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CHAPTER 111
DAL! fingered the black bow tle
that stood out in sharp relief
t his white mess jackel

w DID he know that his step-
father had died from a bullet?

“I don't know what made me
think of shooting,” Dale said in
a monotone, “It's just the first
thing that occurred to me. 1 don't
know why, 1 just saw him theve
in that pool of blood, and the only
thing 1 could think of was that
he had been shot to death.”

“Did your stepfather have any
enemies?”

Dale wondered how he should
answer that, and then he said,
“Yes, lots of them."

“Don't ¥ou think he might have
had more than the usual because
of his parole racket?"

Dale shot a quick glance at the
detective, “Then you know about
that?"

“Sure, We've known about it
all along, but we couldn't stop it
There wasn't anything we could
put our fingers on. You know—
getting convicts out of prison
through crooked connections on
the parole board and making them
pay stiff fees if they didn’t want
to get sent back on trumped-up
parole violations.

“Extortion, maybe. But what
could we do? Nobody sgquawked,
naturally. And If they had, it
would have been the word of an
ex-con against a respectable at-
torney.”

Dale nodded. *It might have
been almost anyone who killed
him, T suppose.’

Licutenant O'Leary clasped his
ear-lobe and pulled at it. “Yeah,
might have been.” He arose and
stretched himself. “Let's go back
to the ltudy I may want to look
around a I

L ] .

TI-E body had been removed

when they entered the room.
O'Leary walked over to Sayler's
desk and seated himself in the
swivel chair, He opened the top
drawer and fingered the sparse
contents nonchalantly.

“Dao you know very much about
your stepfather’s affairs?” the
Ueutenant asked,

“Practically nothing. He never
confided in me."

OTLeary peered a moment st
some papers he had removed from
the desk drawer. “Tell me who
was here tonight?™ he asked.

over the fireplace. “Miss Leighton
and Mr. Barbour—I told you

about them before, I belleve.”
“Who is Barbour?"
*He was my stepfather's law
L

“Okay. Who else?”

“There was Mr. Mardell and
Miss Waters, my flancee, mnd
myself. The servants, of course,
but they were in another part of
the house.”

O'Leary pinned his gaze di-
rectly on Dale. For a second, the
young man met the stare and
then he peered uneasily at the
floor. “You said a little while
ago,” the officer recalled, “that
Miss Leighton was coming in here
to see Sayler when she found him
dead. What did she went to see
him about?"

“I don't know," Dale snapped.
“Better ask her.”

“Thanks," sald O'Leary. He
brushed the Incident aside. “I'm
curious sbout this window nexi
to the desk. You'll notice that the
spot where the body lay was di-
rectly opposite.”

Dale walked over to the win-
dow. “T don't think the shot could
have been fired from the outside.
My stepfather always kept the
windows locked and there ob-
viously {sn't any glass broken. 1
don't see . . . Oh—oh, whatls
this?"

O'LEA.RY got up and came fo
the window., “What's the
matter?”

“Look, this window {3 un-
latched. Thal's queer. Sayler
never permitted that, He insisted
the windows be kept locked."

O'Leary made a brief round
of the room. "“The others are
locked,” he sald. "“Tell me, when
you were all standing in the room,
did anyone go near the windows?"

Dale frowned. “Why, ves, now
that you speak of it—George Bar-
bour did. He was just looking out.
Thers would certainly hava been
no point in his unlocking the win-
dow."

“Maybe not,” O'Leary agreed.
“Anyway, it's interesting "

Dale studied the laich on the
French windows, "Of course, if
the window had been unlocked,
it might hove been possible for
someone to Jimmy it from the
outside and then close it again.”

O'Leary went back to the deslk,
"“I\'s possible, Anyway, we'll find
out soon. Tha boys are going over
the outside now for foolprints and |
they can {ake a look at the win-
dows in a little while."

Dale rested on the srm of the |
divan before the fireplace. "If the|
shot wamn't fired through the win- |
dow, it stands to reason It must|
have been fired from somewhere
inside the house—and that's ab-
surd."

O'Leary leaned back and tossed

.one knee over the other. “That's
another thing I wanted tn make
sure about. During the 20 min-
utes, between the time Sayler left
the drawing room and when Miss
Hlallhton found his body, did any
of you leave the other room?"

“No one, I tell you, Lieutenant,
the idea of anyone within the
house baving murdered my stop-
father §a ridiculous. It Just
couldn't be done

“Who's Mardell?" O'Leary sud-

denly biuried out. The change of
subject startled Dale,
*1 don't know exaclly

| under-

stood he had something to dio with
gambling.”

“What was he doing here to-
night?"

I could answer that,
Vs been whispored
mround that Saxler wunted 1o see
him about some gambling debts.
I don’t kpow how true that §5.7
The police officer seratched his
head and Inoked puzzled. "1t you
mean Mardell owed Sayler somo

mopey  from gambli ng, it would
har l-‘- seY wiie the |
man over for dinner collect i

Dale smi .ul_ “You didn't Lt”.\
my stepfather very well |
would be pr ¥ what he
do. Hiz mothed of opera
mystorious—and usually

O'Leary locked up quiz
“Sou know his cruelty,

The smile
Ups. “Yes,"

.

then™" I
vanished from Dale's

.‘m !-.1:d. abruptly.
MOR a moment, it seemed as If
O'Leary intended to press the
point. Instead, he asked, "And
how about Hazel Leighton™
*My stepfather had his sentl-
mental side, too. He had been
going out with Miss Leighton for
the past year or za. My mother
died three vears ago, you see, and
Sayler had several other heart
interests after that, His friend-
ship for Miss Leig
longer than any of the oth
O'Leary picked upa =
of papers from among il
he had spread before him on the
desk. "I nk 1'd like to talk
to the young lady. Mavbe she'll
know something about this."
Dale was curious, *“Do you
mind telling me what it is?"
“1 found it in Sayler's top desk
drawer,” Lieutenant O'Leary ex-
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