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and unsteadily toward his room.
"You won't disturb me, unless It's
absolutely necessary, will youl"
Alston asked, over his shoulder.

"No you can sleep as long ss
you want to."

Alston disappeared and as the
door closed behind him, Dawson
threw open the door to Helen Ben-

thorne's room.
(To Be Continued) .
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TO BEST

had said he would find it under
the mattress in Mrs. Benthorne's
room. Did the girl know it was
there? Dawson doubted if she had
placed it there herself, but she
might have discovered It in that
short interval before Joey was
killed.

a a

A MOMENT later Dawson topped
the front stairway. Alston

was just entering Mrs. Benthorne's
room as Dawson's shout stopped
him.

"Hold on, there, Mr. Alston.
Dont go into that room!"

The old man turned, his hand
still on the doorknob. There was
a puzzled expression on his face.

"I was just returning this to
Helen's closet," he explained, ex-

tending a wire hangar toward
Dawson. "She let me have it to
dry my coat last night or rather,
this morning."

"That can wait Dnwson said
shortly. "I want to take another
look around your daughter's
room." The old man's figure still
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Dswson began and then he
remembered. In Benthome'i note

"The Week cat that ran across

the driveway tonight" "You may
have aomethlng, Flynn. Go on."

"He's a huge, yellow-eye- d devil.

Captain. And black as the inside
of a well at midnight Like some
witch's cat I was looking around

the garage when I heard him

yowling, faint-lik- e. I had to hunt
while before I found him. Those

garages have rooms over them,

probably for the chauffeur, but
they haven't been used. This cat
was way back in the last one. barred the doorway. From the
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M b IMyBy illpocket of his coat, he drew a
small, white box. .

Alston lifted two white tablets
from the box, balanced them in
his hand for Dawson to see. "Two
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locked in a closer.
"When I opened the door, he

was backed over in a corner, bis
yellow eyes flashing. When the
light hit him he started spitting
and yowling. I left him there-ri- ght

where I found him. rve been
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"With those two and the others
you've already taken, you should
sleep a week," Dawson remarked.

"I guess I'm becoming inured
to them.- - Alston laughed tone- -
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lessly. A"But your heart- - Aren't you
afraid they'll have some bad
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"Okay. . . . Okay. ... Get out
to mat garage, bide In one of the
ears, and see who tries to get up
to that eat" Dawson returned to
Arm and Douglas.

TI1 have to put these on you,"
be said, snapping a handcuff over

the girl's wrist and another on

Douglas. "They aren't so com-

fortable but I want you to stay
together. The house is surrounded,
so dont try to get out ... Where

art; Sirs. Benthorne and her fa-

ther?"
Flynn stopped at the door. "In

the living room with Krone," he

"They are really perfectly
harmless, Captain Dawson. But if

are concerned, Til let you keepKu box for me. Then I won't be
tempted." Alston handed the box
to Dawson, then walked slowly

Fay Wray, motion picture actress,
won a divorce from John Monk
Saunders, film writer, when she told
a Los Angeles Court that marriage
was "too restricting," according to
her husband, and that he frequently

had asked her for his freedom.
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"Tell Krone to let them go,
without their knowing it. I want
them to have plenty of freedom."
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A LOMX once more Dawson paced

' the floor trying to fit the ISSSf M ISISpieces of the puzzle together.
Starting from the beginning, he
tried to work in all the informa-
tion be had gathered into a single,
logical argument.

Both Joey and Douglaa bad
agreed open one point: that Ben

thorne bad recognized his mur-

derer. Both had said they heard
Benthorne say "TOUT Just before
be was killed.

8Y BLOSSERFRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDSIt was unlikely that both of
them would have told the same
story unless ft actually had hap-

pened. There was little chance of
their getting together to compare
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! Of the five he had named in his
note, mere was only one whom
Benthorne had never met John
iDonglas. Still, Douglas might
piave been lying about not being

bla to get to see Benthorne. But
lit he had met him once, why
Should he take such a desperate
lenanee to confront the man again?
' inai len eenuiorne s wiie, Al

"Last summer I decided I wouldn't b'lieve in Santa Claus
any more. But I guess Christmas has got me feelin' kinda

sentimental again."
ston. Joer and the ffirL Too bad
khe girl knew about the cat, but
K coolant be Helped, now.
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I Dawson returned to the desk, to
Klanea again at the note Flynn
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(with a M caliber bullet," the X THOU4HT Wrrw TW USIGHBOCS AtREAtW

IT MI4HT TWHIlCM' VOUHB CHAIV- - HVkT40T TOO WTSHT OU OSTIIWAnswer to Previous Puzzle 18 Thepatrolman had written. "Markings . SCARff MR SMOKES WT W THEYBUT MARRIED. I VgAS OOMVIA LET

IVtinatl DOUT BE AtABMEP,
I IHCfrf 1 ITS JUCT
I PL. y AU OLD SKSLETOM X t "

1JT f S0U6KT Of P A HORey' tocToa ones who

indicate possibility of ordinary re I l monument ' KlUkfO OUT ABOUT TMraflUrtT TW UED TMUK I WA-- ORT O
volver." a hick' a BLUEBEARD. AviD THemay be

ascended
an .

by rr coin' Iskelitou omso imMZatdNI ti-i- , IMIAIUIJoey bad warned him not to for-fc- et

ballistics. If he could only
find that gun. Joey had carried a
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might own a little, light .32. She

' might even carry it in her purse.
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32 Pastry.
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20 To slash.
21 Level surface. 37 Per. ''

22 Trust. 38 In behalf of.
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25 Form of "be." 40 Druggist
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27 Slovak, 48 Violently.
28 Point 48 Winged.
28 North 49 Auto.
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Benthorne's note had mentioned

other warnings. Dawson pulled
the paper from his wallet, studied

VERTICAL
1 Grief.
2 Audibly.
3 Dispatched.
4 To hasten.
5 Within.
8 Festival.
7 Examination.
8 Native metaL
9 Negative.
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44 Short article.
That could have been any one of
them, probably Douglas. "The
black cat that ran across the
slriveway tonight Third light on

use a thing is 52 Taro paste. 10 Even though. , 45 Correspond- -
done. 53 It is a tall

a match."
u extols. ence.
12 Person 47 Crowd,

opposed. 49 Piece of coal.
13 Musical note. 51 Postscript
18 Translation. 52 Pair.

32 To fasten.
33 Craw.
34 Court
33 Reproaches.

Mil VpMI- -mmshaft or
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54 It is made of
white

Helen Benthorne's words to Joey
and to himself just before Joey
was killed echoed in his ears.
. . . "That's three on a match.

mmI hope you aren't superstitious."aaa
1a DARK figure passed the door-wa- r.
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Dawson glanced up Just in time
to recognize Alston's tall form and
white hair. Probably going back
to his room again to resume his
Krequently interrupted sleep. So

20 ALLEY OOP BY V. T. HAMLIN
eld, so tired. FT IP I Jj Dawson found himself wonder.
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Brig why the old man had not
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shown more pleasure over regain-
ing control of Alston Motors. Ben--
wiorne's death had accomplishedthat But Alston's only apparent
concern was for sleep. He seemedto long for the peace that only
sleep could bring him.

No need to worry about Alston.
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i as went xo tne garage, Flynnwould be sure to see him. He
might know something about thecat at that

Dawson resumed his mental
nalysis. The gun! There was
he clew to the whole thing. Ara


