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@ SERIAL STORY

FOOTSTEPS IN THE FOG

BY ELINORE COWAN STONE

Angle, Deboraly told herself dog-
gedly as her heart turned over
with a sickening thud. She's prob=
ably seen some innocent citizen
stop to fumble for his latch-key,
and decided he's reaching for a
gun.

Before she could get up, the
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! YEATERDAY: Stephan reveals
e i the hunted Ceech ngent. His
Eather wan a fliermnn, Siephan
WTER WD n the German army,
But he han keen working for the
Owenh cniise since Manlch, He ex-
mine Briefly, that his mission In
imieriea wis (o follow n German
wpy. As he pneks to leaye, Angle
' jvew, vinrus Doborah not (e let
A Ktephan ll-t: tl-: ..l"ill-
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uwmu: I was standing outside

Yu Chen's chop house a few |

minutes ago,” Angela hurried on,

1 “I happened to overhear Jose
( Pastia talking to one of his erew
as they passed. 1 was walting—"

*For Heaven's sake, Angle, this
i3 no time to Indulge in fotal re-
calll Never mind what you were
walting for. Who fa this Jose
Pastla; and what can he possibly
have 1o do with Stephan?”

“He's the skipper of a launch
that's supposed to be taking Ste-
phan somewhere tonight. . . .

| Where to, is all very hush-hush,
1 gather, but-—"

“Then how do you come fo
know he was taking Stephan any-
where?"”

*T averheard enough to get that,
These Portuguese forget that I can
understand them. I followed Jose
and got a little mare out of him."

“More of what?" Deborah was
almeost frantic with suspense.

“Look here, Debby,” snapped!
Angela, “if you'll give me half a
chance, maybe I can get on with
this. . ., . Jose has information—
he wouldn't teill me how he got it
—that there's some one hanging
around town who's going to make

SCo me.

kitchen door opened, and Bridgie,
fanning herself with her apron,
bustied out and took down the re-
celver,

{To Be Contlnued)

agninst her ear, “it you stand just
here, in front of the lamp, I shall
be able to see you as I drive away.
Then I can always think of you
that way, and—"

“Oh, no! Not that way! . . .
Not watching you go, Stephan!
You must think of me as waiting
here—for you to come back.”

“And you must remember—
every time you think of me—that
nothing in Heaven or earth can
keep me away from you"
o e - "nt | Production of a billion gal-
clinging silently to each other, be= lons of gasoline represents less
enuse they could not trust to words than two wecks' work for the
all the many things that still ached | American pelroleum industry.
to be sald

After he had gone downstairs
and out into the night, she con=
tinued to stand there where he
had left her, waving until the rasp
of his feet on the gravel had died
away. |

Perhaps, she thought, 1f the fog
has lightened a little, he really can

According to recent estimates,
55 per cent of passenger car
mileage is for business trips and
only 45 per cent for recreation-
al and sociul purposes.
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BUT she stood with tightly closed
eves, because she knew that
when, on long nights to come, she
startled awake—as she must do,
perhaps, many times before he

foghorn In Ter ents, she must not | NGRS
have to recull aee_i.n'g him in that As L‘mg as 90 Dc,'
last !nsta& before his glc%rntnk to Pay
white-coa figure ond brgat Z
head were finally engulfed in the KLAMATH 5 CREDIT
mist. Clothiers

Finally, because there scemed

to be nothing else to do, Deborsh
went downstairs to the living
room. She had barely seated her-
self before the dying embers of
the fire when the telephone rang
sharply io the hall
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1t his business to sce that Stephan |
doesn't get away—by foree, if
dscesmry.” |

“Why didn"t thi=—Jose—come|
and warn Stephan, himself?"

*He was on his way to—although
he didn't seem to think it would|
do any good. But we decided that
gince I'm in and out of here all
the time, anyhow, it would be
smarter for me to come—in case
anyone was hovering about watch-
ing the house.”

“Watching—the house?™ De-
borah echoed faintly. “But who?"

“If Jose knows, he wouldn't tell
1 don't think he does know.”

“Why hasn't he warned the po-
Rice?"

*He seemed fo think that was
the last thing Stephan would want.
« « « I's my private guess that the

interested are from the

ent of Justice—and I|
suppose 1 ought to be stood up
» eagainst a gtonewall for meddling.™ |
*“If you really belleve that, why|

did you come, Angie?” ]

*Well,” Angle admitied with a|
rudging grin, “because I can't!
help liking the guy, I guess, . . .
- slipping out the back way. If
I see anyone skulking around, 1
telephéne when I get home, . . .
! him' listen, Decbby. Jose
m't the kind to go off the deep
mnd for nothing.”

“Did Jose gay Stephan shouldn't

to gor”

*Well—no,® Angle admitted.
He just wanted him {0 know."
L L
7 ¥ Deborah hurried upstalrs
to Stephan, he seemed rather
jated than otherwise. J
*So that ane has come, 100" he
jmaid  thoughtfully. *“Now that
mmakes it really worth while”

“But, Stephan, you're surely not/
olng? Just before 1 came up-
8, I Jooked out—and there is
me one outside, skulking in the
hadow of the evergreens,”
Su]fhanﬁ!hrw back his head!

ind laughed.
“What you saw,” he said, “was
probably good old Wilhelm, He
f't much fo look at, but in a
icrap, he iz something to wrile
home sbout, . . . Not that 1 ex«
any trouble,” he added hastie
s catching the terror in her eyes,
Then all at once, in that last fow |
hlnutes before he really must go, |
all the futile little things that etill
bad to be sald came flacking in

mpon them.
“Yg:.'l‘ll wrile me often, Ste-

| “As often ns I can be rure of
ting my letters to you in some-
ng like their original form. 1'm
you wouldn't like one that
Eﬂd just: ‘'Dearest Deborah—
lunk-blank-blank. . . . Your
mdoring Stephan.'"

“I should like the ‘adoring Ste-
E‘n' very much—but oh, my

ear, don't try unless it's entirely
| \safe for you! . . . Anyhow, I shall
i mwrite every day. I shall be very
eareful what I spy—"'

“But that's the worst of it, my

rling. 1 may not be able to lot
wol know for monihis where you
| can be sure of Nnding me"”

Not even letters—exeept on

rare occnsions when one
might be slipped through, . . .
Perhaps not for monthe,

“Stephan,” she said, “that lasi
hight in California—when you did |
not come, or even telephone—I
thought, 'It's like having o beauti=
ful story abruptly cut short, with=
out so much ns a “To Be Contin-
ued. Now—"

“But it has been continued,
bham't {t? And it will go on' as
flong a8 we both—" he caught

If up sharply, ns I startied

Y the implieations of what he

nd been about to sny. “You'll|
see,” he finikhed. “I'U be back)

ost before you have time to

A i A AT

iss me."
| - L ]
| at length he turned to
i plck up hils bags, and ghe

oved, with tear-blinded eves, o
ead the way downstairs, he hete
fated, then said awiflly, “Plense

—no! I should rather remember
ou Here—where for a litte whils
we have Leen happy together, Or
Mealt—I have a better fdea”
He Jed her to the window,
*Now,” ha directed, his hands

Hpon her shoulders, his lips
<
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