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T ARRY COLLINS smiled down
at the bsldlah nun acrosuthe

iuk. All right, Steve. . . So I'm
' nuts. But that doesn't chance

things. I'm quilting your news
paper tonight.

"Okay. Larry, I can't atop you
Bteve Clark's voice softened. "But
youra a swell reporter, and I like
you. If I didn't, I wouldn't wuta
nve minutes trying to kaap you
tram making tool of yourself.

"You nad a vacation! So do I!
So doaa everyone. But you don'l
aa SUva Clark quitting tha Job
with tha grand Jury blowing the
top oil tha city hall. And con'
ventlons, campaigns, and elections
coming up." Steve's temper was
getting away tram him. "All
right, Collias, tako a vacation!
But when you're broke and look
lug for a Job, don't coma back to
Steve Clark. I mada you, and by
tha atemal, t can make another
cub reporter Into Just aa good
man."

"Just a minute, Steve. Left
part friends." Collins aat down
on tha corner of the desk, rolled
a dgaret, lighted It and inhaled
deeply before he continued. "That
vacation talk is office gossip,
spread it around as an excuse.
Ira not quitting now because
want to, Steve and you have ts
oeueve uia i ve got a job

. .do, and It wont wait I have to
quit, Steve.'

. "You mean you're leaving me
to work for someone else? Of all
the ungrateful pupsl" Clark

"Get outl Get your pay
ana get ouu- -

Collins did not move. Be had
faced Steve Clark's rage for 10
years and he waited now, smok- -
lng calmly, for the other man's
anger to subside. After a time he
continued!

" ."Yon didnt ask much about me
when you gave ma my first Job
10 years ago, Steve, rve never
.told yon, but If you know now,
perhaps youll understand why
1 m quitting.
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The patrolman returned to him.
"You're all right You can go on
how. There's been a holdup, and
we're stopping all cars. Sorry to
have bothered sou, but we havt
to do it"

"No trouble. Hope you catch
them!" Larry shouted aa he drove
away. . He had been tempted to

tell them he waa Hugh's brother,
but when the officer had not
recognized the name, he had
thought it wiser not to mention it
Hugh wasn't well known in this
part of the state. Perhaps the
chief weeded to keep It that way.

A GOOD lunch and a couple of
clgarets erased the memory ot

the holdup from Larry's mind.
Two or three mora hours would
bring him to his destination, first
stop in his search for Hugh's kill-
ers. If that gang caught him, he'd
get no mora mercy than they had
shown Hugh. But If they didn't
he'd have the satisfaction ot
knowing Hugh's debt was paid.
The hate of criminals, the heritage
ot his father, sweUed within him.

He topped a little rise, saw the
car parked off the highway. A
man bent over tha motor, while a
young woman, holding a baby,
rtood at his side. Larry stopped,
leaned over the door.

"Anything I can do to help?"
The man'a head came up. "Why,

sure, thanks. You can take me
down the road and find a me-
chanic. Just a minute "

As the man turned back to the
ear, Larry noticed a second man
get out ot the front seat walk
around the car toward him and
tor the second time In one day
Larry Collina looked Into the bar-
rel of a revolver.

"Thanks, buddy," said the sec-
ond man. "We'll take your car.
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on, climb out" He waved the gun
to emphasize nis order. "Come on,
Bill, get that stuff Into this car."

The man called Bill lost all his
friendliness. He shoved past
Larry, carrying a heavy suitcase,
tossed It into Larry's car, then
climbed behind the wheel.

Tha man with tha gun backed
toward the roadster. "The lady'll
keep you company, buddy. Be
smart now, and you won't get
hurt Thanks. Missus, for gettin'
us by the cops"

Larry cursed softly aa he
watched his car disappear down
the highway.

(To Be Continued)

ine Does Her bit
For the Allies

A tour of duty driving an arnbu-
lance on the Western Front
ended. Aline Rhonie, comely
American artlst-aviatn- plans
an air tour ox tne u. o. to raise
funds for Allied flyers' canteens.
She is pictured, In her uniform
as liason officer of the Aero Club
de France, on her recent arrival

in New York.
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7 Riders. 44 Altar chest
8 Russian 45 Bound.

mountains. ' 48 Fish eggs.
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cerned, dated from the time
walked into your office. You knew
I'd been to echooL that I could
write. But you didnt know I was
an orpnan, and you didnt know

Had a brother.
"You see, Steve, X was born in

Texas. Mother died then. My dad
raised Hugh and me. Dad waa a
eheriff. One day he tried to stop

, some pandits and they killed him.
. Dad's sister took Hugh, who was

about 16, and they shipped me
rp hare to lira with Mother!

v Brother. .'..i. y
V ' "Remember that wire story ouf
. M tne southwest about three

months ago about an unidentified
. oruna: who sad driven off a cliff.
" then killed himself when his ear
caught lira, rather than burn to

eau7"
Clark nodded. "Yeah. Neves

( had anything , but the first lead
' an it.1

' "That was my brother Hugh
Collins!'

- A LL of Steve Clark's anger and" resentment were gone as nil
arm went around Larry's shoul-
der. Tm sorry, son, I didnt
know.' 'When did you find out?"

Tve known it all the timer
Hugh waa in the highway patroL

I' Shortly before his death, he was
taken from his old district,
eretly assumed to hunt down
bunch of narcotic smugglers, oper
ating In the west He evidently
found them and they discovered
wno ne was about tha same time.

"But Hugh didn't commit sul.
elde. Hugh was murdered!

"Colonel Harris, chief of the
highway patrol, asked Hugh's
widow and myself to keep quietand Hugh was reported killed In
a sKunusn wiin smugglers on the
border. The officers figured 11

xney in tne acciaent go practically
unuivausBiea, wese arug smug
glers would start up operation!
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' He's gonna marry s teacher 1 Gosh, didn't he ever go to
. school or has he just forgot what it was like?"
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i. "And that's what they've done
and you want to go down and

-.- cover if Clark broke in.
"That's riant" Larrr uml "1
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had a letter from the chief yes-
terday. He said that reports indi- -
eate that the same gang is at work

gain. He believes that a stranger
jnuajm nave more 1UCK finding out
.about them than ona of his own
men. I wired him that I'd report
within a week, and If he'd sweet

muvn wo juiiea my Drotner. .
So you see, Steve, I've got to go.1

'! "1 understand, Larry. I can ar--
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- lng like It thought Larry Col-li-

as he drove along tha broad
highway. Cattle grazing In green- -
lng pastures. Calves bawlingHere and there the broad greenwaves of wheat It was good to
be home.

Four days of steady driving had
changed his city pallor to a
healthy red.' In e few more dayivan Steve Clark would novel
recognize him.
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n Damcaae across the highwayloomed before him. LerrySlammed on his brakes, slid to s
screeching stop. A blue-coat-

patrol officer stepped from the
side of the road, gun In hand.

"Step out with your hands upbe commanded. -

Larry shut 'off his motor,
climbed out of his ear, hands la
the air. Another officer covered
him from the far side of the patrol
ear. The first patrolman came up
to Larry, searched him quickly,
(hen inspected his car.

"Okay," ha called after a min-
ute. And to Larry: ".Let's have a
look at your license."

Lerry said. "May I ask, what It
ltu aU about?"


