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OUR BOARDING HOUSE With MAJOR HOOPLE

come - was over, He Intended
keeping his bargain. She could
hava her freedom. She could be
Vincent's wife,
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l CHAPTER XXI
Mm remained in the hospital
& week longer.

In that week, Vincent was at
ber bedside almost continuously.
His flowers made a florist's shop

of her room. Awalting her in the
l morning on her breakfast tray

were notes from him—amusing
| and endearing.

They'd reached an agreement at
iast. They would forget the last
tow weeks of their lives since the
Moravin disaster and start all
over. As soon as it could be ar-
ranged, her marriage to Glibert
would be annulled and she and
Vincent would return to America.

It Mary would awake sometimes
at night and remember Gilbert's
kind gray eyes and the boyish,
unruly red hair, ahe'd brush the
thought aside. 1f ghe would pause
sometimes in looking at Vincent
to wonder if Carla's lipa had
fiamed to his, she would shut out
£ the plcture,

“There could never ba anyone

b -
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: but you," Vincent would tell her,
! his 0ld assurance returning.
t “Smitten—that's me. Crazy, goofy,
¢ simply hepped.”
That stolid British nurse, Miss
Babeock, sometimes made Mary
nervous by her silent disapproval

*Moravia Sinking Reopened.”

Bo!
in London.”-

For a minute, Mary thought of
JAnna—so beautiful and ethereal
in the flame red dress on the night
the Moravia went down. Then
she hrol.;nha all wm ex-
cept coming g st
Seotland Yard, She'd
Miss Babeock she'd 1ell all she
knew. Was there, after all, so
mueh to tell? The young man on
board who'd followed her, Carls

Marchetta’s friend. The sight of
the periscope In the water before
the final crash,

Mary was flushed and breath.

P fless when she resched her rooms.
3 *“Oh, hello, sorry 1o starile you."

3 A commanding figure in well-
I tallored unHorm rose from the
! chalr. Gilbert Lenox!

z Mary ihrew her hands to her

y face. “Oh, Gilbert!"

: s ey sariog o e
5 s away, at the new-

§ found loveliness,

44 “Jove, you're stunningl I knew

i must have been beautiful, but
'd no {dea it would he like this”

He was studying her face, his
eyes hungry, “Look at me!"

Mary's dark lashes swept up.
Sha felt the pulse in her throat
beating wildly, “Do sou know
now?" she whispered,

Gllbert drew back, his hands
thrust into his pockels as if he
were keeping them purposely
clenched. “Once you tried to tell
me something in the hospital” he
began solwly. “I couldn't under-
atand It then. Now I know what
you meant. You're the girl In the

ruh:izmt.—ynu‘n the girl from

home.” |
: "Yes—I'wn that . I'm mnot

e

‘P"_:..q._:g-;m'm

you. Md:aamtmtd never
explaln {t, and Anna Winters
were mixed up In my mind.
Something about you was the

same. So I didn't marry a girl
namod Anna Winters—I ma

by g

Your
everything is

happened so quickly—reading 1
was dead—knowing I had Anna
Winter's things, her passport, And
I had to stay In London. It was
my only chance to be near Vin-
cent Gregg, the man I'm going to
marry.”
LI ]

ARY gasped, as she realized
what she had said. Why had
she blurted it out? She might
have spared Gilbert some of tho
hurt. But Gilbert must have ex-
pected this, He had known there
‘was someone else, Lenox took the
blow smiling,
*Of course,” he said at length,
but all the eagerness had gone out
of his volce and eves. “I'd forgot-
ten for a minute, It's all right,
though. 1 knew all along you
wera in love with Vincent. You
can have your freedom whenever
you like”
Mary whispered, *"Thanks"”
:im“.d because she felt no ela-
on.
Gilbert turned and began to allp
Into his officer's overcoat, Mary
came close to him, touching the
braid timidly, “Are you leaving
o soon? I thought perhaps you'd
come home to stay. I—it would
be nice If T could talk to you
l.nia._'h thank you for every-

Gilbert Lenox was brusque as
he answered. "“No, I'm here only
for a few days, Came back to su-
pervise the preparation of some
serum for gunshot wound
cases. It's being made up in our
London hospital laboratory. I'll be
at the hospital while I'm here so
you may keep these rooms until
you've made your own plans.”
Mary Carroll should have been
relieved that he was going—glad

TABLES TURNED
=—Cecil' Bealon, English phke-
tographer for whom other faces
are his fortune, is himself pic-
tyred as an “ugly sister eating
sapsage” in a Brilish-designed
pantomime. Beaton speclalizes in
pletures of beautiful women.,

now that this scene, which had to
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“Well, you mighttsay I select my own clothes. Fan lets me
go with her when she Luys a new dress an' I wear it the
next year, made over."
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