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BARKES SEES A SHADOW

CHAPTER X1
ER Plowman's continued
questioning, Pal admitted that
Adam had not been himself dur-
ing the day. He had refused to

drive to the Country Clul with |
| TOG! contributed little. He hnd

the family and had locked himself
In the Jungle. Not until Nella
had gone downstairs to plead with
him had he changed his mind.

"Miss Nella Langdon is a neu-
rotic,” Plowman said, after Pat
had left the drawing room. “She
looks a lot like her uncla”

“There ls a neurotic strain
somewhere on the grandmother’s
side,"” Sidney admitted. “Nelln's
father and Adam Langdon were
brothers, so she comes in for it,

‘ too, Hugh had a different grand-
mother and escapes.”

Hugh Langdon was called. He
corroborated Nella's account of
Adam's unusunl behavior but was
unable 1o account for it

“I've had no more than a five-
minute talk with my cousin alone

was Tocked from the oulside, Cap-
tain.”

Plowman did not contradict her.
“As an old friend, do you recall

that Mr, Langdon had enemjes?" |

“None that T know of. His was
a kindly nature, His friends loved

him."
"“Did you ever hear him hint

that he had some purpose other |

[

*No, I never did. He and Hugh | f

"than hunting in going into the
African jungle?

have always hunted big game.”
“Thanks, Miss Hempfield*
- L] -

made hasty preparations for
the house party, he sald. And he
had engaged Henry Barkes after
Langdon had wirclessed him to
find a chauffeur and moat him in
Boston.

Togi disliked Barkes bexiuse,
ha sald, the chauffeur thoght

himselt too good to help get the | |

house in order for the family's
unexpected return. Barkes spent
his evenings at the village and
acted like Langdon, himself, until
the family arrived.

Yet Barkes, when he entered,
did not look surly, Undouble’
| frightened, he repeated his stor:”

keeper would support his alibi.
“There's an incldent I failed to

and insisted that the village store~ |

mention, when I talked with you |

for Togl,” Barkes said. “Othere
wite 1 couldn't say. It wax like
reelng something in a play, walch- |
ing that silhouette™

(To Be Continued)
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since his return,”” he sald gravely. || potore the police came, Mr. Brait-

“But I felt that there had been " ™ 0
& aesions chihge 4n him.” wood,” he added. “About 6 o'clock

“What did you discuss during
, that five minutes?™ Plowman

asled.

“My eousin’s marriage had come
as & surprise to the family; we
discussed it Hugh replied briefly,

“What reason did he give for
surprising you?™

when 1 was filling the car with |

gas, T chanced 1o look up at the | §

windows. There's a side window
in the front room on the third |
fioor. I belicve Miss Hempfield
hag it I saw a man's shadow
against the curtain there.”

“Sure of the window?" Plowe=

g |
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— or
the part, Fred W. Pike, director
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i ical examiner, and a photogra- Ferguson

. pher delayed the examinations so
that neither Marta nor Craig

" Gundrum were questioned until
long efter the other guests had
made statements,

"  Guarded by a stale trooper,
Cralg and Marta had waited in
tha library and whether or not

. theory of the murder, Sidney
could not know. He doubted it
Finally Gundrym was called.
*Let's get this over with as
* quickly ms possible,” he snapped.
™I have an 11 o'clock class in the
morning, and must make an early
train. It's 2 o'clock now."
“Sorry, Professor., 1 will have.
- fo hold you all here for at least
: 44 hours, unless something defi-'

nite turns to release from
- Imtrlt un‘glcauonr g

: “Can he do that, Braitwood?"
' Craig demanded asngrily.
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He made a good witness, He
edmitied his former engagement
%o Pat, but denied that he had re-
turned to the Jungle instead of
searching the storeroom.

*You will,” he explained, “find
my fingerprints in the storeroom
1f you care {o look. I moved sev-
eral pieces of large furniture to
ook behind them."

J Before leaving, he managed to
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