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OUR BOARDING HOUSE With MAJOR HOOPLEOUT OUR WAY By J. R. WILLIAMSSERIAL STORY

NEW YORK JUNGLE

"F don't know why, but I'm
convinced that he did," Nella in-
sisted.

"Many women marry for
money, Nclla. Let us not make
Pat a monster until we have proof
that she Is one."

He led tho girl back to her
room and had turned toward his
own door when he heard a soft
tread in the hall above, and the
whimpering of a dog.
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THE DOQ COMES BACK

CHAPTER XII
TT wai after 3 o'clock when the

Chief of Draft
Trouble Shooters
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"rOU should not have come
here. It's suicidal, under the

circumstances," Pat Langdon was
saying.

"Langdon's friends and relatives
are all against you, Pat." Craig
Gundrum's low. Arm tones could
not be mistaken. "I had to see
you. No one aaw me."

"Hush, Craig . . . Plowman be-

lieves we did the murder. I could
read it in his eyes."

"Don't talk so loudly.1'
The talk became inaudible then,

and In a few moments Pat's door
closed softly. Silence followed,

a
TV"ELLA drew Sidney back to the

center of the room.
"I couldn't sleep," ahe whis-

pered. "I decided to go to you.
I had hardly opened my door
when I heard someone coming
softly downstairs. I closed tho
door, but I saw Mr. Gundrum.
Then I heard Pat's door open. I
hear so well.

"In my eagerness to know what
they had to say to each other,
I forgot to be afraid. I came hero
to listen." She was trembling, but
she added, "Suddenly I became
afraid again, and I wanted you."

"They have not really con-

demned themselves, Nella." Sid-

ney reasoned. "Both realize that
they are under suspicion; that is
all we heard them admit"

"She is after Uncle Adam's
money," Nella half sobbed. "But
for me, she would have it all.
Oh, Sidney, I'm terribly afraid.
They may try to put me away,
too. That's what made Uncle
Adam so queer. He feared her."

"Why should Adam have feared
her, Nella? He has faced many
dangers without fear."

RED RYDER BY FRED HARMAN

Capt Gareth N. Brainerd,
above, who was recently named
head of a "flying squadron" ol
trouble shooters which will
visit all parts of the nation to
iron out kinks in draft machin-
ery and accelerate conscription.
First scheduled trip will take

Capt Brainerd to mid-we-
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medical examiner aoparica
with hl grim burden. Two more

trooper! bad arrived from tho
atate barracks and Plowman had
concluded a preliminary Investi-

gation. The frightened member
of the house party hod retired
behind locked doors.

Braitwood found sleep Impos-
sible. Ha changed Into a dressing
gown, put hl revolver on the
table beiida him, and tried to
think.

Outside the storm had subsided.

Only quiet sounds of the country- -'

aid, the drip, drip from still-w-et

eaves, the low murmur of weary
trees, the weird hoot of an owl
were audible.

Sidney's thoughts slowly clari-

fied. R could now arrange evi-

dence in an orderly fashion as a
lawyer should, despite the fact

' that all of this concerned the mur-

der of an old friend,

TirUCH appeared significant The
broken window in the Jun-

gle; the Lilliput gun in the paw of
the great ape; the hidden key;
the short circuit in one part of
the Jungle while the lights had
been turned off In the other.

Sidney groped for an answer.
There was that fact that on could
have drawn a straight lis from
the broken window to the sew
lioness and from there to the cof-

fee table where tiny flame had
pricked the darkness beneath Pat
Langdon's piquant face.

Could Pat have been the desired

target? Bad Adam, by chance,
been ia the direct Una of fire?!
But Adam had been facing In the
wrong direction.

What about the ransacked desk
and the open windows in Lang-
don's bedroom and in the drawing
room below?

