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the way I've always been."
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Through the long morning, she
couldn't seem to stop looking at I

ihim. With that awful fascination.
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tnat suddenly clear and penetrat
ing gaze. As If she had never seen
him before, exactly as he was. Henrte Rr tViin': k' ,rvM r y I l irT Mx XVSiM
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IF BILL KNEW

CHAPTER VII
TfOR a long moment, after Su

He hsd discarded his coat In
shirtsleeves, he worked at the
board In his office, the door open.
ms snouiaers were broad, his
tanned, bony face absorbed. Once
he picked up his slide rule, drew
it out of its worn case, slipped the
little transparent panel carefullyzanne's last word left her lipi, aown an inch or two, and frownedthey didn't quite sink In. The as he made a calculation. II I --ViaVX WTY I !i :M KM TffVk A 1 Vemail girl with the red hair, hud- -i

She began to wonder, as he
worked on, oblivious, how Paul
could have stood these months in
the office with her after she mar-
ried Bill. He had alwava been
Just the same casual, normal.

died on the aofa, didn't quite un-

derstand the enormity of what she
had heard until Suzanne was
reaching for the doorknob.

"Walt a minute, Suzanne!" She
ran to her. "What do you mean,
someone might tell Bill? Oh, you
couldn't you wouldn't dare go

- to him with a lie like that!"

businesslike. How could he have
such control of himself that al
though Suzanne said his eyes gave
mm away, when they were to
gether, here in the office they

"L.ie7 I wouldn't lie. There's never did?
no need. It's true that Paul's in
love with you, and that you've
been seeing him every night, even
after I refused to come along and

QR did they? She swung around
in her chair, her eves on the

back of the thin file clerk. Whatplay chaperone. '
was It the girl had said, several
weeks ago? Something about Mr. I MQCtUtttaU tuM- - at T a t Mr. 'CLL IWIU I " n.i.-H--,- - " 'r I r I I ncn nvnrnElliott keeping Mrs. Marshall

Martha's mouth was dry, a little
pulse hammered In her throat
"But I didn't mean anything it
was Innocent and Bill trusts
Paul You can't do this! You

from getting too lonely . . . II MX II RW MU BY PRFn HAPUAM
can't come Into our lives and "

Her heed ached dully, by lunch-tim-e.

Her fingers had been slow
and faltering on the typewriter

i7 J PSIiS171I didnt say I would," Susanna
Keys all morning. Lunch did nottold her evenly. "I merely- - said

that It wouldn't be very nice if
someone did.
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revive her. There still echoed in
her mind the sound of Suzanne's
voice. The sickening realization
that those awful things she had
said were true settled more and

Then, as If Martha's shock and
misery had gotten through to her,
she leaned impulsively over her. more heavily in Martha's heart British Home-Flee- fiSI N K ' 1" 14! itT.8i'JKr i"Look, darling, I know you. And
I know Paul. He's held himself in
leash, he's suffered but he hasnt
made love to you. The only thing
I'm asking is that you look the
nets in the face. Quit seeing him."

Once more her voice vibrated
with passion. "Give me a chance
to get him back!"

a a a

WHEN the door closed behind
Suzanne, she left ruin behind

The world of simple friendship, of
Trusting ana uncomplicated com'
panionshlp which had sprung up
between Martha and Paul, since
that day she told him, "I'm go-
ing to marry Bill. But cant we be
friends?" was wrecked forever.

Never again could she be
casually cool with him. Never
again could she laugh and talk and
dance with him and remain blind
to the truth she had not seen be-
fore that he loved her. Loved
her enough, to torture himself
endlessly by seeing her with Bill,
by visiting in the apartment where
ane lived as Bill's wife.

Unwilling pity shook her. Poor
Paul. He had had raw deal
orom her, right from the start But
her heart said It wasn't her fault
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that Bill Marshall's blue eyes had
stirred depths la her aha herself!

(had never dreamed were there. Itl
wasn't her fault that the cams.
raderie, the serene content she had
accepted as love with Paul, had
turned out sot to be love at all.
Not after she tasted the heady
wine, the magle ecstasy of thai

of Bill s hand, the sound of
Ecu the feel of his lips on

. . .
Could It be that for Paul there

was magic and wonder only with
Bier? Oh. he shouldn't have crma
ton clinging to the ghost of some- -'
oning mat was dead! He should
nave turned to Suzanne.

But Martha knew, achlngly, that
nova isn't uKe mat Aa the eoun- -l
Isels of common sense, all the old:
neaenings she had been taught at
mome or love, Honor and duty, had
(directed that even though Bill's
Iblue eyes hsd wakened somethingHo singing life inside her, that first
pime still she had no right to goon seeing him. Had no right to let
Ihim kiss her while Paul's ring was
ion her finger.
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Practical considerations would
(have directed that Paul, with
Imoney of his own and a fine posi-
tion, was the better man to marry.IHe could have bought her so much
Ithat she and Bill had gone with-
out There would have been no
jsmall apartment, but a big house.

10 Opera air.
11 Old measure.
12 Trudges.
13 SouL
IS Sloe.no juo hj wane up to each mom.

ting. No dilapidated Peg, but i
igood car. a new ear.

17 To make lace.
18 Northeast

(abbr.).
19 Structural

And yet, she hadn't even giventnose things a single thought. Her
wnoie neart was Bill's simplyIforever and bevond denial

unit 37 Not speaking.
20 Morindin dye. 38

boat.21 Half an era.
Once she had heard somewhere

that it didn't matter whether or
not you were wildly in love with
jthe person you married at the

FRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDS
BY BLOSSER

time you married him. "After 10
years," someone had said, "youllove him anyway. The things youtwo have gone through together

VERTICAL
2 Prepared

lettuce.
3 In a row.
4 To assist.
5 Fortress

palace.
Animal that
nests.

7 To attend.
8 Paving

substance.
9 Sinister.

12 His or
theories are
found in his
book,
"Principla."

39 Grief.
40 Observes.
41 Sneer.
42 Diamond

cutter's cup.
43 Hidden supply
45 Valley.
46 Correspond-

ing.
47 Ascetic.
48 Fodder vat
49 Moderates.
50 He was a

famous
English .

;j.cuieni you closer than any fleet--

22 Sun.
23 Having a

reflecting
surface.

28 Sky color.
29 Death notice.
31 Verbal.
32 Tumbler.
33 Tree fluid.
34 Shrewd.
35 Ducklike

bird.
38 Upon.

.Perhaps it was true. But she
lhad never thought of standing at

.i nuu: mm saying those
ijolemn vows, merely because she
lhad promised.
' Was that why Paul couldn't turn
Ito Suzanne? Because the thingICalled lOVe held him aa in.nl..l.
jlessly In its grip as it had heldi

ALLEY OOP
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Suzanne had accomplished whatthe set out to do!

"plye me a chance to get him
Iback," she had cried.

"i'BUIv Martha wept
"Bill, why did they ever draft

you? You never should have gone
iaway from me. Never."
THE next morning In the office,

it was aa If everything had
changed. The sunny room was
bleak, the shadows cast by the
Venetian blinds seemed like bars.

When Paul came in, she couldn't
help the little tautness that went
over her. She couldn't help look-
ing at him in a way she had never
looked at him before,

As always, there was a pipe in
his mouth. As always, he bid hera cheerful good morning. She

almost inaudlbly, and benther head low over the typewriteras he went'lnto the private office.
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