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VERA EXPLAINS THE LOSR

CHAPTER X1
SI.I’! MARY nodded, suddenly

tense At the Importance of the
naws Kilty had

“Of course 1 know all that
After all, we've seen how the
papere in the wvault have been
guarded, and we've seen these |
men coming and golng-—the ones
that look like movie G-men,”

“Then lirten 1o this. A file has
been atalen, or lost, or mialaid
Personally, 1 think Miss Grant
put it in such a safe place that
we ean't find It Today's her day
off, and theyv've been huniing all
ever town for her.

‘‘Meanwhile, though, you'd think
we're all Fifth Columnists. More
strange men have been dashing
In and out of old Roms Clark’s
ofice, and he's had everything
gone over with a fine-tooth comb.”

“But what do you supposs the
fls was® I mean, why was it s
Important?”

“Good heavens, how should I
know? Half the time I ean't make
head nor il out of the stuff I'm
typing. But 1 suppose when iU
all put together it does mean
something, They called me in and
asked me if I'd typed some pages
aboutl & new gasoline order, Does
that mean anything to you?”

Sue Mary shook her head, "No
—but 1 think Miss Grant asked
Vera to typs some such thing
yesterday. 1 know Vera was al-
most ready to go home when Miss
Grant came out and told her to

“Vera—" Kitty’s well-defined
vod lips tightened. “She's sup-
to be so efficient, but 1
notics she always has time to drop
her work when young Ross Clark
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(had the paper.' Sue Mary was sure
jof that and the realization left
her worried. Vera was new in
‘the office and it wouldn't look
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as Kilty smiled

ore golng back to the
Vera was the epilome of
efclency, and certainly, if she had
unknowingly beld on to an im-
poriant paper, it wasn't a crim-

in the office, Sus Mary
excuse o take some
to the filing cabinet
Vera'’s desk. Sbe looked
at the dark-haired girl
the weeks in which she
/had come to know Vera at the
YP headquarters, had eaten mid-
imight suppers with her, Nick and
Natalle, had talked religion, phi-
'losophy, politics, war, and social
problems, shie had come to admire
Vera's intelligence, to envy her
ealm and polse,

Now she would have to try and
help her out of this situation.
She hated 1o be involved in any
difficulty at the office, but she
eouldn't get out from under this,

“Vera," she said in a Jow voier,|
“Mr. Clark Iz in a terrible state,|
He's mislald or lost a paper
They're trying to find Mips Grant
1o sce If she knows where it ia|
It's pomething nbout a Runoiine
order. Have they questioned you
yet?"

No flicker of expression passed
across Vera's face. Her brow was
calm, her lips poft and parted in
8 hall-smile, Only the pupils in
her dark eyes dilated. Sue Mary
felt a little siab of fenr, but when
Vera's voice answered, low and
|pleasant, ahe felt & fluth of em-
‘barramssment pass over her face
At her own doubts,

“Gawoline order? T don't know,
Bue Mary, It might be here in
this stuft.™ She ruflled gome pa-
ipers on her desk., “Miss Grant
gave me a whole pile of work
last evening befors she left.”

She looked up and amiled. *I
muppose Kilty hos already told

¥ou. 1 mean that young Rom
{Clark came in and talked to me,
'T know she was walching every
imove I made, Anyway, he sug-
geated driving me home, but T
veloed that, [ did stop to have
& drink with him, though. And
beoause 1 didn't want 1o keep
bim wailing around here with
Kitty looking like a green-eved
‘eat, T did push somn of this stuft
‘aelde for i

_Bhe stared out the window, lost
in  thoughts, “He's rather

As & typs, T mean.
' interested only in

himsel! and his set. Never had
a real idea In his life, T suppose—"
Her woice trailed off and Sue
Miry leaned over and took her
by the zhoulders

“This i3 serious, Vera., Listen
to what I'm saying. This gasoline
order has the whole place in an
uproar, It's important. Something
1o do with a government order,
There are government men here
now. 1t you knew this office you'd
roalize

Vera's eves focused on Sue
Mary's face. She seemed to come
tk to reality.
rlant—really? I'm  ter-
ry if I've done something
wrong. Perhaps Miss Grant meant
me to type # before 1 left yes-
terday and leave it on Mr, Clark’s
derk, You know how It was,
though. 1 wanted to get away
But 1 guess it's safe, I'm sure
it's here with these other papers.”
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AND it war. While Sus Mary

chewed her pale lipa in fran-
tic horror. Vera calmiy took the
papers and headed for Mr. Clark’s
oifice

“You mean you're going right
in there and face him?™ Sue Mary
nsked numbly,

"Of courss, And nothing's going
to happren, my dear. They'll sim-
plr think 'm a stupid fool and
thex'll be so glad to get the dam
thing back that they won't bother

| with me."
Which apparently was exactly
what happened, Sue Mary de-

cided, watching Vera come back |

in a few moments and continue
calmly with her work.
“If I made such a mistake I'd

never get off that easily,” ahe told |

herself
Funny how rightly Vera had
nnalyred the situation, too. Sue

| Mary made a mouth, Her mind
| never worked so rationally when
things happened.

