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thing that's none of my business.
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"Don't apologize." Martha aara.
"What's the matter?"
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izanne. There was something tight
lin her voice. Something held back,
waiting. ...

"yes." She hurried on, "What-iev- cr

happened between you two
lid'its, anyway? Why don't you
come around any more? I asked
!Paul, but ho told me exactly noth-

ing. What did you fight about, if
'you did fight?"

"Suppose I come over right
now? I've wanted to talk to you.
In fact that's why I called."

"Why, of course, come right
over."

She went to the bedroom, after
she hung up, and looked critically
into the mirror. Paul had said she
wasn't looking so well. And Su-

zanne was always perfectly per-
fect; her hair glossy, each curl in
place, her makeup artful. She
couldn't explain to herself why
suddenly she wanted to look well
for Suzanne. It had something to
do with the way the other girl
had asked, "Out with Paul?" but
she didn't want to think about
that.

Suzanne appeared, in soft black.
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CHAPTER V
whirled In rick stir-pri-MARTHA

She peered out into the
tun, but whoever it was had al-

ready gone. The shuffle ot feet on
the stairs, going up, and the slam-mi- ne

of door on the floor above,
however, told her a second later
that It must have been the stout,
pay-hair-ed school leac'ier who
lived with the thin, spindly piano,
teacher. .

"Neighbors!" she thought, furl- -i

eualy. "Dear, nosey, nasty-mind-

AeJghborst"
' A moment later, Butch came

bounding up the stairs. His tail;
wagged, his little paws reached up

muddy, of course and his eyesi
aid her how much he loved her.
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shoulders. Her mouth was wry
red, her voice very gay. But her
eyes were not happy. Martha saw
that at once. Saw that there was
purpose in the squared, slender
shoulders; something beneath the
mannered way Suzanne divested
herself of hat gloves, furs and sat
down on the sofa.

"I called you at least a dozen
times," she said.

"We were out a great deal."
There was a silence. Suzanne

lighted a cigaret Her fingers were
shaking.

"Martha," she began. "Martha,
Pm putting my nose into some
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It was curiously comforting. She
dosed the door, put the chain on,
and thought, "The devil with
them."

a a

TJTJT the little incident stayed
- wiQi her. For days, she could

not shake It off. Once she passed
the stout school teacher on the
stairs, and she avoided the sharp
ores, holding her head high.

She did not mention the inci-

pient to Paul. It was too ridicu- -
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CALLED An undisclosed
government mission took Dr.
VYaltmin Walters (above), sur-
geon from Mayo's at Rochester,
Minn., to the Pacific Coast
Reaching Los Anceles. Dr. Wal-
ters said he'd been called to ac-
tive duty by U.S. naval reserve.
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THIS CURIOUS WORLD By William
Ferguson j V-z-o

The only thing that troubled her
was that Suzanne did not tele-

phone, and Paul did not bring her
around again, as she had expected.
The quarrel must have been more
serious than she had realized. It
was awkward, too, for now Paul
came by himself. And she simply
could not drown that feeling ot
eyes watching her as she left the
apartment with him; eyes again as
they said good night at the door.

Bill's letters were short Shorter
than she liked. He seemed very
cheerful, even happy. He duti
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ful ry said ha missed her, sent her
loads of love. "The only thing that
worries me," he wrote, "is how
you're getting along. I hate to
think you're lonely, or worrying
about me. The camp is swell, bet-
ter than the Reception Station.
We're in winterized tents, barracks
too, but I drew a tent The first
13 weeks here are supposed to
toughen us up: maybe that's the

lh inpluenza' I

A fA ONCE WAS THOUGHT TO
USX BE CAUSED E5V
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Idea of the tent Darling, be sure
to write ma bow you're getting

I
, Reading that letter one morning

Lit- - 0at her desk, the thought with sur-

prise, Tm getting on even better
than I have any right!" Certainly
the could not be lonely, having mrorr. r I BOOTS AND HER BUDDIEST.m.m.v. BY MARTIN
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dinner with Paul almost every
night, seeing movies with him,
and going riding.

One night they'd stayed In and
played ed bridge. And
one night they had taken Butch
for a long walk. He was so piti-(ful- ly

cooped up. Paul said it
would be better, perhaps, to put
Ihun out to board on a farm he
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"She read-Bi-

ll's "letter again.
(Suddenly she decided, Til stay
pome, tonight" She could not
quite put her finger on what made
Bier decide that . . .
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ICHE told Paul while she was In
r7 his office going over some re- -
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reptile.
S Mineral spring

14 AMD THAT HOLE 40ARCEO.ill NIAlNIEIlDlRiOnSIA.'P O'R

gaiety is wearing me out, Paul.
And I have no clean stockings
left I believe 111 fry myself a
couple of eggs tonight and stay
home."

"I suppose a girl has to have
tome time to herself," he said.
"And there's no danger of weeps
any more, it there?"

"No. I'm getting quite accus-
tomed to being a widow." She
added, honestly, "Rather too gay
a widow, I expect"

"Nonsense," he said. "Let's get
back to these reports."

She washed the stockings, and
then stuck Butch in the bathtub
and washed him. He whined and
(moaned piteously, as he always
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8 It has an
elongated
body with
no

12 To be
Indebted.

13 Part of a cask
15 Mine shaft hut
16 Hammer head.
17 Seraglio.
18 Nights

previous.

11 Honey
gatherers.

13 Luster. v

14 To rectify.
16 Some types

of this
reptile are

19 Boot.
21 Inclinations.
23 More

impartial.
27 Altar (star).
28 Not bright.
29 Female deer.
30 To sink.
31 Dutch measure
34 Commenced.
38 Berries.
39 Goat antelope.
41 To harvest.
42 Girdle.
43 Spore sacs.
45 Handle.
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20 Elderly person 39 Senior (abbr.). FRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDS BY BLOSSER22 To reinvig- -

Bureau drawers. It was still onlyi
half past 8. "What's the matter!
kith me? One evening at home;
land I'm bored stiff."

The apartment seemed so

VERTICAL
2 Christmas

carol.
8 Inspired

reverence.
4 Recognizes

as heir.
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40 The Great
Bear (star),

44 Reason.
47 Oceans.
48 Interior,
49 Sponges.
51 Clad In' a toga.
56 It belongs to

the family

57 It a Its
prey whole.
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orate.
24 Musical note.
25 North America

(abbr.).
26 Makes

melancholy.
SI Dense rock.
32 Constellation.
33 Striped fabric.
35 Dubbed.
36 Diamond.
37 South America

(abbr.).
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OEOQRAPHICALLV"What's the matter with me?"

Definitely, it wasn't sood to see,

6 Principal
actor.

8 Nominal value
7 To affirm.
9 Cake decorator

10 Tb change
positions.

46 Hardens.
SO Alleged force.
52 African tribe.
53 Dye.
54 Ell.
55 To accomplish

film as much as she had been do- -!

Jng. And alone. Not that there
Was anything in It, but . . .

The telephone rang. She had
sked Bill to call her long dis- -l

tance, in her last letter. "Pulll
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oose from some change," she had
ild him. "You re rich on $21 a
onth, and I want to hear your
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a had to watt until he got into
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end. It was about 100 miles but
Peg could make it

She picked up the telephone.
"Hello?"

It wasnt Bin. It was Suzanne
Decker.

e e ,
""TRYING to get you on the

telephone is about as hard as
getting Greta Garbo," she said.
"For heaven's take, where have
you been?"

"I've been out a lot," Martha
admitted guiltily. "I was Just
thinking about it"
.."Out with Paul?.", asked 5u.r


