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STALIN'S 3TEP
MAY FORECAST
CRISIS, GLAIN

By DaWITT MacKENZIE

Joseph Stalin's surprising
emergence from the privacy of
the office where he has quietly
but firmly pulled the strings of
government, to assume the pre-
miership of Russia, is far from
self-explanatory, but it strikes
me there is one assumption we
ean mnake safely—that he fore-
sees some imminent crisis and
has put himself in the slot to
denl with it,

When we go further, however,
and try to put a finger on the
exnet crisis he has in view we
ghould move cautiously, for the
mind of the Muscovite sphinx is
a closed book excepting as he
resorts to action, Still, there are
several logical possibilities.

Among these I should put well
to the fore the growing tension
between the axis and the United
Btates,

Stalin sces Washington's stif-
fened attitude, as evidenced by
such developments as Secretary
of War Stimson’s plea for use of
our navy to guarantee the suc-
cess of the aid-to-Britain pro-
gram. The communist leader
notes the nazl announcement
that it is preparing to increase
munitions production on the as-
sumption that there is a possi-
bility America may enter the
War,

Maybe he too believes that
the United States may get Into
the conflict. I don't know that,
He wouldn't be the chief of all
the Russias, however, if he didn't
have the foresight to prepare
for such a contingency. That
event would completely alter the
complexion of the war, and
would be bound to have a pro-
found effect on the soviet unian,

There is another matter which
is of vast concern to Stalin, That
is Germany's thrust into what
Russia considers her preserves
in the lower Balkans and on the
Dardanelles, and the indications
that Hitler may strike into the
near eist, thereby further men-
acing soviet interests.

Then there have been
that Hitler is again looking with
speculative eyes on Russia's Uk-
raine, Possesslon of that produe-
tive state would give the nazis
vital supplies which they lack.
Hitler's first move in that diree-
tion would mean war with the
bolshevists.

And there is still another pos-
sibility. Hitler is reported to be
epplying the heat to Japan to
force her to make war on Brit-
ain and the United States in the
far east, to create a diversion
for the benefit of the European
conflict. Stalin can't overlook
that situation, which Is full of

* dynamite for him.

Is the bolshevist chief think-
ing of sending his great army
into action?

It would be rash to take that
for granted, as I see the position.
It is fair to assume, however,
that he envisages that possibility
and is getting set to meet the
crisis If and when it develops.

Eight “British” Presidents

Eight of the presidents of the
United States were born British
subjects: George Washington,
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson,
James Madison, James Monroe,
John Quincy Adams, Andrew
Jackson, and Willlam Henry
Harrison.

Destructive
In British and German East
Africa, during the World war,
giratfes were shot because they
tore down the field telephone
and telegraph connections of the
armies,
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Valedictorian

—Kennell-Ellis
Helen Cox. Klamath Union

valedictorion of her class which
graduates in exercises scheduled
for Friday afternoon. May 23,
in the new boys' gym. Miss Cox
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.,
Lester Cox of Bisbee street.

Salutatorian

—Kennell-Ellls

Chosen salutatorian of her

class is Virginia Ellen Smith,

daughter of Mz, and Mrs. James

Smith of this city, outstanding

senlor student of Klamath Union
high school.

Montgomery Ward
Repeats Bargaining
Stand at Portland

PORTLAND, May 7 (F)—
Portland Montgomery Ward and
company officials reiterated yes-
terday that they would “bargain
in good faith with any organiza.
tion which represents a majority
of employes.”

Officials of the store, which
closed Saturday after a strike of
more than five months, were ac-
cused by three AFL unions of
disavowing the “American dem-
ocratic principle of collective
bargaining."

The company said it would
recognize any group certified af-
ter a national labor relations
board election, and would re
open the store if it could obtain
delivery service through trucks,
trains and mail.

The AFL said its five-months
strike was waged for recogni-
tion. No election has been held
at the store, but the NLRE now
is considering union charges
that the store engaged in unfair
labor practices,
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high school senior, was named |

NAZI-PLANNED
FRENCH 5YRIA
COUP FEARED

LONDON, Wednesday, May 7
(UR—Fears of n German engl-
neered coup d'etat In  French
Syria, similar to the one which
touched off the “war of oil” in
Iraq, developed early today after
disclosure Syrian Moslem nation-
alists hnd virtunlly wrecked the
British consulate in Damascus, |

Hostilitles in Iraq were re-
ported spreading over larger
arcas—after a breakdown of
neutral peace feelers—with Brit-
ish bombers blasting Iraq mill-
tary positions and weakening the
five-day seige of Habbaniya air
base, 65 miles west of Baghdad.

British quarters tock a grave
view of reports from Syria
where Germany's seizure of air-|
dromes might prove the blow to|
drive the British out of Iraq and
might vield to Adolf Hitler's fuel- |
hungry war machine the oil of
Iraq.

Possible Revolt

Wrecking of the British con-|
sulate in Damascus, presumably
on Sunday, was taken by some
British quarters to indicate that
Germany is attempting to stir up
a revolt throughout the Arab
world. It was sald that the French
authorities appear to be unable
to keep the Syrian extremists
under control.

Germany, it was added, may
not even find it necessary to
instigate an anti-British coup in
Syria if pressure now being
brought on the vichy government |
gives Germany the foothold Hit-
ler is reporied here to be de-
manding in the French colonies. |

The shelling of Habbaniya air|
base by Iraq artillery was said|
officially to have slackened off
considerably as result of new|
RAF attacks. . |

Barricade Set Up

Axis reports sald 3,000 Brit-|
ish troops within the besieged|
base on the Euphrates, incIudmgF‘
Australians, were completely en-|
circled, but the Iraq forces were|
unable to storm Habbaniya be-
cause it is surrounded by electri.
fied barricades.

