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plained. "Ho evidently wanted it
handy for tho young lady when
she came in to sco him. This is
a cashier's check for $5000 made
out to Hiwcl Leighton. And this"

he fingered a sulfite sheet of
legal-siz- e paper "this is a release
made out to Martin Sayler guar-
anteeing against nny breach of
nrtimisi action. The two are
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BY HAROLD GRAY

denly blurted out. The change of
subject startled Dnle.

"1 don't know exartly. 1 under-
stood he had something to do with
gambling."

"What was he doing here to-

night?"
"I wish I could answer that,

Llcutenutit. It's been whispered
around that Sayler wanted to sec
him about some gambling debts.
1 don't know how true that is."

The police otllccr scratched his
head and looked putzlcd. "If you
mean MardeH owed Sayler some
money from gambling, it would
hardly seem that he'd invite the
man over for dinner to collect it."

Dale smiled. "You didn't know
my stepfather very well. That
would be precisely what he would
do. His method of operating was
mysterious and usually cruel."

O'Leary looked up quizzically.
"You know his cruelty, then?"

The smile vanished from Dale's
lips, "Yes," he said abruptly,

a a

TX)R a moment, it seemed as If

O'Leary intended to press the
point. Instead, he asked. "And
how about Hazel Leighton?"

"My stepfather had his senti-
mental side, too. He had been
going out with Miss Leighton for
the past year or so. My mother
died three years ago, you see, and
Sayler had several other heart
interests after that. His friend-

ship for Miss Leighton lasted
longer than any of the others."

O'Leary picked up a small sheaf
of papers from among the few
he had spread before him on the
desk. "I think I'd like to talk
to the young lady. Maybe she'll
know something about this."

Dale was curious. "Do you
mind telling me what It is?"

"I found it in Sayler's top desk
drawer," Lieutenant O'Leary ex
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j clipped together and the release
hasn I been signed.

(To Be Continued)
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E S C A P E Happy to "get
away from parachutes," Gene-
vieve Lawson, British girl who
came to V. S. for "duration of
war." shows her toy from Eng-

land a parachute doll.

By William
Ferguson

T. m. did u. s. nr. ofr.

known as freshwater algae.

ANIMAL

14 Smooth.
15 It Is an

or smart beast.
17 Constructed.
19 Moisture.
21 Owned.
22 Snake.
24 Commanded.
25 Spinning toy.
27 Falsehood.
28 Data.
29 To spread.
32 High moun-

tain.
33 Sailor.
35 Fuel.

VERTICAL 36 Males.
2 Alley. 37 Professed
3 Nights before. opinions.
4 Roots of lily 38 Wireless.

of the valley. 40 Yellow bugle.
5 Derby. 41 Cheats.
6 Preposition. 42 Paradise.
7 More recent. 45 Rodent.
8 Cubic (abbr.). 46Taro paste.
9 Greek letter. 48 To sin.

10 Taxaceous 49 Chestnut-colore- d.

trees.
11 Mark. 50 Musical note.
12 Heavy blow. 51 Five plus five.
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CHAPTER III

DALE Angered the black bow tie
itood out in sharp relief

ifalnat hlf white mess jacket
How DID he know that his step-
father had died from a bullet?

"I don't know what made me
think of shooting," Dale said in
a monotone. "It's just the first
thing that occurred to me. I don't
know why. I just saw him there
In that pool of blood, and the only
thing I could think of was that
he had been shot to death."

"Did your stepfather have any
enemies?"

Dale wondered how he should
answer that, and then he said,
"Yes, lots of them."

"Don't you think he might have
had more than the usual because
of his parole racket?"

Dale shot a quick glance at the
detective. "Then you know about
that?"

"Sure. We've known about It
all along, but we couldn't stop it
There wasn't anything we could
put our fingers on. You know
getting convicts out of prison
through crooked connections on
the parole board and making them
pay stiff fees if they didn't want
to get sent back on trumped-u- p

parole violations.
"Extortion, maybe. But what

could we do? Nobody squawked,
naturally. And if they had, it
would have been the word of an
ex-c- against a respectable at-

torney."
Dale nodded. "It might have

been almost anyone who killed
him, I suppose."

Lieutenant O'Leary clasped his
ear-lo- be and pulled at it "Yeah,
might have been." He arose and
stretched himself. "Let's go back
to the study. I may want to look
around a bit"

rpHE body had been removed
when they entered the room.

O'Leary walked over to Sayler's
desk and seated himself in the
swivel chair. He opened the top
drawer and fingered the sparse
contents nonchalantly.

"Do you know very much about
your stepfather's affairs?" the
lieutenant asked.

"Practically nothing. He never
confided in me."

O'Leary peered a moment at
some papers ha had removed from
the desk drawer. 'Tell me who1
was here tonight?" he asked.

