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SERIAL STORY

This Could Be Your Story
BY MARGUERITE GAHAGAN ZZV.'SXlcl'Si.
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Mary mad mouth. Her mfnd
never worked so rationally when
things happened.

Vera astounded her more and
more. Her training with th YP
had given Vera an exterior that
nothing could crack. Sue Mary
wondered if anything ever could
penetrate that assurance.

(To Be Conllnoed)
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himself and hlf art Never hud
a real idea in his life, I suppose "
Her voice- trailed off and Sue
Mary leaned over and took her
by the shoulders.

"This is serious, Vera. Listen
to what I'm saying. This gasoline
order has the whole place in an
uproar. It's Important. Something
to do with a government order.
There are government men here
now. If you knew this office you'd
realize "

How good that er th winter
comes, I die!

Then ageless, in your heart I'll
come to rest

Screno and proud, as when you
loved me best.

Dr. Hans Zinsser, bacteriolo-
gist and author, in his book, "As I
Remember Him," which appear-
ed just before Zinsser's death.
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Vera'a eyes focused on Sue
Mary's face. She seemed to come
back to reality.

"Important really? I'm ter-rih- ly

sorry if I've done something
wrong. Perhaps Miss Grant meant
me to type it before I left yes-

terday and leave it on Mr. Clark's
desk. You know how It was,
though. I wanted to get away.
But I guess it's sate. I'm sure
it's here with these other papers."

a a

AND It was. 'While Sue Mary
chewed her pale lips In fran-

tic horror. Vera calmly took the
papers and headed for Mr. Clark's
office.

"You mean you're going right
in there and face him?" Sue Mary
asked numbly.

"Of course. And nothing's going
to happen, my dear. They'll sim-

ply think I'm a stupid fool and
they'll be so glad to get the darn
thing bark that they won't bother
with me."

Which apparently was exactly
what happened. Sue Mary de-

cided, watchrng Vera come back
in a few moments and continue
calmly with her work.

"It t made such a mistake I'd
never get off that easily," she told
herself.

Funny how rightly Vera had
iuxalyd the situation, too. Sue
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SHINE R Even so menial a
task as shining shoes (her ewn)
seems pleasant to Mail Herber,
who tolls as a worker In Ger-
many's labor service. She's sa

k skater, otherwise.
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CHAPTER XI
CUT! MARY nodded, suddenly

tens at lh Importance of the
news Kitty had.

"Of course I know all that
After all, we'v seen how the

papsr In the vault have been

guarded, and we've seen these
men comljig and going the one
that look like movie

"Then listen to this, A file has
been atolen, or lost, or mislaid.
Personally, I think Miss Grant
put it in such a safe place that
we can't find it Today's her day
off, and they've been hunting all
over town for her.

"Meanwhile, though, you'd think
weVe all Fifth Columnists.' More
strange men have been dashing
In and out of old Rosa Clark's
office, and he's had everything
gone over with a fine-too- th comb."

"But what do you suppose the
die was? I mean, why was it so
Important?"

"Good heavens, bow should I
know? Half the time I can't make
head nor tail out of the stuff I'm
typing. But I suppose when it's
all put together it doe mean
something. They called me in and
asked me if I'd typed acme pages
about new gasoline order. Does
that mean anything to you?" ,

Sue Mary shook her head. "No
but I think Mist Grant asked

Vera to type some such thing
yesterday. I know Vera was al-

most ready to go home when Miss
Grant cam out and told her to
do something. I beard her men-
tion gasoline "

Vera " Kitty"!
ted Up tightened. "She' sup-
posed to be so efficient, but I
notice ah always has time to drop
her work when young Ross Clark
come in. He was her last night.
Just after you left, and ah in-

veigled him Into conversation two
minute after he cam through
the door." Kitty eye mi rowed
and (rail cam to her lips.

"It would be funny If she had
that file. If ah was so interested
in Rosa last evening that ah for--'

got to type that order and if the
on they're all hunting .for now. j

Wouldn't that be just too lovely?"
"Lovely?. No, it certainly

wouldn't be lovely," Sue Mary
aid emphatically. She stared at

Kitty, mindful of the girl' dis-
like for Vera.

