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CHAPTER XIT
PAUL ealied for Ann at 7. He
Jooked exiremely well dressed
for a siock man at the 10-cent
store, There wans a definite air
about him. His manner of greats
ing Ann and acknowledging her
Introduction to Neddy and Teddy
was poised and self-confident, The
twins immediately turned on thelr
charms. Clara was arch and coy.
The avalanche of atlention left
Paul unruffled.

Leaving the apartment, they mot
Florabelle, Dressed entirely In
black, she gave the Impression of
smart sophistication. Ann pre-
sented Paul to her and her dis-

dalnful eyes changed miraculous-
. A3 they went together down
stairs, she made o few throaty

human psychology, that's how he
made what he laughingly ealled
his living.”

“A professor?™

“Perish the thought, He was a
gambler and a gambler must know
how to outsmart the other fellow,
He taught me French and a little
music. I know how to dance and
gkate and ride and sld, I also play
an elegant game of poker.,” She
laughed at her sccomplishments

*"You're a strange girl" Not
once did he take his eves from
her vividly lovely face. When she
sald nothing, he continued. “Can
we be friends, Ann?"

*1 think so. I need friends.”

“Without sentiment?™

“I'm no more anxious to lose my
head, and at the zame time my
perspective, than you are she
told him.

“I' be honest with you™ he
sald. "Marriage is not my goal, It
may work into my scheme some-
time, but not mow., I'm smart
enough to know that people can
fall in love and, for that reason,
I've shied clear of girls. T've got
to get somewhere in this old world
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the theater, The pleture was
clever and humorous. Afterward,
they sat for an hour in a booth at
the drug store. It took that long
to really get lcqulinled.
L -
PAUL began the conversation by
saying, “Tell me about you,
Ann. You're gll{iem\t.mﬁow do
happen to ving in a room-
ﬁhﬂm with Clara and What's«
Her-Name and the two jittere

bugs?"

“Where shall I begin?™ Ann
asked, enchanted with the pleas-
gtnmo!dtuuinaboomwim

ul Hayden,
“Begin  just anywhers—work
and back.”
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looked down, describing
ftle elrcles on the table with a
sttaw. In a little rush she con-
“T guess the loneliness
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“Wam't It craxy?" She sobered.
L'!'ml weren't very nice to me."”

i *T should have known that you
wreren't the regular run—"

*And you had to be cautious—"

*That's about what it amounts
to. Homestly, Ann, in spite of your
eonvictions (o the contrary I'm
not conceiled. Heaven knows I'm
nothing 1o look at and Heaven also
Imows that I have nothing to offer
a girl” He pounded the table
pofily with his fist. “I don't know
what's the matter with the girls
In this town.™

“You sald it the other night
They want to get married.™

“That's it—and they don't care
what they marry. What's the big
idea? Have you been able to fig-
ure it out?"

*Not exactly. I tried to sound
Clara out Ilast night. It's some-
thing like this, The girls we know,
the 10-cent gtore and bargain
basement and elevator girls, the
cashlers and waltresses, all those

“Always," she answered.
- L ] -

ANN’ gradually made changes in

Clara’s apartment. She sug-
pested that the artificial flowers
be put away safely for another
winter, she rearranged the kitchen
and made slip covers for the old
chairs. Little by Httle, it became
» room of shabby charm. Ann's
appetite returned, the miserable
dream was a thing of the past, as
was the loneliness.

It was Friday night of the sec-
ond week zince Ann had moved in
with Clara that Florabelle swayed
neross the hall. Florabelle never |
peemed to walk, She glided or un-
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when I was born for my college
education. No one knows what he
and Mother went without to keep
the policy golng. He's n carpenter,
my dad, and work has been scarce
for many a year. I graduated on
the last $10 bill. I got a job as
stock man in the 10-cent store.
After a while I'll be in charge of
the stock room at $20 or $22—
eventually I may get on the floor
~—buyer—what else {s there for
me fo do?

“With a college education—"
she began.

“Ann, college graduates are All-
Ing gas tanks—it's ns cammon to
have a diploma as it is to have
your tonsils out. I may just as
well discount my larnin’” He
latighed on a note of bitterness.

“T don't fesl that way,” she
krgued, “I think everything we
know {5 just so much 1o the good,
My education was sketchy enough,
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IS UNDER THE HOCD....
NOW YoU JUST HOLD oM
AND ILL SHOW Yyou!
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