Vera astounded her more and
more. Her training with the YP
had given Vera an exterior that

| nothing could crack. Sue Mary
wondered if anything ever could
penetrate that assurance.
(To Be Contlnoed)

How good that ere the winter
comes, 1 die!

Then ageless, in vour heart T'I1
come to rest

Serene and proud, as when you

loved me best,
l —Dr. Hans Zinsser, bacteriolo-
| gist and author, in his book, “As [
Remember Him," which appear-
od Just before Zinsser's death.

SHINER—Even 50 menial a

task as shining shoes (her own)

seems pleasant o Max|l Herber,

who tolls as & worker In Ger-

many's lsbor service. She's an
lce skaler, otherwise.

THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William
Ferguson

OUT OUR WAY

By J. R. WILLIAMS
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SPORTS STAR

HORIZONTAL Answer (o Previous Puzztle 16 To pull along.
1,5 Baseball 1 T | 18 Burden.
star player. T AL | 20 Contest for a
9 Indian, 1Tl TN AL prize.
10 Altar screen, | N i 22 Epochs,
12 To complete. : g 24 Spear of grass.
14 Wearied. C 26 More austere.
15 Anticipatory f 28 His —— a1 8
terror, ' player has
17 Lixivium. : L been impaired.
19 Pertaining 1o 11 20 Places of
the leg. : ! exertion.
21 Males, W LL 31 Eyelid. 1
23 Pound (abbr.). NI ! VE | 33 Mover's truck.
25 Sack. AT =t 34 To scak flax.
27 Oppaozed to In. " 35 Label.
28 Musical term. 49 Expedites. 4 Year (abbr.). 37 Pertaining to
30 Sick. 53 Blackbird. 8 Military a lac acid.
32 Rules. 54 Less common.  training. 19 Badpger.
3% Seaman. 535 Clameor. 6 Uncanny. 41 Baglike part
36 To dotf. 87He is @ —— TTo revoke a8 43 Wager.
38 Wheel hubs. of unusual legacy. 40 Nothing more
30 Story. ability, 8 To incline the than.
40 Norse mythl- 58 He has — head. 47 To meriL
eal tales. or hurt his 11 And, 40 Emmet.
42 Fishing bag. arm. 13 A smear, 10 Gibbon.
43 Started. VERTICAL 15 He formerly 51 Coin.
44 Musical note. 1 7To accomplish. ured an 52 Courtery title.
45 Machine part. 2 Roman road. overhand 53 Sloth,
47 Long fah, 3 Temperature of the %0 New England
48 Each (abby.). circles, ball. (abbr.).
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WASH TUBBS

OUR BOARDING HOUSE With MAJOR HOOPLE

I e Jove, JASON, T'M GOING TO MAKE Il 'DEED T DON'T, MISTAN MAJOR v 1)
Y (T ROSSIBLE FORNOU YO GIVE UP BUCH I THAT'S WHY T'M POLIBMIN' THEGE <]
MENIAL TAGKS AS WASHING WINDOWS ! Jf WINDAHS /s CHADEFERIN' £0' You i
YOU CAN BE MY CHAUFFEUR AND GHO' SOUNDS GOOD, BUT THI® JOB 1S A §]
DRIVE A MAGNIRICENT CAR/wsm 3} BiRO N TH HAND, AN NS HOOPLYE 1§
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BY CRANE
YOUWE PRETTY, YOURE TE TVP | ANYBODY Whih REEN ) [ BOY PERNAPS vOU RETAN ) STLENDID] TWEW YOU PONKY POWLER, N - )
A 444 A MORAL SCRUPLES, FERKRAPS WITH A CERTAIM S-M HE HAS ARRANGE' FOR.
YOoU WILL WOT DESIRE*TD WG COMFIDRMEE AND LEARY WIS ASSOCIATES YOU TO wWoRK IN A BEAUTY
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BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES
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CHASE THROUGR

THE PASSAGES
UNDER THE
ECHPTIAMN
TEMPLE HAS
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ALL UGHT, YO Wik=~
BUT YOU'VE GOT TO
ADMIT I NEARLY

YOU KEEP
WALL ! THAT
Hou ONC

MONKEY-FACE 117
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L LITTLE «ne HEY,

: COME AWAY




