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YRATERNDAY: Johnny and Jean
save the preclons antigues from
he bumln:
are burned,

theater. Jenn's hands
When .'I;nhluur asks
1

responsibiliiy.
Johnny enlists Nex Armold's help,
ets all the staff hack safely,
ean Is gratefnl, promises Johnny
ihe eamees an n wedding present.
-’Btlhr refuses. The cnmen In (he
anly prop that has mot heen ¥e-
unrl.

CHAPTER X

'I‘HE tact that Jean Reynolds had

given him the cameo for Molly
made little difference to Johnny
that night of the Capetown fire.
He wandered through the atiil
streets llke a man In a stupor.
He didn't want to see Molly, and
#0 he went home to bed instead
af meeting her and Masters at the
Capetown Inn.

It was noon when he awoke.
He went to the mirror and looked
at himself. His face was still
smudged with soot and his eye-
brows were singed. Not a roman-
tic figure, he thought, and tried
1o arrange In some logical order
the events of the night before.

Jean had given him the cameo.
He must ind Molly and tell her
the good news. He tried to imag-
{ne the thrill of Molly's kisses in
gratitude, but he could only re-
member Molly and Masters sil-
houeited against the red glow of
the smouldering theater,

Jean had sald that Mollyr was
interested in Masters. Was she?
Johnny would find out. Then he
would know just where he stood
with her. Did she love him or the
cameo?

At the Bluas Whale he ordered
breakfast, then telephoned the
Meltons’ to msk about Jean.

“Jean's a lot better, and you
two are heroes. I'm tired of an-
swering the phone and hearing|

ple pralse you., too, Johnny|

n, when I kngw Jean did|
most of {t."

“Still Jove me to death, don't
you, Sue? Well, tell Jean I'm.
glad she's better.” |

Johnny bolted his breakfast
and went pround to 43 Cottage
sireet. |

“Miss Travers and Mr. Masters|
gnurb' this morning for 13-1-I

“What's the idea?" Johnny
wanted to say. Then he remem-
bered that Molly couldn't have
found him it she had wanted to.
He was dead asleep in his garage,
and the had never been there.
“What time will they be back?™

;"Bld: about supper time, they
emid."

Johnny thanked them and went
ito while sway the four hours
‘ntervening st the Meltons”.

L . »
came across the lawn to
meet him, She wa her

"boxing gloves.” “Want to fight?”
ahe asked him,

Everyone was falking about the
fire. Johnny didn't answer them.
He dropped on the grass beside
Jean and they watched a croquet
fame

*“What did Molly say when
1old her I'd given you the cm,;‘?’
I thought at least she'd eall to
thank me for my belated gener-
b

¢ and Masters have gone to

Dennls. I just got up,” he finished,
hoping to closa the subject. He
wished she wouldn't talk about
Molly.
h"‘l;lulm could help her a lot
body."' theater, He knows every-

"She ealls him a wedge,” John-
ny sald, chewing a blade of grass.

“He's not as hipped on the the-
ater as she {s. 1 mean he can at
Jeast talk about something else.
He's crazy about antiques, He'
was wild about every old piece
1 got for the pet” 1

“Molly says he's particularly
:‘:ﬁ:! of old jewelry," Johnny said

“Johnny," Jean sald, “you don't
luppmwMolIE- plans to use my
‘cameo get someth out of
Masters?” N

“Of course not, silly,
reading a melodrama?"

Bhe Inughad, too, then, and put
one hand, bandsged to elephantine
elze, on his. “I'll miss you, Johne
ny, after you and Molly are mar=
ried."”

Johnny took the hand In his
He held it tenderly. "“I'm going
to get your cameo back for wou,
Jean. 1 haven't seen Molly yet.
that's why I haven't It with me
He had a pleasant afternoon,
lying on the lawn beside Jean's
deck chuir, It was nearly twi-
light when he decided 10 go home.

“Miss Travers isn't back yet,"
he was told at Molly's boarding
house, He decided to walt,

He sat in the porch swing and
began a crossword puzzle. How
long ngo it was that he had first
sat here walting for Mally? He
remembered the feverish excite-
ment and enthusiasm with which
he antlcipated that first dale.

ve was a fever. “Love was ., "
he had caught himself thinking.
Was it possible that the fever was
over? How easily he had slipped
?lck into his relationshlp with
ean,

Been

His pencil wae making little
squares on lhe paper. He was
initialing the squares. JRR, he
wrote and under that, Jean Reyn=
olda Regan,

L] L] L]

N Masters' green roadster

drew up at the curb, Johnny
Jumped the railing and ran down
the walk, Molly was lylng back
againet the cushion, She was
;nm lovely than he remembered

or.

"Haveia good timo?" he asked,

“We missed you last night”

Molly sald accusingly., “Where
were you?"

“1 went home and went to bed,
Slept till noon, Why didn’t you
tell me you were going?"

Molly shrugged. "Didn't want
to interrupt your dreaming. All
business."

Masters took s cigaret from a
wooled leather case and  safd:
“Beautiful scenery up the Cape.
Qunint liftle town, Dennis. I'm
to play there week after next"

“And, Johnny, 1 .. ."

“Must be going, my dear"
Masters interrupted. “Nice day."

He leaned over tn start the

motor and Johnny opencd the |

deor for Molly to get out. But

in that brief moment Johnny un- |

derstood something. Masters and
Molly. They might not love each
other, but their worlds were the
same.

“Did you meet any big pro-
ducers? Johnny asked Molly. “I
assume that's what you meant by
business."

“Not only that, but I have a
contract.” She dug in her hand-

bag mnd Johnny looked mt It It |

was signed by Harry Babbitt, an
ingenue part for the fall show.

“'m glad,” Johnny said. “And
now that all that s settled, I'd
like to give the cameo back to
Jean."

Molly sat down In the mlnx:

and didn't answer,

“I thought it was to be some
sort of wedding present for us,
And I want to tell you, Johnny,
with the contract all signed, may-
be we'd better postpone the wed-
ding . . )"

“Just as you like” sald Johnny
firmly, “but I want to give the
cameo back now. 1 told you last
night Jean wouldn't sell it . , "

| Molly looked at him. She
seomed to be thinking of mome-
thing.

“I'll go get 11" she said, and
then her hund flew to her throat
“Why, Johnny, Johnny, darling,
I ean't get 1 left {t in the
dressing  room, I just remem-
bered. Tt was on Mps. Lyons' |
dress, hanging on the rack ready J
for me to put on" ,

(To Be Continued)
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| This is & Paris—not a Berlin
| newsstand.  German publica-
tions blanket the stands, with
French papers relegated to rear,

THIS CURIOUS WORLD

By William
Ferguson
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ANSWER= A marine fish, and a'noted fighter.
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OUT OUR WAY By J. R. WILLIAMS
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