Iragi artillery is constantly|
shelling the base in an effort to|
destroy the power house pro-
viding electricity for the barri-
cades.

It was admitted by the German
radio tonight British engineers|
had succeeded in blowing up a8
number of oll storage centers be- |
bore being arrested by Iragi|
troops.

The Berlin radio said British

planes had raided the Iraqi capi-| of 11 days. He was a nalive of |

tal, killed or wounded several
civilians and damaged a Mos-|
que, in addition to bombing other |
so-called "open towns" during|
the last 24 hours,

The British middle east com-
mand at Cairo reported heavy|
bombing of Iragi military posi-|
tions around Habbaniya, where|
direct hits were scored, across|
the Euphrates near Falluja whzre‘i
motor transports columns vmre|
blasted and in the Diwaniya sec-
tor 80 miles south of B:lghdud|
on the Euphrates. |

Around Habbaniya the shell-|
ing of the air base was reduced
to “intermittent and Inaccurate"
fire, it was sald.

In the Basra area, it was stated
officially, the “situation remains
quliet” after the driving of Iraql
forces from the vicinity,
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CITY BRIEFS

Meeting—The regular meeting
of IWA auxiliary was to be held
In the TWA hall Wednesday ot
T:30 p. m,

From Portland—NMrs. Eugene
Schaefer, 2007. Wantland avenue,
has returned from a combined

| business and pleasure trip which

took her to Portland, her former
home,

Visit Portland— DNMrs. M. O,
Cassel and daughter Lois left
this weck for Portland to visit
friends and relatives. They ex.
pect to be gone about two
weeks.

Police Court—Three drunks,
two drunk and disorderly cases,
one vag, threc traffic tickets
and two drunks who bailed out,
made up the activities reported
by city police in police court
Wednesday morning.

Visits Son—Mrs, T. M. Spring-
er of Coquille returned to her
home after spending the past
week visiting her son, Willis
Marshall of the Imperinl garage.
While here Mrs. Springer on.
motor trip to
Crater lake where she witnessed

| a snowstorm, A number of small

dinner parties were given for
Mrs. Springer during her stay.

Hits Prowl Car—Frances M,
Yost of Tulelake tangled with
the city police prowl car Wed-
nesday at 1 p. m. when she
drove away from the curb at
Seventh and Pine streets, slight.
ly damaging both machines.
Charles J. Evans, 820 Lexing-
ton avenue, reported to clty
police his car struck a parked
machine registered to Vera Ow.
ings, 1304 Wiard street, early
Tuesday night. Slight damage
was reported.

Nominated—Bob Calkins of
Klamath Falls was one of six
nominated for the University of

| Oregon executive council of as-|

soclated students Tuesday. Bob
Lovell, alse of this city, was one
of four nominated for senior rep-
resentative.

Achievement Day—C, C, Jen-
kins, 4-H club agent, spent Wed-
nesday afternoon at Summers
school where achievement day
was observed by 4-H club mem-
bers. Pins were awarded by
Jenkins to students who have
completed required club work.

OBITUARY

FRANK SCHMECK
Frank Schmeck, for the last 18
yvears m Tesident of Klamath
Falls, Ore., passed away in this
city Wednesday, May 7, 1041, at
11:15 a. m., following an lllness

Omaha, Neb., and at the time of
his death was aged 77 years and
10 months. Surviving are seven

| sons, Willlam, Roy, Albert and

Francis Schmeck of this city,
Ofar of Bolse, Ida, Brvan of
Oroville, Calif, and Chester
Schmeck of Sacramento, Calif;
also one daughter, Mrs. Ida Rowe
of this elty. The remalins rest In
the Earl Whitlock Funeral
Home, Pine strest at Sixth,
where friends may call after 4
p. m. Thursday., Notice of fu.
neral to be announced at a laler
ddte.
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The most popular silver coin .
in England (s the six-penny
plece, which formed about ane-
third of the silver coins minted
in the country during 1949,
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FOR SALE—Good paying hotel.
Priced reasonnbly for quick
sale. Phone 6731, 50

FURNISHED APARTMENT in
duplex, close in. Phone 37690

58

WANTED — Housekeeper, -amall
family, Good wages, Inguire
410 Owens. 85

FOR RENT—4-room furnished
apt., 5054 Jefferson. Can be
seen between 10 a, m, and 6
p. m. No children or pets.

5.8

GLADIOLT BULBS—135¢ dozen,
$1.00 per 100. Anderson's, 330
North 8th. 57

THREE ROOM furnished .hmm.-;
also four rooms unfurnished.
710 Lowell. 87

| THE INTERSTATE BUSINESS
COLLEGE offers specinl
courses In CIVIL SERVICE
and for secretarial work in|
army and navy, 5.7
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IT JUST STARTS TO BE-
GIN WHERE “THE GREAT
ZIEGFELD" LEFT OFF!

7 BIG ACTS

Replacing Our Regular
Vaudeville Bill
This Week Only!

AND ON THE SCREEN

Jake time oul ior happipess!

N
dJoin the parada of
Romance and Revelry!

June Clyde
Win. Demarest
Harold Huber

Directed by Rabert 7. Loanard
1henring

’
JAMES JUDY

STEWART - GARLAND

HEDY LANA

LAMARR - TURNER
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