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He ran up the street to the
Meltons'. As he rushed Into the
house, he collided with Andre
Master. '

"What are you doing here?"
Johnny demanded.

But Masters didn't answer.
Johnny saw him go toward Cot-

tage street." Was he going to have
it out with Molly, too?

(To Be Concluded)
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CHAPTER XI
REGAN could hardlyJOHNNY what Molly Travers

now, Johnny Rccan?" Johnny
thought he detected alarm in her
tone. "You didn't have a monop-
oly on any salvaging, you know,
if any was done. Those Portu-

guese , .
But Johnny was ready for her.

"They'd have taken this first,
don't you think?" He threw the
purse in her lap.

Johnny waited for her to reply,
but silence hung between them
like a screen. "If you haven't
anything to say. I'm going to Jean
Reynolds and tell her what has
happened. Unless you tell the
truth, I'll believe you gave the
cameo to Masters in exchange for
that contract."

Molly stared at him incredu-

lously. Then she began to sob.

wai saying.
. "You Just remembered that you
left the cameo In the dressing
rooml" he repeated after her.
"How could you forget it If It
meant at much to you as you
aid it did?"

Molly reached over and put her
hand on hla arm aa if trying to
quiet him. "Don't be cross. John-

ny. I've been afraid to tell you.
"Oh, Johnny, you make me

sound liKe a tniei. Ana 1 qian I
mean to be, really I didnt I
knew Jean would give you the
cameo and that it was ours. Mas-

ters is nuts about old jewelry,
and it seemed so simple. . . . And
now that I have the contract, I
can pay her for it, really I can."

Johnny looked at her. She
wasn't acting now; she was
scared. She clung to him, sob-

bing, "What will they do to me,
Jotinny? What will they do?
Please don't leave me! I didn't
realize what I was doing, can't
you see I didn't?"

Johnny believed her. He felt
sorry for her, but beyond that, he
had no desire to help her. What
love he had felt for her had been
stripped from him. He was no
longer under her spell.

"I'm going back to Jean," John-

ny said quietly. "If you don't tell
her the truth, I'm going to. What
happens to you is entirely up to
her. Personally, I don't care."

That's why I went off to Dennis,
I guess. . . ."

Johnny lifted her hand away.
tTe didn't want to be confused by
any contact with her. He wanted
to think clearly.
!. "Am I to take that as meaning
jou were just putting on an act?
You've known for some time that
the cameo was lost?" He was
almost shouting.

Molly began to weep softly.
."Oh, Johnny, you make me feel
perfectly terrible. I'll buy an-

other one, or pay her for it. I'll
have a job, and I'll work awfully
hard."

She came to him, put her arms
around him in a gesture he knew
so well. He threw her away from
him, and buried his face in his
hands.

"And Jean had decided to give
It to us for a wedding gift," he
said to himself rather than to her.

"Why, Johnny, why didn't you
gay so?" Molly exclaimed happily.
"Then It was mine all the time.
That makes it all right, cant you
see?"

That was Molly's reasoning, all
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right She was so damnably logi-
cal when it came to seeing things
her way.

"She need never know It's lost.
I'll thank her for it, and she won't
see It any more. Why, nobody
ever complain when you lose
omething that's your own . . ."

ahe hurried on, trying to make
him understand.

"It wasn't yours when you lost
It, and I'd planned to give it back
anyway. You were supposed to
be marrying me, not the cameo.
And now that the marriage is
'postponed,' you'll have to tell
Jean Reynolds right away that
you've lost the most valuable
piece of jewelry you ever laid
your hands on."

Molly drew herself up to her
full height She was ice, hard
and frozen Ice, Her voice chilled
Johnny.
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"I said our marriage was 'post-
poned.' If I explain everything
to Jean Reynolds it's indefinitely
postponed. Do you understand?"

"YouH explain. I'm not going
to get you out of this jam." He
spoke evenly as he always did
when really angry. "As for our!
marriage. Something 'tells me that
was about as empty a promise as:
all the rest of your pretenses."

