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Mark eye war closed, h
scarcely breathed.

Dead!" Hoarsely Ashton Oaks
whispered the single word. And
then he looked back. Other riders,
two, three, five, were now sending
up a cloud of dust straight behind
him. With a single bound Osks
reached Mark's horse, vaulted Into
the saddle. He glanced at the
ground. Msrk was stirring.
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ined. when he said it and Taylor
hadnt helped any, deliberately
interpreting it in his own fashion.

"Well, it's about time," Ed said,
''you had news for us. Good look-
ing young cuss like you ought to
be married and settled down long
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before thls."
Apparently thr is much In

common, psychologically, be-
tween breaking away from faith
in th traditional conomtc order

Mark had risen from the table. jT'saying he had to start back to
and breaking away from faith in
th traditional religion. Prof.
Goodwin Watson, Columbia.

town, and th conversation had
ended. Now, riding back to Sioux
Springs in the hot midday sun, he
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recalled Carrie sudden interest
in his words and the thought left
him infinitely happy.

He was thinking of her and the
blunt way in which Ed Taylor had
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"TERROR fro Mirk DeosT
heart m h stood in Taylor'

' yard, watching th fir licking
clow, listening to th shrieking
wind, U)d knowing Carri and
Mr. Taylor had not caped in
th wagon.

v For a leaf moment h Mmd
(tunned, iteod looking in at the
horse through th gaping hoi
th wind had torn in the corntr
of Ed Taylor bam. Ha was
'clammy with th thought ot what

?iight have happened to th
woman. A eyclon had ripped

i through Taylor", rkd th root
MiB on aid of th barn, upset
t th wagon.
'.Th wagon! Th wagon! That

,'waa it
Mark remembered th over--'

v turned wagon by tit dugout.
With th first fury of that storm' Carri and Mr. Taylor would
bav rushed Aw th shelter of
Id's (hallow cellar. Th wagon

reached conclusions for both of
them, when he looked up to see a
man riding hard, out of Sioux
Springs, toward him. Instantly,
Mark was alert, spurred his own
horse.

Th figur drew closer a tall
rider on a fast sorrel. Mark recog-
nised the horse. It was Newt
Galea. A second later he knew
the man, It was Ashton Oaks.

Instinctively. Mark stiffened in
his saddle, leaned forward, press- -
in hard on (us stirrups. Oaks
rod straight down on him, SO

yards. 90 yards, 10 yards and
then Oaks fired. RED RYDER BY FRED HARMANLike that it happened: without

had overturned on th heary door,
a word, a sing'. flash of warning.
'With a shout. Mark raised high in
his saddle, lurched toward th
left. Hi own gun roared twice in

pinning then in. Mark saw it all
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th pre trie stillness. Oaks horse
went down, and simultaneously
Mark crumpled from his saddl.

It was over quickly. Oaks, kick-
ing himself free of an en tang ling
stirrup, abandoned his dead horse,
rushed over to Mark, knelt down.

fiSTJ R065Syou in there Are you all right?"
But th wind swept his words
away.

He reached the cellar, saw th
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storm had overturned only th
tight wagon box and that th door
was free of th wheels. Almost
frantically then. Mark tugged at
to cox, pulling It away.

"Came! Mrs. TayksrT he
shouted a fe jerked th heat jox.

Tdark Mark It waa Canto.
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