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A LETTER FROM AFRICA

CHAPTER X
Ar‘l'l!l establishing hix head-
ters in the 18th century
drawing room, Capiain Plowman
questioned each member of the
house party. Braitwood, as their
Iawyer, was present throughout,

The captain gent first for Nella
Langdon, With a little tremulous
gigh, the girl sank into a chair,
her thin hands locked in nervous

| tension.

“Don't be upset, Miss Langdon,”

. the policeman reassured her.
| "™This is all routine. I need your
+ help to get at the facts"

T understand,” she murmured.|

Her account of what she had|
observed differed little from Sid-|
ner's except that she had arrived
the day before he came and had
observed n great change In Adam
Langdon. |

T have never seen my uncle 0|
depressed and nervous as he was|
when he reached home," she told|
the two men. "He brightened a
1itlle while we were having coffec
in the Jungle, and appeared more
his usual selt”

“What cheered him,
Plowman asked,

*Being with his old friends
apin, I imagine. They had chris-
taned the licness he had shot
“‘Martha’ and we laughed about
her being n foil for the big
lion we'd named ‘Lesencoff.’”

“Lesencoff? 1 have heard that
name somewhere.”

“Mr. Lesencoff directed Miss
Hempfield's last play,” Nelln ex-
plained. “He left her in the mid-

season.”

now™

“"No." Nella hesitated. "He and |
my uncle were never intimate.” |
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questions without emotion. It was

“He did not,” Pat replied. *Nor
1d8id T hear Hugh ecall to my hus-
'band, though Iater Mr. Braitwood
told me that he had™

*You didn't muspect he been
shot?™ had

"1 did not™ Pat's dark eyes
Blazed indignantly.

“Would it have been possible
for a ahot to have escaped your

E

""Yes, during the loudest crashes
‘ot thundet™ Pat was eool, col-
lected

"Cn;s ¥ou remember where each
|of the ladies sat?" =T -

"l remained behind the coffee
table. Miss Langdon sat next me,
:rll."nempﬁald at the end of the|

| "Then no one moved?"

*T didn't say that, Captain
| Plowman, Miss Hempfleld became
| nervous when the men did not
{return. We all did. Finally she
| ingisted couldn't endure the
| suspense any longer. She imag-
ined someone had been hurt, and
she had to know who it might
have been™

Plowman nodded encourage-
ment and Pat continued.

“We tried to dissuade her, but
she insisied upon going upstairs,
T heard, rather than saw, her push

her chalr. There war a flash
of lightning then and 1 recall
m; ml;er ::n%y gmir. Then
re terrific thunder, fol-

lowed by a sharp scream,

“T was too terrified to move atl
|first, T sat where I was until the,
Imen returned with candles and!
'then I saw her lying at my hus-
i‘hnd'l feet. I didn't realize he
was dead.”

“Do you know any motive for
the crime, Mrs. La " -
oy Ty ngdon?" Plow
. @ L]

AG“A:I Pat hesitated, “At the

& my husband i
I hunting trip, there :fl.lw:n'l:"‘;‘l:
:I‘lp About his having a secret pur-
ru hgﬂl into the African
; Ilnth. e of his bearers said
that he often slipped off alone,

;li.h“ t:h dangerous. I never be-

oved the rumors, i
e st ors, Adam has al

“Ian’t it trus that Mr. Gundrum
L ..m_tq# of your husband?"

"It is mnot true,” Pat replied
through pale lips.

Do you realize that Mr. Gun-
drum could have returned to the |
Jungle while the other men were |
upstairs? The valet wan in the

furnace room, Who was there to |

see what Gundrum was up te?”

The color drained from Pat's
tace, leaving it ghastly under two
hright patches of rouge. “In the
darknesas either might have done
just that. 1 do not believe they
did," she said steadily,

“The valet had no motive"” |
Plowman’s blue eyes bored into
Pat's.

“I¢ you are construing my for-
mer engagement 1o Mr. Gundrum
as a motive for a horrible crime,
you are ridieulous, Qur engage-
ment was broken by mutaal con-
gent.” Her eyves flashed anger,

“Frankness is best in these
cases, Mrs. Langdon,” Sidney cau-
tioned. He did not want her to
do any more building for Gun-
drum's story, There had been no
agreement and Marta was sure to
disprove anything but the truth,

- - -

“Y’OU are right” Pat seemed |
to have made a decision.
“Frankness in fairness to bolh
Miss Hempfleld and Mr. Gun-
drum. |

“While my husband was away
Miss Hempfield decided that mar-
riage would broaden her art. Her
cholce settled upon him, and she
wrote him to that effect. Unfor-
tunately for her plans, he was no
longer free"

“How eould you possibly know

mich a thing, Mrs. Langdon?
Sidney burst out

“1 not only know I, I have
written proof of what 1 sey"
Pat's scarlet mouth pursed cruelly,
“'s  extraordinary  how  much
Miss Hempfield's handwriting re-
sembles my cousin's, The letter
she wrote Adam was forwarded
from Nairobl, and since there was
a blot on the addrees, 1 thought it
was from my cousin and opened it

ST take the letter," Plowman
sald.

(Tvo Be Contlnued)

JOURNE Y—When his

strength refurns, Jan Paderew-

ski, naw In Lisbon, will continue

on to US. to make his home.

The famous Polish planist will
be 80 years old Nov, 6.
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HORIZONTAL Answer fo Previous Purmle 18 Dispatched.

1 Latin god of 19 Street (abbr.)
commerce 2;.: g.wtoku.

7 is th 23 Tester.
mesenger or (SRR BA Y
— of the | SV SO : name v bis

ook b ASCUSCIIEMABODER! 26 Pertaining to

3 Assumad : WERT] ~ focus.

i WY IVE! 1 INY] 28 He is a —
14 Roof R A i
ornament. _ (i [ =CIYYS] 30 Cattle farm.
16 Conscious. MBI ITIT LIl 21 Pale.
17 Examination DAV TIDE TS 33 To stop up.
18 Strikes. INDERFDTISEASE] 37 Undermines.
20 King of 30 Pound {abbr) VERTICAL solution.
2 41 Unplowed. 1 Door rug 43 Tempers.
21 Myselt. 42Half an em. 2 Fragrant 45 To prepare
22 Full 43 Sound of oleoresin. , for printing
Hromine  UHELY aina oo
25 Musical note. 44 Musical note 4 Feline animal 49 Canvas
26 Moor. 46 To splash. 5 Plural shelter

27 Senior 51 Form of “a." pronoun 50 And
(abbr.). 52 Helps. 6 To bark 5] Mohammedan

20 Pair (abbr.). 54Icy rain T Wrestler's nab!o

11 Custom. 55 To discharge throw. 52 Snake.

57 Ta shoot at  #B Sun deity 53 Mineral
32 T""ff 50 Males. P Shoemaker's spring |
34 Vestige. 60 Chief. tool. 55 Age.
35 Violently 6] His winged 10 Depasited. 56 Beverage.
36 Scolds cap. 11 Ta languish. 58 Electric
" vonstantly. 82 His winged 12 Measure term
18 Swest potato shoes 15 Chum 80 Plural (abbr)
1T 2 B M |5 6 7 B 7 (O 2]
3 Kq |i5 3
7 8 19
2 2 3
6 E? 28 7
2 53
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OUT OUR WAY By J. R. WILLIAMS
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