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CHAPTER XIX
MM? CARROLL woke In »
soft while bed,

Why dld her face feel like hard-
baked ginger bread® Why could
sha see only through little slits of
sUM frosting?

Then she remembered. Dr.
©'Connell had operated to and the
paralysia from the blow she had
suffered on the Moravis. Had the
operation been wsuccessful? Was
sha Mary Carrell agaln?

Through the slits in the adhesive
tape, cut for her eyes, she could
seo a white figure at her side.
A private nurse,, who introduced
hersell a3 Miss Babeock.

MWhat time s 147" Mary wanted
to know.

“Five o'cloclk. You've had = long
sleep,” Miss Babcock answered.

Mary tried to move,

MYou mustn't do that,” the nurse
cautioned. ‘"You must lis perfect-
Ir still." She held Mary's head in
her hands to prevent further
movement and Mary drifted back
into & new world.

It was Parls and spring and
there was no war. Only a “war
of narves™ and the stout-hearted
did not worry, There was a party
at a count's villa at Passy, Mary

Mary had been given care that
could not have been surpassed for
members of the Royal Family.
His wife—but only In name. These
thoughtful suggestions, these com=
forts and kindnesses, all because
of Gilbert.

*I wish Mra. Tully could see ma
now."” Mary smiled as she recalled
the occupant of the next ward bed
when the victims of the Moravia's
torpedoing had been nursed back
to health,

. a .
W‘[‘HL\BI bandages come off
tomorrow,” Dr. O'Connell
bustied Into her room one after-
noon.

“Can you tell me anything about
the results, Doctor?™" Mary could
not hold back the question. It
was po Important for her to know
if the operation would be success-
ful. It meant everything to her—
the difference between sunshine
and fresh air and the stifled exist-
ence of an eternal blackout.

Dr, O'Connell shook his thatch
of iron gray hair,

“Tomorrow will tell that,” he
sald,
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Tln: next morning was unbe-

lievably long. The hours
dragged until noon was announced
from a hundred steeples. A brief
aleep shortened the afterncon, but
it was growing dark when Mary
heard Dr. O'Connell's step at her

Svon she would know. But did
she really want to know? What
if she should always remain Anna
Wintera? Had Mary Carroll really
died on the Moravia? She wished

a nurse sigh, Dp. O'Connell
whistled softly, Someono handed
her a mirror.

(To Be Contlnued)
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