoy without any reflection un-

ion themselves. If they remain,
'they must do so under complete

Formation L . . .
TVio on. m murmur of nrntest.

These Sea Dogs knew the perils ofj
this unprecedented move fast
ocean greyhounds and ponderous:
freighters milling around perhaps;
in a heavy sea. The commodore1
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let the kettle boil before resum
ing:

"Ifa unprecedented ' and the
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Navy realizes the task lying

STAR BALL PLAYER
bead but it is all part of a plan

the nature of which I am not at
liberty to divulge. I shall now
usher in the captains of the mer-
chantmen sailing with you for the
purpose of discussing convoy
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burning.

14 Glossy paint.
18 Sun god.
J7Sarty.

colored.
18 Shoe brSca
!l9 To decay.
120 Alleged force.
121 Tiny clothes

Uroom.

major league

skippers, many fidgeting In un-
accustomed starched collars and!
wearing shiny blue serge suits,!
entered the board room. Shyly!
they took the places offered them,
and you could sense the common
bond between these humble rulers-o-

the plodding freighters and that
neatly groomed commanders of
the sleek warships. They were,

factors in keeping:
the Atlantic pipeline open.

Four mimeographed sheets werei
passed to each man in the room, j
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for years (pi
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30 By way of.
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1 To lick up.
2 Constellation.
3 Consumed,
4 Deity.

consideration.
SS New England

abbr.).
.89To fly.

40 To beseech.
43 Cat's murmur.
44 Names of

anything.
6 To think.

23 Into,
24 Balsam.)
25 Slender.
27 Uncooked.
26 To lay a

street

cares for sick.
39 Koran chapter
w 10 write.

S Type measure. 41 Back.
28 Kiln. 6 Recanted. 42 Form of "be."

.iney earned tne names of the
'vessels, the time schedule of leav-
ing the basin, the time gap that,
would result if any ship failed to'
follow its preceding ship sharp
on the minute, the course to be
followed after passing the sub--:
marine gate, when the Joint con- -.

Toy would form and what signal!
code was to be followed in zig-
zagging across the ocean.

"The freighters take the outer:

SI Before Christ 47 Sailors.
BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES(abbr.). ,48 Wrath. By Martin

7 Writing 43 Couple,
fluids. 45 Lubricant

8 Strong wind. 48 Dower
9 To acquire. property.

10 Morindin dye. 47 Three.
1 i. Corrosive. 49 Doctor
12 Perched. (abbr.V.

49 Spanish la65.
50 Goddess of

discord.
61 This

was a first

82Newspapei
paragraph,

83 Frost bite.
34 Cravat
35 Musical note.
3 Mother.

www tou t m II I y tuitKt ooT 1 ft Fy"T1baseman (pi.). 15 Encountered. 50 And. I . I vVl-Ar- mi J m I r W I
lanes," the commodore stated in
discussing the items, "to provide
added protection for the liners. In
return you will be protected by
the heaviest naval escort in his-
tory!"

The commander of the Atlantic
Coast was then called upon to
describe the protective measures
under his Jurisdiction . . . the
flights of Stranraer flying boats
that would be combing the inlets

' while the minesweepers worked
ahead of the convoy out of the
harbor . . . the R, C A. F.I

ce planes

t -- fr j --Jr

3 140 sns?" "Ho

Imlrnimllri
r - .

flying almost to mid-oce- as an
anti-su- b measure. He concluded
by introducing Captain Leeds- -t
court, V. C, who would com-
mand the escorting warships.

Without employing a single ex
cess word he outlined a plan of
action "that has already met with
KonnaeraDie success." He ex- -i

puajnea umi u attacked by sur
face craft he "would hit with the.

WASH TUBBS
Y Cii

pull force at my command while
Eou must follow your Sealed

"And now you are asked to 11-s-

I THIS CURIOUS WORLDten more closely this is an lm- -l By William
Fergusonportant command to all cargo-carryi-

ships in the convoy as
well as the troopships. If one or
more of you should be attacked
by a submarine, all other vessels
must proceed at full speed AWAY
from the torpedoed ship or ships,
leaving the survivors to their fate,

temporarily at least The rjur--i
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FRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDS
By Blotter
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lute minimum. Stationary ships
would provide too good a target
for even the poorest of COK6V. ANO I DONT

TW COUGH WITH IT,
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marksmen."

e
rPHE commodore tugged at Cap--A

tain Leedscourt's sleeve. They
whispered together for a few sec-
onds before the captain spoke

mxAriiitMUM
PrmMUMM.M.

kfrrauaM ba .
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again:
"I have Just been reminded,

gentlemen, that one of you shipmasters commands a trawler . . ."
He looked around the room. A
deep voice boomed from the fari

UNTANNTO "i flMAMM

mMUMN.M

commoVjIk'm....
SCND IM MtMMI .1

VHy
-.- - LM" '
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corner:
"Aye, sir, I command the Lochj

Lomond."
The Scoff rich burr seemed toi

please the captain.
"My compliments, sir, to your- -,

self and the good Loch Lomond.,
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(then wb can continue )
I OUR pursuit op y

urn sure any vessel bearing so
(stout a name would relish the task
a have in mind, would vou vol. 0 jTS Dal UEKr.W 1 JM I .
lunteer to sail at the extreme rear ee sunk bb- - .still got a ( tar&st to I ( at 'em.'A lJlL2?J n W6'Re GONNA CLOSE 7l I

FORE WB CAN DRY PLANK L SHOOT AT A WSTTy Wtlll 1 AFTER BOOM ) IN AN' WIN THIS ltf I
(or the convoy and pause to pick
Wp any survivors In case of emerg-
ency? It is barely possible that
la submarine would risk staying
behind long enough to attack a
(trawler that and the lowness of
your vessel in the water would
jmaka the target a poor one for
pirn. However, it is entirely

and I cannot ..."The old tar was on his feet,
(beaming like a harvest moon:
L "On behalf of the Loch Lomond,

flOPR. 1M1 BY NfA SIRVICt, a
I. M.BW.U. .fAI.Off.
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