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CHAPTER IX

W'H:EN the police finally arrived,
Sidney met them alone, Pat)
had naked it, and the others had |
readily eonsented, As the family
lawver, it had seemed logical to

aliow him to do the talking.
There were two officers: Ser-
geant O'Connor, tall and alert,
snd his superior, Captain Plow-
man of the state police, Plow-
man's broad, impressive face was
! devold of personal expression.
Sidney was relieved when the
officers reported & green sedan
had passed them, and that a
llen tree had forced them to
. He did not want 1o see

Barkes needlessly involved,
Qulckly, Braitwood related the
facts as he knew them. He told
of Adam's return from Africa on
a ship, other than that he had
cabled he was sailing on; his sur-
prise marriage; the kinship of the
guests to the murdered man. He
did not dwell on Marta's broken
love affair, nor did he stress the
fact that Gundrum had been en-
gaged to Pat. Sidney told his.
story as he /magined each one of

them would have told it

Coming to tonight, the lawyer
reviewed the dinner and Adam's
pleasure in  his new trophies.
While they were having coffee in
the Junzje. they had found them-
selyes locked in; Hugh had shot

| the lock; the men had gone in
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search of the supposed robber,

Then, Sidney went on, a scream
had brought them back to the
Jungle. They had found Adam
dead and Marla unconscious &t
his feet.

He touched briefly Nella's neu-
rosis concerning fire and his hunt
' with Hugh for the blaze, He also;

recalled Pat's seurch for her
pearls, and his own regret that
they 211 had been unable to re-
main together, despite their agree-
ment.

“Then the chauffeur was the
only member of the household
who could have locked the rest
of you in?" Plowman asked.

Yes, but he had driven to the

“Say he did return,” Plowman

“Could he have escaped

ﬁnmﬁi!nmdwrmthtdﬂk‘
while you. were

matches?"
" e

HOW quickly Gundrum's theory

had turned up! In thia case

u murpect was attached to It and

Barkes, in Sidney's opinlon, was
innocent. He decided to tell the
truth,

“Possible but not probab'e, Cap-
tain Plowman. I didn't muve from
the door myself, and though it
|m dark, I'm sure 1 should have
heard anyone leave."

“Where's the car the chauffeur
used?” Plowman demanded.

*T imagine it must be In the
garage n the end.of the rear
garden.”

“O'Connor,” the captain or-
dered, “check that car."

! *“Now where's the dead man?”

As into the dark-
mess of the lower hall, Plowman|
Xept a powerful flashlight playing|
on the walls and floor in front|
of them. |

“You heard footsieps out here?"

sked, |

{1
“1 didn't hear them myself, but
Misy Langdon did. Her senses are
sbnormally keen, Mr, Gundrum
thought he heard someone, too,” |
Before the sloreroom Flowman |
“You didn't mention a|

dﬂ‘.“
There was no dog
hcre." Sidney was astonished.

“There has been a small dog
here, recently. It was put down
here for a few moments where
it stood obediently, and then
picked up ngain. If you look you
will see where it stood. Whoever
held it had dry feet, but the dog
did not” The light focused on
the floor.

There were prints of wet paws.
“They may have been made some
time ago,” the lawyer suggested.
“Langdon has never allowed n dog
near his collection. They are apt
1o _attack the animals"”

Plowman ran his hand over the
fine-grained oak of the door,

“This door has been here a long
time. Key must be large, judging
from the type of lock."

“Truly, I ean't recall ever see=
ing a key Sidney told him.

“Lock has been oiled recently;
key woauld have turned without a
click," the captain of the state
troopers went on as it talking to
himself,

L
FOR several minutes Plowman
studied the bhody of Adam
Langdon, the position, the hole in
hin shirt front, the block on which
he had stood; then he turned his
attention 1o the broken window,

"With this downpour it will

impossible to find & footprint out-
side, even if someone had shot
from the window,”" Sidney sug-

gested,

“He's right, Captaln” Secrgeint
0'Connor hurried into the Jungle,
his raincont dripping. “I've just
glven the place the once-over, 1'

raw that broken window and ine
'vestignted, There's been a vine,
‘next to the houre, kicked away

recently.”

Plowman nodded. "What did
You gel on the cur?"

"Mileage shows eight and a
quarter miles, about the distance

the village and back, sir, The

color of the mud on the tires,
sofne oil am tar check with the

‘condltion of the ronds. 1 found
tllm dog halrs on the seat
. 3 elnn_i_!m_ag-_ md kept

g g 6y

them " His report Anished, 0'Cons
nor peered about the room.

“Who stood near the door after
the servant returned with the
globes?" Plowman demanded.

“"Missy Hempfleld and Mr. Lang-
don. Later they crossed to the
new lioness. The rest of us were
at the coffee table, though there
was some moving about just be-
fore that. Really, I ean't recall
exactly what each person did.”

“Then, after the lights went out
and you were. all avmed,. Mr,
Langdon returned to the lioness?™

“Evidently., Bul the.ladies re-
mained at the coffee table. No
doubt Langdon thought he could
get a good shot if anyone tried to
rush the door. The lioness is in
direct line with it.”"

A faint gleam rose and died in | §

Plowman's eyes, He turmed his
fiash on the mouth of the new

| Captain”
| listle bit of a gat.

lioness, and drew out an old- |

fashioned key.

“I'm stumped!” Sidney breathed,
“Tt must be the key to the Jungle
and if it is, then—"

“Then it looks ss if eome per-
son who was in the Jungie locked
the door,” Plowmin #ald " with
faint. irony,

o8 »

IT flashed into Braitwood's mind
that Marta and Adam himself
had had the best opportuniy to
lock the door and hide the keyr.

“Professor Gundrum spent somoe
time fumbling about the lioness,
He lifted Langdon's coat to see
how far the scimitar had:pene-
trated,” he told Plowman through
dry lips. “Togi could have slipped
down here after he had gone to
his room with an attack of nausen.

was killed with a Lilliput, judg-
ing from the size of the bore,
Make n search for it, O'Connor,
nnd fix his heel marks on tho
block so that we can tell how far
he swung after belng shot”

“I've found the gun alveady,
O'Connor said, “It's a
1t just fitted
dnte the upturned mitk of that
ugly brute of a monkey next the
door."

,(To Be Continued)

MEDIATOR—Dr. H. A.Mil-

lis, professor emeritus of eco-
nomics at Chicago, was named
permanent umplre on labor dif-
ferences between Geueral o=
tors and United Auto Workers.

According to  statistics, the
ratlroads of the United States'
now own or ope:aly more ﬂll.ttl-'
mobile trucks than locomotives

In 1014 the avernge yvield of

fﬁ"“:m‘h;;‘l l}"‘:‘l’;;:t‘i’,_did- but & pacoline from ecude ofl was|
_ about 1& per ceot: ioday  the
Plowman noddct‘i. ¢ This man yicld Is 70 to 75 per cent.
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ANSWER: A horse, for on the bottom of each foot he has a
triangulsr, elastic, horny pad, which is called a f{rog.
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