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want to ship any more water in
that number three hold.

"Barney, double the watch and
string a stouter life-line up for'rd,
We're getting a five-ton sea over
our bows every time we bits into
. Mdetp nu!."h'

a spoke a  Jagged
sireak of lightning stabbed the
murky blackness. An Instant later
a terrific clap of thunder rolled
above them,

*Got some ollsking and a sou'-
wester for me?” Val asked Barney
casually.

*“You don't have any ideas about
golng above decks, have wou?"
Barney growled. "Because If you
have, you better forget ‘em.”

*Whose orders are those?*

*Please, Miss Douglas,” Mac-
CGregor pleaded. *I don't want to
arder you to do anything. But it's
murder up there. We've got a 50-

The starfish progresses by
means of its suction cup arms.

and then withdrawing the water
into its body,
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Val locked up into the sky.
*Locks like we're going to have a
lot of waler above and below us
pretty soon.”

*More'n might be good for us™
ha muttered. *The barometer has
been droppin' like a ton o' lead.
Tell you what you do, honey.
Have Wong Lee send me up & pot
o' coffes and a couple sandwiches
and have Bamney MacGregor see

*“Don't you think Captaln Hane
sen can keep us going without
your aid?™

*“Thanks for your Interest™ she
sald coldly, *but I don't need a
nursemaid.”

She started up the companion-
way but he selzed her arm. “Don't
be a fool.”

He didn't realize how hard he
had gripped her. She turned on
him flercely and brought her flat

hand sharply against his face
Then she ran up the steps.
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“You must admit she's well preserved.”
“Yeah—still has that girdlish figure.”
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