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CHAPTER XII
RO“Y McAFEE just sat there
gerping and gulping and star-
ing at Dr. Tollivar. Tollivar
looked at him now, met Rossy's
ares.

“#1 sald that It was not the beaan
Ball I threw that killed your
tather, although it knocked him
uneonscious, It was a blow on his
head with a bar of {ron, just back
of this grandstand, that cracked
his skull and was the actual cause
of death. That was what 1 said.”

“1 heerd ye,” Rossy said, hoarse-

did. To my everlnsting
grief I ran. I plead in defense the
fact that it was all I knew to do.

“So 1 left the mountains for-
I went to school, to college.
T made a name for myself, Al-
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Educate them, lift them out of the | beam seemed to forus on Rossy
ruck of feuding. MeAfee, sitting between Hannah

“T pnever admitted I was a Tol~ | and Judy.
Hver. What would have been the “You needn't look at me, Rossy!"
value of that? I kept my mouth | Hannah said. “I'm not even think-
shut, and Iabored fo make avail- | ing about marrying, not you nor
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I.IIS face drawn and hard, Steve

Hogg got up, holding to the
chair ahead of him to steady him-
self,

“Steve, how'd you feel about
giving back that land and timber
to Rossy MeAfee and his maw?"

“I—1 think it could be ar-
ranged,” Steve sald thickly.

“I'm all for letting feuds and
such like sieep In thar graves”
Leverage went on thoughtfully.
*TVA and cyars should make thar
sleep peaceful. Just the same,
murder s murder, and I reckon,
Constable, you mout as wellst take
your prisoner along. He'll feel
better in other company.”

When Steve Hogg went out with
the officer, joining the sherifl
wailing outside, there was a mo-
ment of odd depression.

UDGE JESSE cleared the atmos-
phere.
“Now would thar be a gal and
boy here who mout want to git
married or something™ He

An East Indian banyan tree n
Caleutta Botanical Gardens has
3000 small trunks, 230 that vary
from two to three and one-half
teet in diameter, and a main
trunk 13 feet In diameter. It
is sald 7000 people can atand
among these trunks, The tree la
more than 100 years old,

would make a powerful fine ocea-
sion to celebrale, so's we could |
have a square dance tonight, after
& big barbecue supper. Of course,
we aim to have the supper any-
how; but the dance—well, now,

before I get hitched up!"
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your father on purpose. It was
just another of those times where
one does a thing because he is so
terribly afrald he will—and he
then can't help it. You were close
to it yesterday when we played
“;?I -- |
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“Now we have a couple of
things to attend to, and after-
ward 1 hope we'll have & big
dance. I haven't enjoyed a
dance for years and Yyears,
Lat's go back dm:n t.o Leverage's."
.

were back at Judge Jesse's
in 30 minutes. The room had
been cleared and chairs placed. It
was not long before men, Tollivers
and McAfees, were gathering. To
Rossy's amazement
Bhrider w accompanying
Judy Tollivar, Rossy’s mother
eame on horseback.
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