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I nouncement that he ls support-
fi ing a British request for 12,000
more warplanes — bringing to
28,000 the total contracted for @

] ~—is lkely to boost England’s

i stock very considerably among
wavering European non-bellig.
erents,

The obvious fact that this huge
fleet may make the difference
between victory and defeat Is
bound to have an effect on Rus
sia, Turky, Spain, Portugal and
even defcated France,

All these countries Hitler is
trying by every means to bring
into his camp, at least so far as
moral support is concerned. His
purpose, of course, is to consoli-
date his gains and create a uni-
tied Europe to support his "“new
arder.”

The Russian attitude naturally
is a matter of paramount concern
to England at this cruecial mo-
ment. To my mind one of the
gravest threats hanging over the
British is the possibility (I dont
say probability) that Hitler may
be able to force the bolshevists
to throw their full support to the
aXis powers.

That would be a disaster of
the first magnitude for England.
and might spell her ultimate de-
feat.

Previously I have expressed
the view here that Russia's
whole inclination must be to rise
up and smite Hitler, whose re-
cent operations are & direct chal-
lenge to soviet interests. And 1
ventured the further belief that
Communist Chief Stalin is sit-
ting tight because he hesitates
to tangle with Hitler's mighty
military machine until a more
favorable moment arrives,

In view of the vast importance
of the muscovite position I
should like to take you a stcp
further today in considering just
what Stalin is up against. Our
examination starts with the posi-
! tion existing two years ago.

Just after Hitler's Munich tri-
umph, when the present war al-
ready was rearing its polsonous
head, I toured most of Europe.
My itinerary Including the east-
ern and Baltic states—all coun-
tries within the sphere of Rus
sian influence and bound to keep
close tabs on their big nelghbor.

Everywhere the talk revolved
about Hitler's growing strength
and ambitions, and what attitude
the reds would take towards this

l‘- new personality, who obviously
1 was going places. In each coun-
try—Poland, Rumania, Hungary,
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Greece and
Turkey—people in high places
expressed an identical view.

The burden of this was that
the soviet was impotent — that
communist leaders dared not en-
gage in a major war for fear the
people would take advantage of
this chance to coalesce and make
trouble, 1 pressed vigorously
for something more substantial
to prove such an assertion, and
my informants admitted thst the
truth never would be demon-
strated until the soviet did go to
WAar,

That brings us up to the Russo-
German anti-aggression pact
which Hitler sought and which
enabled him to assault Poland.
Please note that Hitler himself
obviously wasn't convinced that
the Muscovites were incapable
of making war,

Now Stalin’s reasons for sign-
ing that extraordinary pact were,
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of communism. Second, he was
shrewd enough to recognize the
vast strength which Hitler al-
ready possessed,

Where Stalin's plans went
awry was that he couldn't fore
see the collapse of France, which
enabled Hitler to roll up one of
the most amazing victories of
history, and creale & menace to
Russia.

From then on we see Messrs,
Stalin and Hitler jockeying for
position sgainst each other —
sometimes coming very close to
blows—but always avoiding war.
They have maintained the tone
of friendship — but their thin.
lipped smiles couldn't fool any-
body.

And now we have Hitler pos-
ad and apparently ready to strike
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