Dale leaned against the mantle
over the fireplace. "Miss Leighton
and Mr. Barbour I told you

about them before, I believe."
"Who is Barbour?"
"He was my stepfather's law

partner.' ,
"Okay. Who else?"
"There was Mr. MardeH and

Miss Waters, my fiancee, and
myself. The servants, of course,
but they were in another part of
the house."

O'Leary pinned his gaze di-

rectly on Dale. For a second, the
young man met the stare and
then he peered uneasily at the
floor. "You said a little while
ago," the officer recalled, "that
Miss Leighton was coming in here
to see Sayler when she found him
dead. What did she want to see
him about?"

"I don't know," Dale snapped.
Better ask her."

"Thanks," said O'Leary. He
brushed the Incident aside. "I'm
curious about this window next
to the desk. You'll notice that the
spot where the body lay was di-

rectly opposite."
Dale walked over to the win-

dow. "I don't think the shot could
have been fired from the outside.
My stepfather always kept the
windows locked and there ob-

viously isn't any glass broken. I
don't see . . . Oh oh, what's
this?"

a

O'LEARY got up and came to
the window. "What's the

matter?"
"Look, this window Is un-

latched. That's queer. Sayler
never permitted that. He insisted
the windows be kept locked."

O'Leary made a brief round
of the room. "The others are
locked," he said. "Tell me, when
you were all standing in the room,
did anyone go near the windows?"

Dale frowned. "Why, yes, now
that you speak of It George Bar-
bour did. He was just looking out
There would certainly have been
no point in his unlocking the win-
dow."

"Maybe not," O'Leary agreed.
"Anyway, it's interesting."

Dale studied the latch on the
French windows. "Of course, if
tha window had been unlocked,
it might have been possible for
someone to jimmy It from the
outside and then close it again."

O'Leary went back to the desk.
"It's possible. Anyway, we'll find
out soon. The boys are going over
the outside now for footprints and
they can take a look at the win-
dows in a little while."

Dale rested on the arm of the
divan before the fireplace. "If the
shot wasn't fired through the win-
dow, It stands to reason It must
have been fired from somewhere
inside the house and that's ab-

surd."
O'Leary leaned back and tossed

.one knee over the other. "That's
another tiling I wanted to make

'sure about During the 20 min
utes, between tne tune sayler leu
the drawing room and when Miss

Leighton found his body, did any
of you leave the other room?"

"No one. I tell you, Lieutenant,
itha idea of anyone within the
'house having murdered my step-
father Is ridiculous. It just
couldn't e done."

"Who's Mardell?" .O'Leary sud
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ANSWER: Simple plant lift,

CIRCUS

HORIZONTAL, Answer to
1 Wild animal JE4BI2JIused In

circuses.
8 It is found In N E EBMS3VN

Africa, India SEBfcMjSJand .
I wA SlU13 To fly. DEA.UTH14 Pigment from

eggs.
15 Not apt
16 Tiny.
18 Bearded.
20 Promontory.
21 Hair dye.
23 Withered.
24 It Is the 43 North Africa

existing land (abbr.).
Animal. 44 To elude.

26 Exultant. 45 Corded fabric
30 Italian river. 47 A beginning.
31 Faced. 52 Dubbed.
32 Termite. 53 Stir.
34 Metallic 54 Angry.

element 55 It has a
35 To glow. muscular
37 One who skips movable

about or trunk.
39 Those who 56 Its tusks are

scoff.

BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES

cna
.'.'cva V .1 vttvie.

vooai t .1

i
i 1 1

' ',: y com imo ny m arnvict. inc. 1, m urn, u. NT. err. J

SH-H- ! WE WIDOW'S PAR00N,. i,,.-- YES, --S
Birr eouLb Y indeedY, ip
l BORROW J'( VOlLL LET ME

YOUR BORROW SOME
RAKE7I gg-- - i T,A"J

AW, UPTON'S Y f BUTLIPTON'S
IS IT? I IS THRIFTY ITS
ALWAYS V I FULL, RICH FLAVOR

LOVEO ICED j GOES FURTHER.

LIPTON'S, BUT v,my House- - i , v 5'r"r"ir

your ouietou ) ?Ji1-Lill-v

70 V3URLIPTON'S TEA

yVunoH costs
MY SECOND VXS1"

DOING HER STUFF! rf
'M i -

--3l':"HB BACHELOR

WITH LIPTON'S YOU U5B )
LIBS TEA TO SET A

V, FULLIR HICHIR J
FLAVOR.

LAVOfl

WORLD'S dw

OFU.AII

15 r"l6 17 f IS 13

h-J--Jst 2s

wnWW nLp """"

W 40 qT" "i "T F"! m$r, gam

52 155 I

ht--H I n nn tin..


