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'Easter. Seems Ilka It was Just
.yesterday wa were planning what
we would be doing for Chris-
tmas"

"And doing some of the things
wa did not plan""I never dreamed wa could
cram so much Into two weeks'
time."

Hugh smiled at her, as he un-
folded his evening paper.

"Isn't that what they call It
Christmas rush?"

(THE END)
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ABOUT. COMETS
Comets are semi-soli- d bodies

with-lon- tails, which come into
the solar system from vast dis-
tances in outer space. They are
visible only during a short
period.
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JERRY CLOSK8 A TEAR

CHAPTER Xn
TJR. AND MRS. CONNELLY

went directly to Jerry's room,;
when they reached the hospital,:
leaving Mary and the twins In the'
downstair! office. Kathleen;
thumbed through an

magazine. Sheila and Mary waited
near the window.

1 wonder If Dad and Mother!

will break the news to Jerry abouti

Valerie," Sheila said. "He'll never j

believe we didn't bave something
to do with her leaving In a huff."

"What happened last year Is
past," Martha said as she kissed
her son. "Hurry and get well.
You're starting this new year from
scratch."

"Mother, send Mary back here.
Just for a minute," Jerry whis-

pered. "You all wait In the hall.
I've something to say to her,
alone."
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THE doctor, Martha and the
twins stood beside the train. In

a few minutes Sheila and Kath-
leen would be on the way back to
school.

"Tell the house mother we're
keeping Mary for a week," Martha
said. "Jerry wants her to stay,
and it makes the long days In the
hospital more endurable for him."

"Wait till the girls find out he
wouldn't even let her come to the
train to see us off " Kathleen
laughed.

"Don't you dare " Martha be-

gan, then laughed herself.
"And we'll make plans to bring

Mary back with us for spring va-

cation," Sheila reminded them.
"That will be such a surprise for
Jerry!"

"Jerry will probably have more,
to sv about that nan you will,"
Hugh said. . . . "Better say goodby
now. Time for the train to pull
out Call us when you arrive, and
we'll let you know how Jerry's
getting along. Don't worry about
him. Goodby "

a a a

TTUGH settled himself in his
chair, reached for his pipe.

Martha's knitting needles clicked
rapidly.

"Well, they're gone again," she
said. "And we're alone until
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Mary nodded. The thought had
been troubling her since Valerie
stormed out of this same room five
hours ago. Jerry loved Valerie.

Mary loved Jerry. Valerie was in
love only with herself. It was like

nursery rhyme riddle with no
answer.

It was up to Jerry to find the
answer. But bow could they tell
him what Valerie had saldT Who
would tell him?

"I don't know how that brother
of mine could be so blind," Sheila
went on. "He should have been
wise to Valerie five minutes after
he met her."

"He was unconscious while Val
carried on about her car," Mary
began.

"He's been unconscious for six
months," Kathleen added, from
behind the magazine. "He had to:

wake up sometime."
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mance with Valeria would not
solve Mary's problem. Jerry might
be bitter, against his family,
against her. He might even go
through with his determination to

quit raedidne. If he did that,
there was little hope that she
would ever have the opportunity
of seeing him again.

And seeing him was necessary. aaassaaaaaasaaaaaa I 1 - f
U Jerry returned to school, they
might begin dating again, as they
bad before Valeria Intruded. Some

day Mary clung to the tape
(Jerry might fall in love with her.
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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE BY HAROLD GRAY
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NJ lL Iarte Jerry had finishedem,
Martha roloe Interrupted: i rr ma timet.

"Jerry's awake now. He wants to ri you. He asked particularly
for you, Mary."
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VERMONT,
(JERRY was grinning as they filed

mvo uia room, sanaages en- -
Idrcled his head. A framework
supported his broken arm. His
face was pale and drawn, but he
mi could grin. '

"Happy New Year! Here, be rf?&HTEROfSlOcareful" Kathleen and Sheila
had rushed to the side of the bed YIAM IS THB UON&ESSr

LIVED OP ALL.I to kiss him Tm fragile. I break
leastly."