"Don't be petty. Anyway, you
or I could hare made the same'
miltake lust as easily. If we
didnt know a paper was impor-
tant, and w got it to type just'
befor going home, wo might do:
the same thing and be in the same:
Jam. Furthermore, we don't know

J if Vera his It at alL"

;11UT her own words didnt carry;
conviction. She knew Vera;

(had the paper.' Sue Mary was sure
of that and the realization left
her worried. Vera was new in
'the offlc and it wouldn't look
well for her to be the cause of
all this confusion,

Su Mary shrugged her shoul-
ders, though, as Kitty smiled
wisely befor going back to the
offlc. Vera was the epitome of
efficiency, and certainly, if she had
unknowingly held on to an

paper, it wasn't a cxim-'ln- al

act
Back in Hi offlc, Su Mary

found an excuse to tak some
work over to the filing cabinet
near Vera' desk. She looked
down at the dark-hair- girt.
During the weeks in which she
!had com to know Vera at the
VP headquarters, had eaten mid-Inig- ht

suppers with her. Nick and
Natalie, had talked religion, phi-
losophy, politics, war, and social
problems, she had come to admire
Vera's intelligence, to envy her
calm and poise.

Now she would have to try and
help her out of this situation.
She hated to be involved in any
difficulty at the office, but she
couldn't get ut from under this.'

"Vera," ah ,id j low voice,
"Mr. Clark is in a terrible state.
We's mislaid or lost a paper.
They're trying to find Miss Grant
ia so if (he knows where it is.
It's something about a gasoline
order. Have they questioned you
yet?" '

No flicker of expression passed
across vera lace. Her Brow was
calm, her lips soft and parted in
a half-smil-e. Only tho pupils in
her dark eyes dilated. Sue Mary
felt a little stab of fenr, but when
Vera's voice answered, low andi
pleasant, she felt a flush of em- -'

'barrassment pass over her face
t her own doubts.
"Gasoline order? I don't know,

Sue Mary. It might be here In
this stuff." She ruffled some rs

on her desk. "Misa Grant;
gave me a whole pile of work
last evening befor she left."

She looked up and smiled. "I
suppose Kilty has already told

you. I mean that young Ross
ICInrk cam in and talked to me.

1 knew she was watching every
move I made. AnywBy, he sug-
gested driving me home, but I
vetoed that. I did stop to have
a drink with him, though. And
because I didn't want to keep
him waiting around hero with

(Kitty looking like a green-eye- d

cat, I did push some of this stuff
sld for today."
She stared out the window, lost

in pleasant thoughts. "He's rather
linaf " As a type, I mean.
(Of he's interested only in
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HORIZONTAL Answer to Previous
1, 5 Baseball

star player.
9 Indian.

10 Altar screen.
12 To complete.
14 Wearied.
15 Anticipatory

terror.
IT Lixivium.
19 Pertaining to

the leg.
21 Males.
23 Pound (abbr.).
23 Sack.
27 Opposed to In.
28 Musical term. 49 Expedites. 4 Year
30 Sick. 53 Blackbird. 5
32 Rules. 84 Less common.
35 Seaman. 55 Clamor. t
3To doff. 57 He is s 7 To
38 Wheel hubs. of unusual legacy.
39 Story. ability. 8 To
40 Norse mythi-

cal
58 He has head.

talcs. or hurt hi 11 And.
42 Fishing bag. arm. 13 A
43 Started. VERTICAL 15 He
44 Musical note' 1 To accomplish. used
45 Machine part. 2 Roman road.
47 Long fish. 3 Temperature
48 Each (abb.). circles. ball.

Puzzle 16 To pull alone- -

18 Burden.
20 Contest for a

prize.
22 Epochs.
24 Spear of grass.
26 More austere.
28 His as

player has
been impaired.

29 Places of
exertion.

31 Eyelid.
33 Mover's truck.
34 To soak flax.
35 Label.
37 Pertaining to

lac acid.
39 Badger.
41 Baglike pari
43 Wager.
46 Nothing mors

than.
47 To merit
49 Emmet
50 Gibbon.
51 Coin.
52 Courtesy title.
53 Sloth.
56 New England

(abbr.).
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Military
training.
Uncanny.
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