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CHAPTER XIII
NN heaitated. There was a dif-
ference between going on a
party and golng to a party. When
she hesitated, Florabelle sald,
“And you too, Clara"

“Oh, Florabelle,” Clara breathed
excitedly, “That's swell-=almply
awell, Jsn't it, Ann?"

“I'd like 1o go to a party,” Ann
ndmitted. “What—what kind of a
party iw it?"

“Oh," Florabelle continued care-
lessly, “we'll have dinner some-
where—and dance.”

Clara's eyes sparkled. “Will we
meet swell fellows?™ She had a
definite idea of swell fellows, They
worked in offices behind big ma-
hogany desks, they spent thelr
evenings in night clubs, She had
seen them In the movies.

*The best families in town will
be ted,” Florabelle ns-
sured ﬁer with a litlle grimace.

*“Oh, gee," Clara sighed. “What'll
1 wear?™

“Well, don't try to be dressy.
Wear street clothes. The smartest
girls in Chicago never dress."

Clara ran to the closet and
brought forth an atroclous taffeta
frock, It was cerlse, trimmed with
cream lace. “Will this be all
right?” she asked excitedly.

“It'1l do." As she left the room,
Florabelle said, “You're the ime

t one, Ann, The party is be-

g given In your honor."

honor?™

*Sure, Jake Bontel was in the
taxi the other night. He saw you
and me to bring you
*round."

*“Will there be a man for Clara?™

Florabelle nodded. “Three men
will be there, Clancy Horton—he's
mine and don't you forget it for
8 minute—Jake Bontel and Steve
Claybourne, Steve goes with the
North Side crowd. Occasionally
be likes to meet the other half,”

Ann was a little dubjous aboul
the affair. She had the feeling
that Florabelle was railrcading
her into something. On the othe:
hand, she was eager for galety
Dinner and dancing—It sounded
delightful.

Florabelle took her acceptance
For granted. “Just wait till Steve
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dressing in the apartment the
next evening. Ann wore the new
blue dress and little pancake hat
Her hair was like gold, vivid colo:

burned in her cheeks, her oyes
were mysteriously dark. Flora-
belle’s gown was black, slesk and
plain, At her throat she wore an
Immense
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to an elevelor and they shot upe
ward, Ann's doubls increasing
with every floor.

"Why should we go to Mr, Hor-
ton's apartment?” ghe asked, “Why
don't we meet them where we are
to have dinner?"

Florabelle lost patience. “Look,”
ehe sald firmly. “Are you plan-
ning to have a good time or are
you going fo put on en act at
svery turn? Who s throwing this
party, anyway?"

Ann felt properly squelched, *1
Just wondered,” she gaid lamely,

"Well, stop wondering. Take
things as they come, I go to parties
like this about five times a week
and I'm none jhe worse for them.”

L

SHI knocked on a closed door

and it pwung open. A large,

man with several chins and

8 bulging waistline beamned out
at them,

“Three little gifts from heaven,”
he proclaimed loudly,

*This iz Clancy,” Florabelle
sald, “Ann and Clara”

“Howdy, Ann and Clara. Come
fn. The two male earth beings be-
hind me are Jake and Steve, Step
up, boys, and do your manners.”

Ann knew right then that her
doublts had been well founded, She

evening's entertainment. A kitch-
en, brillianlly lighted, opened off
the main room. From where Ann
rtood, she could see down a hall
from which opened bedrooms and

bath,
Joke took her hand, “It's plain
that you need a little drink,” he

suld thickly, with your old

pal, Jake.” He 0 a con-

mole table which had been turned

Into a bar, It was loaded with
glasses,

dinner.” Anything to
away.
“That's the surprise, he told

r with aly heaviness. “We're
dinner ;i'lht here, You like

bottles and .

nﬁ? sald, “I thought we were
ng out to i

ot
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ngo.
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Jake had gone behind the ime-
provised "What'll it Dbe,
m?n

Ann was at a loss. Evidently
this was what was meant by “be-
ing on a party.,” She had never
tasted intoxicating liquor, her
father had seen to thal. Inexpe-
rlenced as she was, she knew that
It was up to her to bluff. She
couldn't “put on an act" as Flora=-
belle had said.

“Mix up something you think
'l like,” she said indifferently,

- L I
Y this time Clara was sipping
a long drink. She was dolng
rder best to be casual about it, imi-
ting Florabelle’s every move.
le Jake hilariously mixed the
drinks Steve crossed the room to |
Ann, He was an exceptionally
good-looking young man, well
groomed and nice mannered. He
was a little less Intoxicated than
his two friends,

*“T've never had the pleasure of
meeting you," he rald.

“Perhaps you've never gone
tlumming in the right places," she
returned coolly., Ann was angry,
more angry at herself than at the
three men.

Why had she come? Why had
the let herself in for something
she might not be able to handle?
What was the fun in a gathering
like this? Where was the excuse
for it?

“Pert little devil, aren't you?!™
Steve remarked.
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