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. CHAPTER XV
ARIE LA PORTE was iIn a
' reckless mood. It showed in
the bright flush of her checks, the
“shining stare of her dark eyes and
her excited talk, The newspaper
reference to Dan Donovan's en-
gagement to Lynda Martin hac
+ hurt more than she thought pos-
* sible. Her one thonght was tc
conceal it

*Oh, Tommy, did you ewer see
anything so darzling?” she ex-
cllimed'n they got off the bus ol
Times Square. "Look at Broad-
‘f.,."

It was ms if ® magician had
veiled m drab scene In m shower
of gleaming diamonds, The in-
sistent clamor of automobile horns,
the shuffle of a million feet and
the hum 6f human voices lost their
trritating qual ¥y and became pari
of an Arabian Nights spectacle.

“Not bad™ Tommy took Marie
by the arm and pushed through
the crowds. “Here is Diamond
Jim's. Like to have a drink?"

All eyes focused on the two a
he ordered. Tommy showed hi
love in every possessive gesture
On the other hand, those watching
could mot quite make up theh
minds about Marie. While sht

+ offered ample inspiration for ro-
. mance, whether or not it was witt
the boy at ber side, purzled them
* In turn, Marie wondered abou
the people around her, Sha hac
often heard of this place, bw
nothing had prepared her for thi
hodge-; of human being
swarming in and out. It was half-
way hoyse at the crossroads of the
world. e drinks and food wert
cheap enough to make it popula
with an unimaginable sort o
people

actor, easily distinguisha '

peeudo-English accent. At the ent

zﬂtht bar lounged half a dozer
ors,

Nearer were sleek and prosper-
ous ward boss types, while at aislt
tables sat obvious tourists, talking
loudly and laughing. A nun, he:

*Why 1 though
ting a kick out of this pla
you wanna eat here?™

*No. I'm not hungry.”
“What's the matier? "Trald of

s

but many trucks. He was ruthlesm
ind determined enough, in an in-
articulate way, to get ahead. He

————
Once aboard the Molly she fell

worried about you."

Bat ecouldn't speak except fto
my, "Marie, my baby."

Leaving out all reference fto
Dan, Marie told them of her day.
Bat scowled at mention of Tommy
but kept quiet when Mrs, La
Porte held up m restraining hand.
Nelther she nor Bat sald anything
about Dan or Mike Donovan, but
Bat had a thoughtful expression
sn his face later that evening.

“I guess I'll take a walk up and
jown the pier," he told them, “be-
tore I tum in"

Ll - -

ONCE In bed, Marie fell Into an
exhausied sleep. Onoe or twice
furing the night, she stirred un-
msily as the barge rocked. Vague-
Iy she wondered why it rocked.
When she awoke in the morning
ihe thought she saw trees through
e window.

“1 must be dreaming” she said

w herself, and got up to look out.
There was water all around the
oarge. The Molly was in the
middle of the Hudson river.
Marie recognized the Poughkeep-
de bridge.

“Mama,"” she cried, running out
nto the main cabin, “what has
asppened?”

Her mother, already dressed,
waa getting breakfast.

“We're going to Three Rivers,”
the said. “Your father felt you
wouldn’t be safe until he got you
asway from New York."

Marie was furious, “What about
oy job?"

Her first thought, however, had
»wen of Dan and not her work at
Varnet’s. Still in her nighigown
the flew up to the deck. Bat was
n the stern, keeping an eye on
he towline that connected the
Wolly with the tugboat. He didn't

wme his daughter dart swiftly over !

Who ‘Jailed’

in her home by a jealous hus-

band who didn't want other men

to look mt her. Mrs. Lols Wag-

ner, 22, was granted a divorce

on grounds of cruelty by Chi-
cago judge.
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Hl)n! right, Marie had boarded
the train he missed. Har one

thought now was to escape Tommy 4 )
and be with her father and EB-

mother, and yet she feared to re-
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