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noticeable when the light shone
across it in a certain way. It had
been enough ol a defect, however,
to banish it from the place of fine
fabrics and Ann had picked it up
for practically nothing at a base-
ment counter. Ignoring the va-

garies of the design, she gloried in
the richness of the material. Her
cheeks grew rosy as she cut and
sewed and fitted the lovely tiling
to her more lovely lines.

"I'm going to be $4 short on my
budget" she thought "but 1 don't
care. Just this once, I don't care."

She made a little slip of ray
It had the sheen ol taffeta. She
bought gold slippers that had once
pinched the toes of a more for-
tunate girt The Italian let her
have them tor $2 as he had no call
for gold slippers with rhinestona
heels. She could have cried over
them because they were so beauti-
ful.

TlfRS. FOLLETS third floor was
A,A in an uproar on the night of
the party. The twins showed Ann
the latest dance steps, Clara of-

fered her array ol
bangles. Florabelle came across
the hall with a black moire eve-

ning wrap. Myrtle stood against
the wall in awed silence.

Ann had washed her own hair
and set the natural wave. It was
toft and lustrous. It hung loosely,
the curls swung when she moved
her head. She had manicured her
own nails and painted them with
shell pink. When she slid the
white and gold dress over her
head and let the folds fall around
the gold slippers, she had her first
taste ol real bliss.

The gown was a masterpiece of
artistry. It was plain Clara
thought It much too plain it had
long, lovely body lines. Ann's
back and shoulders were flawless,
her bare arms would have made
a sculptor sigh with delight Her
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red mouth tremulous wiiu nappi- -
ness.

t Miintf In fha mirror. Ann had
a moment of wistful doubt Was
It to be a Cinderella evening or
another disappointment?

(To Be Continued)

WORLD'S OLDEST TREE
A tree, 34 leet in diameter,

and estimated to be more than
3800 years old, ia said to be
the world's oldest. It is located
in Yosemite National park.
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CHAPTER XVm
A POLICEMAN sauntered part" the bench. He poke cheer-

fully to Ann and PauL They laid,
"Good evening, air." When he
was gone, Ann remarked in a
thrilled tone, "111 have to get a
new dress lor the party."

"Can you manage HT" Paul
asked.

"I will and evening allppert
"How about glassT"
"Too stiff. Aa a child I used to

wonder how Cinderella waa able
' to hobble around in glass ."

She went on, planning
aloud. '1 have two spoon dol-

lars I know where I can get slip- -,

pers lor 12.50 "
"Spoon dollars?"
"I'm buying a set ol sterling sil-

ver spoons. Don't think me silly,
PauL"

"I dont think you silly at all.
Everyone needs an outlet. You'd
be surprised at my pet extrava- -,

gance."
Tell me."

He laughed cmbarrassedly.
"Underwear shorts and shirts-sil- k."

She nodded gravely. 1 know
what you mean. Just knowing
that we have a lew nice things
keeps our souls from rattling
round."

"Right," ha laughed.
They walked home through the

' velvet dark. Ann' declined an oi-

ler of soda at the drug store. "Left
save lor the big night," she said
When Paul left her with a friendly
good night she went happily up the
stairs. No money, but a delight-
ful lew hours had been spentaaa
()N Friday evening of that week

Steve Clay bourne waited In
the foyer again. Ann, with net
arms filled with packages, came
hurrying from the elevator. She
was going straight to the Center.
An evening gown was under con-
struction and her excitement knew
no bounds. She would have passed
Steve without seeing him had he
not hailed her.

"Speak to me," he commanded
"Must I hang around this musty
place for an hour and then be
anubbed?" '

She laughed. Tm sorry. Steve.
My mind was ten miles west."

"Bring It back and put It firmly
on me."

She described an are with her
hand. "Here It comes. Look out.'

utt a i : -- M 1 1 ixiaa oinngri um aueo.
"Not yet"
"Come with me."
"I'm in a dreadful rush, Steve."
"Cant you spare an hour for an

aid friend?"
"Not an hour." She thought a

moment "Tell you what 1 11 do.
til eat a sandwich with you in the
randy kitchen Here."

He grimaced. He argued. They
ended up In a booth in the candy

' kitchen. He ordered chicken sand
wiches and coffee and French pas
try.

' "What's the rush?" he Inquired.
"I'm making a dress."
"Making a dress," he repeated in

an astounded tone. . "I thought
they grew in windows."

"Mine dont"aaa
'THE sandwiches were slapped

down in front of them.- Anns
coffee sloshed over In her saucer
and Steve sent it back. He was
quite lordly with the waiter and
got exactly nowhere with his tac
tics.

"Some dive,"- he muttered.
"Nice food." Ann returned.
"I bad a reason for seeing you

lotugnt, He said. "The Athens
Club is pulling a party next
Wednesday night I'm taking you.
thought you might be Interested."

Steve had been much amused
by his decision to take the little
working girl to the Athens Club
dance. It was his idea of a lark
to appear with a nobody and
put the nobody over. The Athens
parties were attended by a mixed
crowd, stars, lawyers,
filling station service men, busi
ness executives and their clerks,
When Steve received the an
nouncement of the ball, It had oc--.

curred to him that Ann would be
much impressed, that she would
think he was really taking her
somewhere, that she was meeting
society.

"I'm sorry," she said. Tve al
ready accepted an invitation to the
Athens Club party."

Steve suffered a severe shock.
"Look," he said, "you don't have
to lie to me. If you haven't got
the clothes to wear I'll see that you
get tnem."

"Thank you. I buy my own
clothes."

"Say Is this on the level are
you going to the hop?"

"Yes. Will you call the waiter
. and ask for another saucer of

Steve insisted on driving her to
the Center. He promised to keep
well within the law. He offered
to return lor her at any stated
hour. She declined, explaining
that creative zeal might keep her
there indefinitely, that the dawn

might find her still bent over the
sewing machine.

a
CHE went to the sewing room

and instantly forgot Steve.
Making an evening gown, an eve-
ning gown that would pass muster
at the Athens Club party, one that
would make Paul proud, was an
absorbing task. Ann unfolded the
material breathlessly. It was
white, a shimmering gold thread
woven in and out through the
length. At irregular intervals the
pattern showed a slight inclination
to veer off. The delect was only

"This neighborhood's got some pretty tough kids, but any
time you need some help, jus let us know they're all our

pals."
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HORIZONTAL
1 tgnace Jan

, noted
pianist

9 Judicial writ
10 Opposed to

. from.
12 Agglomerates.
13 Father.
IS Measure ol

print
18 Component
19 Portugal
20 Fissure veins.
21 Back.
23 Recipient .4
24 Flag. d
28Domestle t

slaves.
30 Light brown.
31 Caoutchouc.
32 Stretched
. tight
34 Hackneyed.
SSIdant
38 Butter lump.
40 Adam's mate.
41 Indian

'
mulberry.

BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES

42 Unit ol work.
44 Explosive

shell.
47 Period ol

time.
48 To scoff.
50 Imbecile.
51 Gibbons.
52 Frees from

dirt
S4 Food plant
58 His native

land.
57 He is also a

distinguished
, or

writer ol
music.
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