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CHAPTER IX
A] long as Lisutenant O'Leary

sald nothing, but just sat

there quietly watching the surge
of econflicting emotions playing
upon Hazel Leighton's face, he
realized thers was a chance she
would tell him what he wanted to
know—what that letter was all
about,

"Who's Jed—the man you were
writing to?" O'Leary asked,

“I'm golng to marry him some
day, I hope. He's in Los Angeles
now . . . Waiting. You see, we
were golng to nick old man Sayler
for a neat little picee of change.
'We figured on a nice, juicy breach
of promise suit or a settiement
a few montha after marriage.

“Neither plan worked out, Say-
ler got wind of the scheme. Ha
found a letter from Jed , . . Just
tike you did. He pinned me down
with it one day, and 1 got sore.
1 told him what I thought of him
and what I was going to do.

“After 1 was through talking,
he just laughed at me. He told
me he had left his dictaphone
running and that everything 1 had
said wan recorded. I would have
Killed him then, but I didn’t have
a gun. When I left him he sald
he would be happy to give me
$5000 for the year's trouble T had

"

OLeary had rizen and was
picking up his hat. “Thank you,
Miss Leighton, The sergeant and
1 will be running along now. I'd
advise you to find some other way
to maks money in the future ...
and don't Iu:n town just yet”
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'WIN'MW MARDELL was just
+ ™ leaving his hotel when the
two detectives entered. He smiled
2 greeting and led them fo a cor-

' mer of the deserted lobby.
“Just going out to lunch. Will

I figured I'd let the I. O. Ul's ride
for & while and see if I couldn't
win some of that dough back.”
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dell marled, “I wasn't going
to welch . . . I never have yet.”

*You pever dared. If you can't
gumble, you don't eat. And Sayler
was going to fix {i so no joint in

g

Mardell's lips twisted slightly at
;the eorners. “Maybe," hs ad-
'HEM “But it's too late now.
My. Sayler won't do any talking
‘snywhers :wg."’
iGIDBUB BARBOUR was sitting

fiag-stone terrace before his com-
modious Georginn house when the
| officers swung their car into the
'driveway., His flabby cheeks
looked ruddier and his graying
ihatr had n silvery hue. He ap-
!:rd much more at ease than
| had In the Bayler drawing
room the night before,

He rose to greet O'Leary and
Carroll as they slld out of the
car. “Govd day, genilemen,” he
mid pleasantly, “And what can
1 do for you?"

O'Leary accepted the extended
hand. “Just a few more detalls
about that business last night, Mr,
Barbour,”

The pudgy man shook his head
mdly. "Ah, yes. Poor Riggs, 1
never suspected. I frequently
warned Martin about taking con-|
victs into his home. Come inside,
please. 111 get you a drink.”

He motioned Carroll ahead, and
fust as the sergeant was about
to grasp the handle of the screen
door, the portal swung open.

Sergeant Carroll leaped back
fastinetively, “What the —I"

Barbour chuckled, “Just a little
dovice 1 rigged up, BSergeant.
Yeou'll hgnd n]j:ta of mysterious
things happening around here, A
iy

ooked quizzical. ‘"But
how—1" y

*Very simple. Pholo-eleciric
oalls, often called eleciric eyes.
The light comes from that little
glass disc you see pel into the
pillar here. The Jight ray is aimed
at the cell on the other side—you
can see it In that other plllar,
When you crossed the invisible
line, Bergeant, you just broke the|
connection and set a litlle electric

m in sction, That opened the
Two more doors responded sim-
{larly inside the house, but Car-
roll refused to lead the way.
When they were finally settled in
a masculinely appointed living
room and three tall, cool-looking
drinks had been set before them,
O'Laary and Carroll seitled back
h"l'l'plr ':‘:llll‘l.
‘e found some s in -
lat’s sate last nilhl?‘]'\,l: Blrwbwr
l—gomy papers about you."

Rends of perspiration seitled on
Barbour's face, and he said quiet-
Iy, “So you found them?"

“Yes, Didn't you expect us to™

“1 suppose 1 did. You know
all about it then? About the
audit?™

"Yes” O'Leary acknowledged.
"Why did you take money out of |
the partnership? You did, didn’t |
you?" |
“Yes, I took 1t," Barbour said
bitterty. “1 deserved it. Martin
war getting wads of cash from his
dirty business, 1 never got a cent
of that . . . wouldn't have want-
ed 1. But meanwhile he wasn’t

handling any of the legitimate |

practice, 1 was doing ail of it
but he was still getting his half
of the profits, mccording to our
partnership agreement. So 1 final-
1y decided to take justice into my |
own hands." |

O'Leary nodded sympathetical-
1. “And Sayler suspected, 5o he |
called In the auditors.”

“That's right. He was going 1o
expose me, have me jailed and |
disbarred unless 1 got out and |
promised never to practice law in
this city again. He had me both |
ways. It would have ruined me
completely, He wanted a definite |
answer last night.”

Carroll locked intensely inter- |
ested. “Did he get 1177

“Ha did—! promised to quit. |
Get out completely." I
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TH‘E police car ground to a furl- |
ous stop before the gilt door- |
way of the Hanford Arms Apart- |
ments. The doorman nodded cor- |
diallyr as the officers passed. |
O'Leary walked to the desk and

asked the clerk to tell Miss Wa-
ters that he and Carroll would
like to see her briefly,
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and he looked very tired. "I nev- ‘1

er thought—" But he didn’t finish, ThL.

He grabbed Carroll's arm and | -

propelled him swiftly toward the

door and out into the =streeb
(To Be Continued)
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Administration.
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THIS CURIOUS WORLD
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