The footprints of the muterlous
dog stood by themselves. It was

impossible to Hi them into any

THIS CURIOUS WORLD By William

Ferguson
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theory.
And who had mad a shadow
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ASACLIP f0.against Maria's window?
Silently, carefully, Braitwood

previewed events of the past 1
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ANSWER: Day lily, four o'clock, evening primrose, century
plant morning glory, evening star, cereu.
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to this baffling puzzle.
He considered various theories,

argued them out, rejected them
as impossible. Somewhere, in this
house, there was a clew ' that
would solve everything. Could he
discover it?

Why had Adam been shot? Was
it murder, or accident? An out-ald- er,

or an enemy in the room?
Gundrum's story of a valuable
map bad its points, Sidney men-tal- ly

agreed, but had the or

actually solved the crime
with a story?. Who
would wish Adam dead?

Craig Gundrum had an age-o- ld

motive for the murder. So, for
that matter, had Maria. Gun-dru- m

could have slipped back
'into the Jungle if he had made
quick work of his search of

and aided by a flash
of lightning, he might have killed:
Adam.

Most puzzling of all was Adam's!
reason for standing on the block
by the lioness. True, it was in!
direct line with the door, but hei
could not have seen anyone enter j

except in a flash of lightning.!
Why had he remained there, in- -i

stead of joining the ladies at thai
table where he could have re-- 1
assured them?

ABRUPTLY, Braitwood started.,

HORIZONTAL
I Pictured

Inventor of a
war vessel.

13 Shoe.
14 Ratite bird.
15 Hammer.
16 Black.
17 To lift up.
19 Couple.
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21 Pile of fabric
22 His boat had IF AWVF Dill FlAI ""'" I

revolving
24 Fish eses.

17 Carpets.
18 And.
20 His was

in America.
22 Stone

supports.
23 Sprinkler,
25 Gongs.
27 To speak

crossly.
29 No.
30 Sound of

disgust
32 Bugle plant
33 Encountered!
37 A model.
42 Singing vole.
43 Morning.
45 Armadillo.
46 Your.
47 Touched

with toes.
48 Noun ending.
49 Bereft.
50 Exclamation.
52 Japanese

fish.
54 To woo.
56 Mountain.

(abbr.).
88 Africa

(abbr.). .. .

25Swamr.
it Additional BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES BY MARTINmessage

fahhr
28 SurmlsM.
31 DLDoslliont a'J: vjcW -- M AUy34 Brads.
?5 Stormed.

40 Varnish
ingredient

81 Long
aperture.

53 Magistrate.
54 Shoe bottom.
55 Street car.
57 Yes.
58 Emanation.
59 Name of his

boat
60 His type boat

is used for
coast v

VERTICAL
2 Father.
3 Boat deck.
4 2000 pounds.
5 In.
6 Stingy.
7 Arabian

commander.
8 Trick.
9 Court (abbr.),

1 0 To soak up.
1 1 To fly.
12 Potpourri.
16 He was a

Swedish
(pl..

HO Hole forjnaa ne neara steps outside?
shoelace.

38 Fuel basket.
39 Sneaky.
40 Ell.
41 Battering

machine.
44 To splutter.

ne siippea nis revolver Into his
pocket and peered Into the hall.
At Pat's orders the entire house1
had been left lighted, but he could'
see no one. Yet the conviction
that some person had passed re-
mained. ,

Nella's room was opposite. Pat's
and Adam's divided the front of
'the house. Then he noticed that
Adam's door was slightly ajar. If
the thief had returned for what-
ever It was he had failed to And
earlier in the evening, he cer-

tainly had courage.
The door opened a little more

and Nclla peered out. In a long,1,
:cllnging white gown and with
dark eyes brilliant as stars, she1
looked unreal. Had anyone told
Sidney that she had sufficient!
courage to enter the murdered1
man's room alone, at that hour,
he would not have believed it.
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She aaw him then and" beck-
oned. Still without speaking, sh
motioned him within the room
and to a door which connected
Adam's room with that occupied
by Pat Then she indicated that
he must kneel at the keyhole and
listen.,

Kneeling, Sidney could see onlythe back of a divan that blocked
the door., He heard two guarded
voices. .
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