Dr. Connelly's face and that of ANSWER: Right. Stories of the longevity of elephants have
been greatly exaggerated. "
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mirrored their happiness,
Ewife fragile, son," the doctor

raps you took would
have dented a stone wall. And
Ithat hard head of yours didn't
ieven crack."
i "Queer place to spend New
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Answer to Previous PoszleHORIZONTAL
1 Aquatic

'

furry mammal
Sit belongs

to the group

12 To accumulate
14 Invisible

exhalation.
15 Alleged force.
16 Set of beliefs.
17 To secrete.
18 To thrive.
20 Bearded.

beast.
17 Door clasp.
18 Small insect.
19 It has l

flipperlike n
limbs.

21 Back ot foot.
22 Pertaining to

a renewed
manifestation
of heredity.

24 To liquefy.
25 Kind of gem.
27 To turn over.
28 Bed lath. r,29 Falsehood,
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Year's," Jerry was saying. "I tried
to get home for that annual family
breakfast Didn't quite make It."

"Let's forget last night," Martha
suggested.

"No, don't want to," Jerry per-
sisted. "I've a lot of things to tell
you. Valerie and I are through!"

"You are?" The doctor's sur-

prise seemed genuine.
"Yes. Washed up. Finished."

Jerry reached for his mother's
hand, grasped it tightly. "I'll tell 21 Healthy. 37 Abbreviated.

22 38 Corded
30 To strike.,
31 Sea swell.
32 Palm lily.
34 Class ot biros.

23 To free.

VERTICAL
2 Insect.
3 To correct,
4 Refined

woman.

material. FRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDS BY BLOSSER

S Postscripv i r . a? kkow pi r,ipw not '. r.j7.?L-- -
, FN. 1

35 To abandon.
. 37 Round and

V tapering.
39 Mongrel.

24 Medley.
25 Auricular.
26 No good

(abbr.).
27 To retain.
28 Gaiter.

39 Skullcap.
40 Street (abbr.).
41 Bone.
42 Undersized .

cattle.
43 Capuchin

(abbr.).

you about it and then it will be
burled in the past that's the rule,
isn't it? And all of this happened
before midnight." They waited lor
him to continue.

"It started when I said I had to
be home this morning. Val wasn't
coming at flrst, but finally gave in
when I promised to take her home
early. We kept arguing most of
the time during the drive over
here. Val said some things I didn't
like about you.

"I told her she'd have to like
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WEV DROPPED40 Canvas device
on a boat.29 Pound (abbr.). monkey.

30 To vend. 44 Spore sacs.

6 Spikes, i

,7 Naked.
8 Fury.
9 Father.

10 Kind of
architecture.'11 Effigy.

13 Therefore.
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31 Slovak. 45 Secular.
32 To bind. 46 It s and
33 Male servant. dives well.

42 Gypsy.
43 Serrated tool.
44 Tone "B." --

5 Solemn ,

musical
syllable.

35 Modified. 47 It also
my family if she was going to out onto land. 16 It is a36 d.

marry me, and she set me back
on my heels by telline me that she
ihad no intention of marryine me

ever. I got mad then, took her
home. And on the way, we hit
this other car."

"Val told us, too. While you
were unconscious," Martha said'
isoftly.

"It's all over and best forgotten,
won," Hugh advised. "You'll have
to stay here for a couple of weeks,
and you'll be shaky for a month
or so, but you'll get over this
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and youH get over Val, too."
"I'm over that right now, Dad

. . ." Jerry's glance went around
Ithe room. "I've been pretty much
lof a fool. I've hurt you, Mother,
and you, too, Dad. . . Say, think
you coul" be using an associate in
.your office in a year or two? I'm
igoing back to school."

They were all talking then, teli-I- ng

Jerry of Sheila's arrest, of the
new car, of plans for the spring
semester. But not for long. Dr.
'Connelly soon hurried them out of
ha room.


