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end of the floor. Of course, there
are phones in the restroom, but
they're always mobbfd during
lunchtime."

"Thanks." She walked briskly
out to the elevators.

At the third floor (she'd always
remember to carefully avoid the
fifth and Mile. Mathilde) she got
out and found the corner where
the phone booths were.

A sale of $1.98 housedresses
was in progress opposite, and the
voices of customers made a shrill
uproar. She closed the door of the
booth carefully before putting her
nickel in the slot.

"Mr. Curtis Wecming, please.
Miss Davenport calling." She
lowered her voice, almost guiltily.

"Mr. Weeming? How are you?
Mr. Wecming, something very at-

tractive has just turned up, and
I'm leaving immediately. I don't
know how long I'll be gone."

"But Beatrice where are you
going?"

"South America," she said
crisply. "Er the Argentine." Was
Rio de Janeiro or Buenos Aires in
the Argentine? It didn't matter.
She went on. swiftly, "An old
school friend who's married to a
man who raises horses has cr a
ranch in the interior and I've just
decided"

Mr. Wecming, fortunately, was
accustomed to her hair-trigg- er de-

partures for far pastures. Ho

asked, "Is your fiance accompany-
ing you?"

"Why no, he's not" She might
as well be as honest as she dared.
"I've become a bit bored with the
idea of marrying Clarence and this
trip is really r sort of

excursion."
"Ah," said Mr. Weeming. in

delight "That's fine.
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"Why, I I've token car of that
already." she answered. "Don't

it m thmiffht. If 1 need anyt
ihinn t I'll cable von. Goodbv."

Beatrice Davenport Huntington
hung up. And uce unvis, newest
employe of Huntington's Depart-
ment Store, enmc out ot the phono
booth to face a future which was
singularly unlike a plcusuvo trip
to South America.

(To Be Continued)
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His name is much in the news,
but Prof. Willy Messerschmitt
builder of the famed German
fighting plane, is rarely photo-
graphed. Here he is honored by
Hermann Goering. visiting the
Messerschmitt plant in soutlicrn

Germany.

By William

Ferguson
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BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES

BY EDITH ELLINGTON
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; . BEATBICB GOES SOUTH

CHAPTER IX

THE woman behind the desk
for a white blank. Be-

fore (he handed it to Beatrice, she
looked her over with cold, experi-
enced eyes. She took in the soft,
golden curls under the small, mink
hat She noted the thin woolen
jacket, the unobtrusive smartness
of the dress.

"Toby didn't spot it," Beatrice
thought, unhappily, "but this
woman isn't missing a trick." The
luede handbag came in tor scru-

tiny, and the brown suede shoes
with the mate neeis.

Almost reluctantly, the woman
handed Beatrice the blank. "Fill
this in, please, and come back."

There waa a table in the mid-

dle of the office. A long table,
with- - pens and ink and blotters
and a list of instructions under
the glass top. "Be sure to answer
each question. Please do not
falsify statements as all references

re checked. Give exact dates of
previous employment and exact
alary."
Beatrice sat down and picked

up a pen. Name? Bebe Davis.
Address? She wrote the street
and number of Toby's apartment
and carefully included, "Care of
Masters." Experience? None. Edu-
cation? That was a poser. She
couldn't write Miss S pence's
School. She bit her lip. Some co-

llegeany college. She remem-
bered the name of a woman's col-

lege at which Grandfather had
endowed a chair.

She carried the completed ap-

plication to the woman.
. "Sit down." She seemed to take
In the information at a glance.
"Now what makes you think you'd
like to work for Huntington's,
Misf Davis?"

"I need the position," said Bea-

trice quietly. "That's the main
reason for applying, of course.
Then, I I've always thought I'd
like to selL I I believe I could."

i "I tee."
I "A friend of mine in fact, the

(ill I live with, works here,"
plunged Beatrice. "Miss Masters.
She thought I would fit in."

"I see." The woman was posi-
tively frigid. Her eyes, the tone
of her voice, the poker face, told
nothing.

Beatrice found herself becom-
ing annoyed with this person. Was

this the way Huntington's treated
people who asked merely for the
opportunity of working? People
who might some day be valuable
to the store? The least they could
expect wis reasonable courtesy.

(yOT of the past came a remark

y' of Grandfather's she had not
paid especial attention to at the
time. "We never know when some

jworld-beati- executive may sp-fp-ly

to us, in the shape of a fright-tene- d,

shabby boy who never
Innlshed grade school. That's why

store like ours can't afford toS exclusive in the personnel
I don't believe in this

istuff of demanding a college ee

and 14 personal references.
"And another thing! A store

(like Huntington's must never lose
wight of the fact that applicants
Ifor positions, whether hired or
mot are very likely to be custom-ter- s,

too) Antagonize 'em, insult
"em, and you've lost customer.,
fYouVe also lost their families and
ifriends."

The woman behind the desk
Hooked at Beatrice with a quick
iglint in her eyes. "Did you say

. omething, Miss Davis?"
I was merely wonderingen. what basis an applicant is

Judged. That Is to say if I have
not the qualifications necessary
for selling exactly what are
they?"

The woman smiled. "That's an
Intelligent question. But we need
not go into it As it happens, Miss
Davis, I think you do possess
qualifications for selling. At least
we'll give you a chance. We hap-ip- en

to be forming a new training
class. Of course, you understand,
'sometimes most of a training class
.doesn't make the grade. It's not

guaranty of a full-ti- position.
'But we train you, give you the
'opportunity of working in various 3

'departments, as a contingent when
extra help is needed."

Beatrice thoueht swiftlv. "ShM
'have turned me down if I hadn't
bucked her!" She did not know it,but she was making the same dis-
covery her grandfather had made,
years ago, when he laid down the
first plank of the foundation of
his fortune.

The woman turned her over to
the store's medical department for
la physical examination.

After that she was given an in- -i

telligence test ."Aptitude Test"!
they called it, tactfully. Then she'
was given a payroll number and!

card to be punched and led to'
(the locker room, where she put
laway her hat and coat

' "The training class begins at 1
o'clock," she was told. "You may
Xo to lunch now."

"I'm hired!" She wondered, a
Uttle sadly, if being hired could

possibly mean more to the girl she
pretended to be than it did to the
girl she really was. "That fiend
called me useless. But I'm not
'Useless! Huntington's thinks I can
work and sell things for them!"

REMEMBERING the owner ot
that hateful voice brought Mr.

Weeming back to mind. She asked
girl, "Where's a telephone?"

' The. girl said, "You'd better go
down to the selling floors and use
the coinboxes. They're at each
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ANSWER: Labrador is the nearest point on the mainland of
North America.
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