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CHAPTER Vil

MOLL\‘ in Johnny's arms whis-

pering that she loved him
and would marry him as he had
anked her to, sent his senses
whirling. That she wanted the
eameo to be his gift to the bride
was only a small hurdle emsily
cleared so near the real goal,

"Then you'll ask Jean to sell it
to you. 1 want it so desperately,
Johnny darling," Molly was say-
ing rather than asking. Her
mouth hard against his, his arms
sbout her, made everything pos-
nible.

“Jean will give it to us for a
wedding present. We won't need
to bur it. And if there's anything
to that luck legend, we needn’t
even worry about that. Jean and
1 are so nearly brother and sister
that the Reynolds luck has prob-
ably diffused after all these
yeurs.”

Molly laughed softly and stood
away from him. She was so beau-
tiful, so lovely—eand she was going
to marry him!

“You're sweet, Johnny," Molly
sald, stroking his face. *Don’t

flant. “And what would rou use |

for money?"
Johnny was ama:zed at her an-

(mwer: it was »o unlike what he |

hed expected,

“You'd sell It then?™ he =aid,
and added, “Well, to be perfectly
honest with you, T had some sort
of notion you'd be altruistic aund
give it to me for a wedding pres-
ent. 1 don't know of anvthing 1'd
rather . . "

"You mean that Molly would
rather have,” Jean sald, *“Well,
1 won't sell that ecameo and 1
won't give it away, 5o go and tell
your friend Duse that™
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I.IE went down tha stalrway Inte

Moll¥'s dressing room. She
sat before the mirror running a
little brush of lipstick over her
mouth, Her hair was powdered
and her face was wrinkled, What
a sweet old lady she would make.

When she saw him in the mir-
ror, she swung around and asked,
“Well, what did Jean =ay? Have
you asked her?”

“She said, ‘No dice.'™

“So she won't even sell It to
wou, her preclous Johnny! Well,
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to marry him. After this summer | After we're married. I'll buy you
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Jean had imagined! What kind of
a marriage did Molly want? He
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at 7:30, Jean was aslready there.

“Hello, Johnny." She hardly
looked up.

*“] came to talk to wyou,” he
began, wondering how he should
start. Away from Molly, the task
of asking Jean for the cameo
seemed difficult. “TIsn’t that the
Carstairs coffee seryice?”
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Jean nodded. “But I told Miss ! it NX = = = =
Bessie I'd be personally responsi- - —;—_.—-u--s“-—.“-"::_a__-j
ble for it ———

Johnny had an
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you going to be personally re- ——————
sponsible for all the other Cape
Cod antiques you've, got in this
barn? Isn't that Mr. Duntrow's
unting board? And the Meltons'
Bheraton table?! What on earth
jare you thinking about?™
¢ "Listen to me, Johnny Regan"
—Jean's eyes flashed—"I've put
‘up with just about all I'm going
to from you. I let you boss me
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you to mind your own business.
I've done a pretty good job of:
minding mine."

Two spots of pink appeared om;
her cheeks, She turned angrily,
and started down the stairs.
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