He turned away from her and:
went down the walk. He had to
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think. He must tell Jean the
Itruth. He knew Molly didn't

to.
Molly called after hlrn, but he

Mlldn't answer. He heard her laugh
softly, as if to say, "He'll be
Iback." The screen door slammed
after her.

ANSWER: The sun, and Alpha Centaurus. whose distances ere
3 million miles and 25 trillion miles, respectively.
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1,7 Polar ex-

plorer of
today.

10 Female deer.
11 Whirlwind.
12 Card game.
13 Astronomer's

calendar.
14 Uttered by

mouth.
16 Want.
17 Senior (abbr.)
18 To yield.
19 Husband or
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TTALFWAY up Rutherford street
toward the Meltons', another

lldea struck Johnny. Why not go
down to the theater and look
around? The cameo might be re-
paired, if he could find it

Johnny threaded his way care-- 1
fully through the ruins until he
found the charred skeleton of a
staircase. The acrid smell of wet
burned timber stung his nostrils.
He jumped down into the base-me- nt

He recognized Molly Travers'
Idressing room without difficulty.
iMrs. Lyons' gray muslin, scorched
a ' little, lay under two fallen
beams. He knelt down and ex-

amined the dress carefully. Even
the black jet buttons were intact

!he noticed exultantly.
But the cameo was not there.

His hanos trembled as he searched
the neck of the dress. Suppose
someone had taken it! Perhaps
Molly was mistaken when she said
'the cameo was on the dress.

Johnny found the dressing
table, overturned and half hidden
by charred piles. He opened one
of the drawers. A make-u- p kit
was there, the sticks unmelted,
the little plaits of hair unslnged.
But there was no cameo. He
found Molly's purse, with 60 cents
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IS He Is a well-kno-

or
speaker (pi.).

20 Malicious
burning.

22 Duet
23 To emulate,
25 Uncommon.
26 Intention.
27 Ocean.
32 To lacerate.
33 Assigns.
34 Moving

picture.
35 Expert war

flyer.
37 Nimble.
39

41 Elderly
matron.

42
44 God of sky.
48 Pool.
47 Olive shrub.
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wile.
21 Reluctant
24 Side by side.
28 Becomes

dilapidated.
29 Good by.
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VERTICAL
2 Indolent.
3 To arrive.
4 Executioners.
5 Bakes meat.
6 Edict.
7 Blockaded.
8 Long since.
9 Street.

45 Acidity.
48 Caverns.

30 Mine shaft hut
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31 English coin.
34 Automobile.
36 To damage

50 Unit.
51 Land rights.
52 Female horse.greatly.

37 Shrub yielding 53 To card wool.
13 He also led an 49 To observe.indigo. 54 To employ.

38 Cake 55 Grovels.
decorator. 56 His naval title,

40 Effigy. rear .

expedition in 51 .Unit of
the electrical
region. resistance.

in small change. If anybody had
robbed the dressing room, money
would have disappeared first

Had Molly lied to him?
a a a

TTE must know before he told
Jean. He stuffed her pocket-boo- k

in his blouse, and for the
third time that day found him-
self at 43 Cottage street asking
for Miss Travers. ft. f
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"I thought you'd come back and

apologize," Molly said when she
aaw him. "I'm terribly hurt that
you'd think so badly of me."

"How about your conscience?
Was it hurt enough to call Jean?"

"Oh, darling," Molly was exas

' "
y-- Al DUNNO WHAT L

flt r THI& h ALL
( S5 ABOUT, BUT IT
( ! SURE IS ONE J

SWELL rrperated, "you're still mad, aren't
you? I don't think it's necessary
to tell her since she'd given he
brooch to us. If you think she
has to know, you ought to tell
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her yourself."
"Thai's your story and you're

sticking to it" Johnny said calm-
ly, "But I've been down to the
theater ..."

Molly Interrupted with laugh-
ter. "Which theater? Ours burned
last night."

"Ever hear of a fire sale?"
Johnny asked, "Salvaged goods?"

"What ara you talking about
'

... .


