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CHAPTER 1
REGRET to slate, Genfle-|!
men,” said 4he commodore
ing ot Troopship Convor||
Conference, “that the British |'
Intelligence has obtained positive
Information that a Nazi agent will |,
be among the 20,000 troops sail-
fng with us tomorrow . . "

Across the expanse of mahog-
any table the Sea Dogs' bronzed
faces fafled to register any emo-
tion, Only by their neglected clgar
mshes and strained postures eould 1
you detect the suppressed excite- |
menl among the gathering of Ca-
nadian and British naval officers.

“This Nozl ngent,” the marble- |
faced commodore continued in a
dull monotone, “is reported to be
a member of one of the units. It
is obviously impractical at this
Iate dnte to start an investigation
of the 20,000 soldicrs so he'll have
to come along, His mizsion iz pos-
mibly designed as a sulcide chore
—most likely to get information
to the enemy in some fashion that |
will bring about an attack on the |
COnvoy.

“Now I bave a surprise for you.
There is lying in the basin a large
merchant ship convoy walting to
small. It will start at dawn. The
11 troopships will leave on a sep-
arate schedule later in the day and
joln the merchant men at a ren-
dexvous as provided (n youn
Sealed Orders and then take wp
Formation L . . .

There was a murmur of -
These Sea Dogs knew the perils of
this unprecedented move — fast
ocean grevhounds and pondercus!
freighters milling around perhapsi
in a heavy sea. The commodore
Jet the kettle bofl before resum-
ing:

*It's unprecedented and the
Navy realizes the task lying
shead but it is a1l part of a plan]
the nature of which I am not et|
liberty to divulge. I shall now
usher in the captains of the mer-|

ol

iudr, T accept the post. She's always || men, 1 find nothing further to oe-

happy to help cut the Nawy!”

The room echoed with deep-
throated, good-natured laughter. |
The friendly rivalry between the

two services was never so superb-
iy evident. The captain flashed a

smile at the commodore,

“And the Navy is grateful,” his
tone sobered. “In conclusion, I
must paint out to you that should
vour wvessel or vessels be over-
taken by serious engine trouble, or
should faulty navigation or bad
weather cause you to lag behind
the convoy, you must proceed nas
best you can to whatever port you |
may choose. The escort's duty is
to remain with the maln convoy
and stragglers cannot be given
protection.

“Somewhete around mid-ocean |
a heavy escort from the Roval
Navy, probably sccompanied l:_\'l
an aircraft carrier, will meet the
convoy. They will relieve the
Roval Canadian Navy efcort as
well as some of the Roval Navy
ships assigned to special duties

from that point.” te
The commadore took over, l ' |
*There is only cne more matier

to bring before this mn!ermm.1 P“ es

You are under sirictest secrecy

orders in being Informed that we Rollerdrome

have good reason to believe a very
forceful attempt is to be made by
the enemy at some time during
this crossing to attack the convoy |
—and particularly the treopships. |
“I cannot divulge any further
details but the information is
sufficiently urgent to prompt an
order from the Admiralty that all
freighter captains be given full
‘opportunity to withdraw from the
jconvoy without any reflection up-
ion themselves, If they remain,
'they must do so under complete

authority of the escort command
and be prepared to sacrifice thome
selves, if need be, for the safely
af the troopships, If any desire
to withdraw, please do so now.™

He looked around the room, No
one moved. A sally smlle wrin-
kled the captains “sideboards™;

*“In which circumstance, gentle=

cupy this conference's attention
other than the happier business of
joining in m toast to our safe pas-
snge together. If you will all step
Into the lounge, you will find the
essential liquids awaiting your |
pleasure.”

(To Be Continued)
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Take It from the girls of this
small community, Unele Sam's
soldiers have learned a lesson
about “yoo-hooing.”

Greeting 30 truckloads of sol-
diers passing through here with
a chorus of “voo-hoos," the girls
got only smiles in reply
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eess word he outlined a plan of
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that if attacked by surl 48 49 50
ace craft he “would hit with tha
force at my command while 51
Ew Emm follow your Sealed Or- ]
ers,” —— - et
h;'And now h{:lu ut; atked 1o lis- B
more ¢ y—this is an im- i
oy s s an im- | | THIS CURIOUS WORLD Bty

ing ships in the convoy as|
gall as the troopships, If one or!
ore of you should be attacked
by & submarine, all other vessels
ust proceed at full speed AWAY|
the torpedoed ship or ships,
ving the survivors to their .fate|
tempararily st least. The pur-|
pose is to curtail Joss {0 an abso=/
lute minimum. Stationary ships
|would provide oo good a target|
for even the poorest of U-boat|
fmarkemen.”

" e |
le commodore tugged st Cap-|
tain Lecdscourt's eleeve, They|
Iwhispered together for a few uc-[
onds before the captain spoke

jagain:

“I have just been reminded,
tlemen, that one of you ship
sters commands a trawler , . "
He looked around the room. Al
eep volce boomed from the fari
corner:

“Aye, gir, 1 command the Loch|
ond.”

The Scot's rich burr seemed to!
please the coptaln,

"My compliments, slr, to your-
If and the good Loch Lomend.
I'm sure any vessel bearing so
ut a name would relish the task
have in mind. Would you wvole
teer to sail at the extreme rear

Ef the convoy and pause 1o pick

p any survivors in case of emerg-
"7 1t iz barely possible that
la submarine would risk staying
ind long enough to attack a
wler—that and the lowness of
veseel in the water would
nlkka the targot a poor one for
However, it i entively wvol-

tary and I eannot , , .»
| The old tar was on his feet,

ing Jike a harvest moon:
“On bﬂt of the Loch Lomond,

|
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