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table, for a year and feel no real OUT OUR WAY BY J. R. WILLIAMS OUR BOARDING HOUSE With MAJOR HOOPLE
fondness, one for the other. It I

had been an economic arrange-- 1
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a conclusion and talked the mat
ter over with Clara.

"I cant go on like this forever,"
the said. "I absolutely refuse to Wins Her Freedom f3
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CHAPTER XXII
TT mi during that rosy week

that Clara confided her
ding plana. She and Roy
aon were to be married on Satur-
day ot the following week.

Ann made a dreaa for her, and

make over hats all my life."
Clnra was alarmed. "You'd bet

ter hang on to what you've got"

a eunnlnf little hat Knowing
mat ane must And another room.

' ahe let her plans ride, waiting
until ahe should are Paul asatn.
That next meeting might mean

" I will until I get what I want
Clara, I've put in my name at the
agencies"

"A lot ot good that'll do you."
for a place as parlor msld

sr companion or something like
that"

Clara was horrified. "You mean
rou want to be somebody's serv-
ant?"

"Call It that If you want to. I
Jon't mean general housework. I
want to live In a beautiful home
and handle nice things even if
they dont belong to me. I want

live like decent people."
"What's the matter with tha

way we live?"
"Nothing but T want to try

this. I can very likely make as
much as I do now and have a
room and board beside."

Clara said, "I think you're
eraxy."

"Maybe I am maybe I cant
get a Job without references just
the same I'm going to try. I have
to leave here "

This brought Clara around to
her own enthralling affairs and
Ann's decision was forgotten. Ann
left tha rooming house on Friday.

Tha girls bade her farewell in
the upper hall. Neddy and Ted-

dy openly disapproved of her next
step which had been duly report-
ed to them by Clara. Myrtle
tried. Clara was so taken up with
her approaching marriage that she
scarcely noticed Ann's going.

Ann wondered a little that two
girls could live together, sleep in
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anything.
She saw him on Thursday night

and the rosy daze was no more.
He seemed almost to dislike her.
He Informed her, quite coldly,
that he had been transferred to
Moline, that he was leaving with-
in a few days.

Ann couldnt know ot his sleep-
less nights, that, in desperation,
he had gone to the manager and
asked to be transferred. The kiss
in the park had done it "I cant
kid myself any longer," was the
way Paul had put it to himself.

Ann felt that a door, through
which ahe v had glimpsed happi-
ness, had been rudely slammed in
her face. She almost felt that

, Paul had slapped her. Even then
ahe felt no resentment toward
PauL He had stated his convic-
tions fairly and squarely at their
second meeting and she had
promised to abide by them. It
was her own fault If she had
taken a casual kiss too seriously.
She managed to put up a brave
front - .

"Does It mean a promotion for
you, 'Paul?" aha asked, ignoring
the real issue, the personal issue.

"Maybe a little I'm not sure."
They were standing on the steps

of the rooming house. About to
start for a walk, Ann had stopped
abort at his announcement

"Could we go to a movie?' she
asked. In a movie aha needn't
talk.

"Sure," he said.
Neither Ann nor' Paul 'could

have told a single detail of the
picture. For three hours they sat
side by aide, eyes on the silver
screen, not speaking. Then they
were again back on the rooming
house steps. They stood silently
until the two furtive-eye- d young,
men who lived on the second floor
passed Inside.

"I dont like the look of those
birds," Paul remarked, for some-
thing better to say.

1 have the feeling they're m

the same bed, eat at tha same
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to no good," Ann agreed absently. t sZi ,siA k i ' law v imsi ..fAi ntHY.n kt&m mAmvuiua --"iIt was hard going. After a mo

ment, Ann said, "Will I see
.gain?" .:, v..,

TO try to make It Pretty busy
getting packed and everything.'
"I suppose you are." ' gJ r, --
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things have got to break for you.
You're the tops you've got what
It takes the kind fates will catch
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"Wffl they?" she asked child.
isnly.

"They've got to." Ha held out
(us nana. "Goodby, Ann."

She put hers in it and quickly
w away, --uooaoy, ,paiu.'

FRIDAY and Saturday were
days. Clara an

nounced Paul's departure from
L I " "tne store. It was all over.

On Sunday Ann's trouble
pushed aside by the newspaper HORIZONTAL Asmr la SvmIm,. .. i, n.., , . i I
neaounes. tora twite's friend,
Clancy, had been murdered in an I 1,lJ!am0U5 OJJi&Ti imropa br.). ! y
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umana.
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JT Cl WOOEY? '1The girls gathered in the hall,
looking with fearful eyes at the
ciosea aoor oz Florabelle's anart--
ment Even Neddy and Teddy
we serious. Clara cried, Ann
felt sick. Mrs. Toilet went throughthe second floor hall, muttering to

. herself that she'd always known
r loraoeue would come to the gal-
lows, that she kept a respectable

' house and she wouldn't put upwith such goings on. Myrtle
crouched In a corner, her eyes big
and hunted.

It was a strange day in the
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rooming nouse. flora belle sent
for clothes and Ann packed a bag. I

She would never forget that few
minutes with Florabelle in the city
fail. Locked doors, barred win
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"I didn't do it Ann," the girl
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, tara; one was no longer a girl.Her face was ravaged and old.
"But that's what I get for playing
with fire. Keep away from men,
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"They'll find the right one soon.
ciurBDcue. neep nopmg.'I don't know who did It"
Florabelle said through tight lips.

: "I wss tight we were all tight-some- body

put the gun In my
nana

Ann went away, so depressed
xnai sue couia scarcely drag her-
self up the El stairs. The next
day passed with no good word but
ion Tuesday the load was lifted.
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apprehended and Florabelle came
home. She was a chastened wom-
an. When Mrs. Follet asked her
to leave the respectable rooming
house she hadn't a word to say.
Three days later the girls heard
that she had married the postman.
Ann never saw her again,

';. e
trnnLE all this was going on" Ann had been thinking.
Nothing was going to coma her
way unless she forced it to do so.
tier mind darted up and down I .
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