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® SERIAL STORY

This Could Be Your Story

.BY MARGUERITE GAHAGAN NEA BERVICE TNE

! All characters, organizations
1 dand incidents of thiz serial are

| antirely M:im:l. . I
| YESTERDAY: Returaing from
! baseball game, Noe Mary avers
| henrs Nutalle and Vera discossing
! her.  Nigk wot seriows, Vers
| mays. He's walng Sue Mary, Jusi
:I e Vera is wal 1

I ™
I !] In _love with
H L

CHAPTER XIV
! O'IJ"I' on the dark street with the

cool night air against herl|

flushed face, fue Mary walked

slowly, trying to think. It was as |

though ¢he had had m glimpse

" backstage, The show she had
been 5o innocently walching took |
on an entirely new azpect; all the
seemingly obvious things had dif-
ferent meanings.

Nick's interest, his newly dis-
played love; Vera's work at the;
office; the mislaid paper; Natalie's
insistence that she come and live
with her; the YP campaign. Half-
forgotten words, acts, suspiclons
eame rushing upon her.

Yet she couldnt understand
why she was Important snough
for them to have bothered with,
Back in the recesses of her mind’
she brought forth thal first con-
versation with Nick: the day she
had wandered into the studlo, and
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B have 1o go back to the
_japartment; haye to go along some-
/how until she could find an ex-
‘ieuse to get away. It was hard to!
isee how she had become zo in-_|
ivolved in the whols crary busi-

|mess mOYWRY.

Lelsure time, she told herself
bitterly. It was being lonely and
having nothing to do. This seemed
isuch fun, it opened such a new
|world. And mow, what nn awak-

I was gons when she went
.vll:::k to the spartment and
Natalle was n bed hall asleep.
ﬂ’. tirred when Sus Mary came

*“Out with Nick!" she asked.

"No. I went to a ball game;
an old American custom,” Sue
Mary answered as she undressed.

Hatred was beginning to - stic
within her, but gome remnant of
caution still remained, despite the
weariness and disgust she experi-
enced. She knew she must.do
something tomorrow,  Samehow
she would have to think this
through.

Tomorrow came, and another
day, and stlll another, and Sue
Mary blindly felt her way nlong.
It was hard trying to pretend that
nothing had chan Going to
the hall, listening to the members
tallc about keeping Amerion safe,

- iof retaining American freadom of
speech and thought, of the witch

‘hunta started by ax-grinding poli-

ticlans to frighten respectable

people, of the specdups in plants
and the resultant burden on the
workers.

“But the workers aren't eom-

- plaining, are they?" she ashed,

The sound of her own wvolee
eame as A rurprise, She didn't
mean to make herself conspicu-
oun, All she wanted was to be
forgolten, to break awsy from
this. And yot in the back of her

was n fear: a fear that these
people weren't an slmpla as she
once thought.

“Aren't complalning” Vera re-
peated. “Good heavens, the fac-
tory owners are geiting twice as
much work out of them now an

before, just becauss they say the

orders are for national defense.”
“Well, even if they are work-
Ing 8o hard, It's for the good of
the nation, {en't 17" persisted Sue
Mary, “I mean T should think
man m‘d‘hmlh;r‘hﬂk in a fac-
an n n trench
Inter on." "
Bomeona  laughed and  Vera
:hook her head, smlling patiently,
'Sus Mary, sometimes 1 don't
Ahink You can rond, or hear, oi-
ther, for that matter. This Is
enpitalista’ il

:

with every one trying at once to
mnake her see the point, Then

stop. “Haven't yoll.anything bel-

was suppoted to arrange for that
dance at the summer school? We
were {0 have a speaker there for
Fritz King. A lot of these stu.
dents are old enough to vote. And
who was supposed to draw up
that resolution to present to the
clty council? We want to use
that school for n meeting and they
haven't & right to keep us oub
This {s a free country.”
- - -

E\TR\‘!‘.‘NH was working ngaln
| and Sue Mary slipped into the
| Inconspicuous corner she had been
|suking. But Nick found her

of-town papers she was clipping.
| heart?”

{ what you want us to do, fsn't 17"
She wished he'd go away, Know-
ing now what the did, she waa
afraid of him, yet she remem-
bered what Natalie had said.
"I've seen his face when he's
with her, He's in love.” And

pearness, the feel of his arm

3

ir as he leaned over made her

H tremble.

She haled herself for being
moved by his physical presence,
tried to remember that it was
Nick who had used her from the

the sound of his wyoica
Nick covered her hand with ona
of his own, and pressed his shoul-

Nick eame in and made them |

fer to do?” he demmmded. Who |

there, behind a big stack of out- |
*Hiding from me, little sweet- |

| *“Just working, Nick. That's |

now he was with her and his |

l_:,ialnn hers, his breath on her |

start; tried to recall Joe's face and |

der against hers. A lock of dark
hale had fallen over his forehead
and he pushed it back with that
familiar gesture,

“You look tired,” he sald softly.
“"Have p hurd day ot the ofMee?
Is all that national defense stuff
taking ita pound of flesh from
you, my darling™

She shook her head, refusing |
to meet his gaze. “Every day's |

the same, Nick. Today was no
different.”
(To Be Continued)
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P.’D. Houston, Chairman of the
American Nationa! Bank. of
Nashville, Tenn., is pictured in
Atlantie City, N. J. wheta he
was olectew President of the
American Bankers Association
at their recent convention.: He
will work for “improved bank-
ing serviee through effeclive
cooperation.™
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Be pine TreEES
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ANSWER: Yes and no. Each autumn, older needles toward the
trunk of the tree turn brown and drop off
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OUuT OUR WAY

I'™M GETTIN' IT! ITS COMIN
NATURAL AT LAST! SOME
KIPS Was TRYIN' TO GEY
ME TO SMOKE CICARETS
AN TH' FIRST THING | SAID
WAS, "NOT ME-- LOOK. AT
THE EXPENSE OF SUCH A
HABIT.* IMAGINGE ME
THIMKIN OF THAT T’
FIRST THING! GOSH, 1
HOPE IM GITTIN A
BUSINESS HEAD!

By J. R. WILLIAMS

HNO ==THAT WAS
JIST ONCE IN A,
THOUSAND! NOW
IF Youo oF NOT
THOUGHT OF THAT

ONCE 1IN ATHOUSAND,
THEN YOU MIGHT
HAVE A CHANCE -~

THAT WAS A ACCIDENT
TS GOT TO BE NO
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BY FRED HARMAN
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BY CRANE

OH, THAT WOULD BE DAR

HOW SWEET OF you!
| B THRU WORK AT EIVE

HOW COMSIDERATE !
LMW VIiCK | SHERIDAM, L

ARATITUDE OF A VERY
LONELY LITTLE GIRL
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