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was killed with a Lllliput, judg-
ing from the siio of the bore
Make a search for It, O'Connor,
and Six his heel marks on the
block so that we can tell how far
he swung after being shot."

"I've found the gun already,
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GETTIN1 READV TO xl llvOLEONI .' I'VE GOT A BLftMK FALSE FACE ACaptain," O'Connor said. "It s a
thtle bit of a Rat It just fitted
4nto tho upturned milt, of that
ugly brute of a monkey next the
door."
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1YTHEN tha police finally arrived

PS FOUND OUT I DREW LOOK LIKE THE MAJOR AND THEN BUTTON )'

rjuv, pitcher and Wl nour lip va" . ,v V"int?tTfrrr.;

K C 'IP" Sidney met them alone. Pat
had asked It, and the others had
readily consented. As the family
lawyer. It had seemed logical to

"
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them." His report finished, O'Con-
nor peered about the room. , ,

"Who stood near the door after
the servant returned with the
globes?" Plowman demanded.

"Miss Hempflcld and Mr. Lang-
don. Later they crossed .to the
new lioness. The rest of us were
at the coffee table, though1' there
was some moving about just be-

fore that Really, I can't recall
exactly what each person did."

"Then, after the lights went out
and you. ... were,., all armod,-- . Mr.
Langdon returned to the lioness?"

"Evidently. But re-

mained at the coffee table. No
doubt Langdon thought he could
get a good shot if anyone tried to
rush the door. The lioness is in
direct line with it" -

A faint gleam rose and died in
Plowman's eyes. He turned his
flash on the mouth of the new
lioness, and drew out an

key.
"I'm stumped!" Sidney breathed."

"It must be the key to the Jungle
and If it is, then " '

"Then It' looks as it some per-
son who was in the Jungle locked
the door," Plowman said " with
faint irony.

TT flashed into Braitwood's mind
A that Marta and Adam himself
had had the best opportunity to
lock the door and hide the. key.

"Professor Gundrum spent some
time fumbling about the lioness.
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allow him to do the talking.
There were two officers: Ser-

geant O'Connor, tall and alert,
and hlf superior, Captain Plow-

man of the state police. Plow-

man's broad, Impressive face was
devoid of personal expression.

Sidney was relieved when the
officers reported a green sedan
had passed them, and that a
fallen tree had forced them to
cfetour. He did not want to see
Barkes needlessly Involved.

Quickly, Braitwood related the
facts as he knew them. He told
of Adam's return from Africa on
a ship, other than that he had
cabled he was sailing on; his sur-

prise marriage; the kinship of the
guests to the murdered man. He
did not dwell on Marta's broken
love affair, nor did he stress the
fact that Gundrum had been en
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professor emeritus of eco-

nomics at Chlcaro, was named
permanent umpire on labor dif-

ferences between General
and United Auto Workers.gaged to Pat Sidney told his-

He lifted Langdon 's coat to see ;

According to statistics, the
railroads of the United States
now own or opeiati more auto

how far the scimitar hadvpene-trated- ,"

he told Plowman through
dry lips. "Togi could have slipped
down here after he had gone to
his room with an attack of nausea.
Not that I believe he did, but it
could have happened."

Plowman nodded. ."This man

story as he imagined each one of
them would have told it

Coming to tonight the lawyer
reviewed the dinner and Adam's
pleasure In his new trophies.
While they were having coffee in
the Jungle, they had found them-
selves locked in; Hugh had shot
the lock; the men had gone in
search of the supposed robber.

Then, Sidney went on, a scream
had brought them back to the
Jungle. They had found Adam
dead and Marta unconscious at

mobile trucks than locomotives.
In 1S14 the sverago yield of

gasoline from cnide oil was
about It per cent: today the
yield is 70 to 75 per cent.
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his feet
He touched briefly Nella's neu-

rosis concerning fire and his hunt
with Hugh for the blaze. He also
recalled Pat's search for her
pearls, and his own regret that
they all had been unable to re-

main together, despite their agree-
ment

"Then the chauffeur waa the
only member of the household
who could have locked the rest
of you in?" Plowman asked.

"Yes, but he had driven to the
village."

"Say he did return," Plowman
persisted. "Could he have escaped
through the open door in the dark,
while you. were looking for1
matches?"

TTOW quickly Gundrum's theory
had turned up! In this case
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innocent Ha decided to tell the
truth.

"Possible but not probab'e. Cap-
tain Plowman. I didn't move from
the door myself, and though it
was dark, I'm sure I should have
heard anyone leave."
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"Where's the car the chauffeur

used?" Plowman demanded.
"I Imagine it must be in the

garage at. the end. of the rear
garden."

"O'Connor," the captain
dered, "check that car."
I "Now Where's the dead man?"

As they passed into the dark-
ness of the lower hall, Plowman
kept a powerful flashlight playing
on the walls and floor in front
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of them.
"You heard footsteps out here?"

he asked.
"I didnt hear them myself, but

Miss Langdon did. Her senses are
abnormally keen. Mr. Gundrum
thought he heard someone, too."

Before the storeroom Plowman
stopped. "You didn't mention a
dog."

"A dog? There was no dog
here." Sidney was astonished.

"There has been a small dog
here, recently. It was put down
here) for a few moments where
it stood obediently, and then
picked up again. If you look you
will see where It stood. Whoever
held it had dry feet but the dog
am noi. xne ugnt focused on
the floor.

There were prints of wet paws.
"They may have been made some
time ago," the lawyer suggested.
"Langdon has never allowed a dog
near his collection. They are apt
to attack the animals."

Plowman ran his hand over the
ed oak of the door. -
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"This door has been here a long
time. Key must be large, judging
from the type of lock."

"Truly, I can't recall ever see
lng a key," Sidney told him.

"Lock has been oiled recently;
key would have turned without a
click," the captain of the state
troopers went on as if talking to
himself.

a

JpOR several minutes Plowman
studied the body of Adam

Langdon, the position, the hole in
his shirt front, the block on which
he had stood; then he turned his
attention to the broken window, '

"With this downpour it will :

Impossible to find a footprint out-
side, even if someone had shot
from the window," Sidney sug-
gested. .

"He's right, Captain." Sergeant
O'Connor hurried into the Jungle,
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given the place the once-ove- r. I
saw that broken window and in.

Ivestlgated. There's been a vine,
!next to the house, kicked away
recently.'!

Plowman nodded. "What did
you get on the car?"

"Mileage shows eight and a
quarter miles, about the distance
to the village and back, sir. The
color of the mud on the tires,
some oil and tar check with the
condition of the roads. I found
three dark dog hairs on the seat
feaside tha chauffeur and kept
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