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CHAPTER I

. TRE doetor hurried up the snow-

covered walk, Across the street
a Iad of 10 shouted, "Hi ya, Docl”
und followed his greeting with a
snowball, The doctor waved back,
Isughing as he ducked.

At the door he paused to wipe
smow from a gold and black sign
~'Dr, H. T, Connelly.” He liked
that gign, but Martha and the girls
insisted it was an antique, It was
out of date, He thought of the
day when he had first hung it
beside his door 28 years ngo.

A wave of warm air, lIaden with
mixed odors of burning logs and
freshly baked ple, greeted him as
he opencd the door,

“Martha!l Martha!® he shouled.
“Thought you'd be ready.”

“T am—almost,” his wife's volce
answered from upstairs. “It's only
4 o'clock, and the train doesn't
get In until 5"

“Five-seven, to be exact” the
doctor reminded her ns he bustled
out of his coat. Ponderous, smil-
ing, black Cleo crowded her 200
pounds into the hall doorway.

“How soon my bables coming
bome, Doctor Hugh?"

“Only an hour more, Cleo, Is
everything ready?"”

b fine, Doctor Hugh.!
Don't you worry none about din-
ner, Just walt till Mr, Jerry sees
m.‘ "

“And pie, Cleo?"

The colored cook chuckled hap-
plly. “Yes, sir . . . apple ple and
ite cream for Mister Jerry, cocoa-
nut cream for Miss Sheila, and
chocolate for Miss Kathleen—"

“No eustard?™

She shook her head. “No cus-
fard. You been having custard pie
four nights a week ever since Sep-
tember, Tonight I'm cocking for
my bables!" - |

Snatches of an old Negro spir-
itual came to him as she waddled

back Into the kitchen, Then
beside him.

you trying to do, catch pneumonia

before the children come?”
“Now, Marthas, I'm all right"—

he spread his hands before the

pretty small for it. But he rode it
until he was 8, and both the twins
used . Good old Dapple Gray.
Whatever became of that hobby
{horse?"

“It's still in the attic”

“We'll get it down, put it under
the tree tomorrow night. Jerry
would get a kick out of thal. Bet
be's forgotten all about it.”

| Martha nodded, her mind on an-
|other Christmas. “We'll skip that
next year—1018, You were in
France, Hugh, and Jerry and I
|were alone

“I'd just as soon forget that one,
|too, Never spent such a miserable
iday.” . .. Say, if you think I was
{erazy sbout the hobby horse, how
‘about the year you dressed four
dolls for the twins?

"'I‘hn}. was fun. And they liked

“But they lked J 's alr rifi
belter.” wge

* “And that bad year, when you
needed a new suit, but Jerry got
an electrie train Instead, That was
:Eusﬁm. Hugh. But I loved you for

“Jerry hod his heart set on that|
train. I got along all right with
my old suit,” the doctor defended.
“And will you ever forget how de-
flated we felt when I tried to play
Santa Claus and Jerry plped up
with: ‘That's not Santa Claus.'
That's my Dad. He smells lke
ether,

"We've had a world of happi-!
ness, Martha, in good times and
bad, Now tomorrow— Say, did
that tree come yet?”

“It's on the back porch, and ii's
tall' enough to reach the
The ornaments are all in a box
upstairs. Cleo wanted to trim it
today, have it ready when the

got home, but I knew
s«u’d never forgive me if I let her,

'ou and Shelln and Kathleen ean
fix it tomorrow. And there'll be

ockings or the mantel, too. I

d them downtown—one for
of us, even Cleo.” ;

“Hers will lhc.h“ckt? be th.onll- hurrying down tlo lh; train nhue:!. KRR NN
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couldn't have been much more | crowd closed fn around them. On

“1 wonder if Cleo will pull that
TLawdy, Doctor Hugh!
dollars!' again. She's been doing
that for 20 years now, and it's || have you home, son."
just as funny as it was the first Then they were standing alone
time. Someday I'm going to sur- | again. A few older trut'eleu,.
prise her and only give her a dol- | salesmen, teachers, tourlsts, slipy
lar.”

five id:.ughlen. “Merry Christmas!™

“You'd break her heart, Hugh. | hand. “Hugh?" she whispered.
She uullykh sue;'lpruei ev:"'
year, You keep telling her that | M€ G0 y p
it will only be a dollar, and ac- him. “Is everyone off that 5077
tually convince her. That's Cleo’s iearty
contribution to the Christmas fun.” PRE

The doctor laughed again. “All Yes, sir,” came the answer.

o . . | "“They was all in a hurry. Ain't
e, :;-: Tﬁ:. nobody down there now. The

“Hugh, will you stop worrying?™

Martha scolded, but there was no
anger in her voice. “Sheila's and } 3

Kathleen's gifts are wrapped, hid- | 1€ frain; Something's happened
el Chioy. T have Soms (Te Be Comtinned)

“If you folks are going CHICAGO, Dec, 31 (#—Eu-
to meet that train, you'd better | gene Stack, 22-vear-old pitcher
of 5 right now.”
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board fold them that the train was | S 0o Nas been ordered to re-
on time, Five more minutes

Martha Connelly clutched the
“It seems like
they've been away for years. ]

They saw a crowd of redcaps \| OFFICER!=+| I CAN'T MAKE | BUT A GUARD | TRAININ' IN
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every side fathers and mothers ! 2 7
greeted  homecoming sona and Ny s

“Hi, Mom! Hi, Dadl® “Great to

|by. Martha gripped the doctor's

| A lone redeap came through
the doorway. Dr. Connelly called

| He tried to make his voice calm,

porter hurried on.

Dr, Connelly's arms were around |
his wife. She sobbed, pressing her
face down into his coat I

“Hugh! Hugh! They weren't on

to them!™
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ANSWER: Between 450 and 323 B, C
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NEW YEAR'S PUZZLE.
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HORIZONTAL Answer to Prévious Puxzle 10 College
of B A -

18 Room recess,

Leap Year.
22 Taro paste,
23 Blower.
25 King of beasts,
27 Mountain
(abbr.).
28 Musical note.
29 List.
31 GirlL

33 Eskimo canoe,

21 Dress fasteper.

a5 Falsifier,

80 Cuble ( ahbri). 4 To correct. ii frﬂﬂﬁ‘:‘l seales,
51 River in Italy. §Ts fare. O $30738,
28 Pound (abbr.) 52 Kiln. s

room.
58 Baby carriage.  Plgcon. 51 Opposed to
60 The Gregorlan 8 Measure, con

Pape - i w il

introduced the 11 Devoured, 55 Oil (suffix), 1 | ARE I'-DT, RIGHT
42 Writing fluid.
43 Grain (abbr.).

2 Constellation. 1752, (abbr.).
48 Advertisement 3 Loiters.

37 Notch.

47 Male plg.
€ Kava. )
48 Man's readi
7 Tumbling e 8

WHY,

ECKLES,

9 Rall truck, 52 Gia;ﬂ king. I MUST PULLING SWITtHd AT CORRECT MOMENT (

10 Cow-headed 53 Northeast 50 HONCRABLE FRECKLES CAN KISSING - PRETTY FR
1
K

o] METHING
goddess. {abbr.). L. T%BLING ME THIS

14 Musical note, 56 August EMT !
16 English —  (abbr.). , TRt uAAING
people adopted 57 Rallroad R . i OM LIGHT
the Gregorian (abbr.).
calendar in 58 Portugal e

17 Sardonle, 80 Form of “L"
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