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tbove. I would have heard any-
one who went by the study door."

"So you haven't been out of the
shalr, huh? Just sitting' around
waiting for things to happen."
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Dawson's voice turned danger-
ously soft "Then how do you ex-

plain that damp 'mud on your MISPLACEDDID TH6Vuntil he went to sleep . . . Mrs.
Benthorne asked me to."
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CHAPTER XVII
automatic flashed

DAWSON'S as ha leaped over
Jnev's body and ran up the stairs
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reapect and admiration lor tier.
Representative Joe Starnea (Rep.,
Ala.).theme's partner speculatively, and

his glance let re oe Known mat
there was much left unsaid. "You
had to be, to miss a revolver shot
not 20 feet from your door." Hetwo at a time.n went on to Helen eenmorne. vun
you, Mrs. Benthorne?"

(IT HAD aone to Jameson's ouar- -
ters to use the telephone

there."
Thim r other telephones

more convenient "

"Yes, Captain. But with so
many people in the house, I pre-
ferred using Jameson's. It is on a

"Krone!" he thoutea aa ne ran.
The door of Mrs. Benthorne'a

room opened aa he reached the
upper hallway, and Ara peered
out She had taken off her dress
and shoes and apparently had
been asleep or almost so when
the shot was fired.

"Wh-wh- at happened?" she asked
hesitatingly.

"Get dressed! Get downstairs!"
Dawson roared, and ran on to
crash Into Alston's room. The old
man lay en the bed, as before,
sound asleep. Dawson shook Al-

ston. "Wake up! Wake up, man!
Alston stured and Dawson shook
him again. "Damn sleeping pills.
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line separate from Mr.
It is also possible to cut

off the upstair extensions from
Jameson's room "
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"I was there about five minutes.
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I had talked to Jameson and the
cook in the kitchen. I left him BY FRED HARMANRED RYDER
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Ihere."
"Could you have made it with-

out being seen by either the cook
or Jameson, 'from the butler's
quarters to the rear stairway?"

Mrs. Benthorne eyed him icily.
"I don't know just what you mean.
Captain. I suppose, as you sug-
gest that I could have sneaked
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He slapped trie oia man mum
across the cheek.

Alston's eyes opened, slowly.
"Get up, get downstairs, at once!"
Alston looked up blinking, as con-

sciousness slowly returned. "You
heard me, get out of there!" And
Dawson hurried from the room,
turning toward the back stairs.

He collided with Helen Ben-thor-

running up the steps, at
the landing. He grabbed her arms
and together they struggled to

keep from falling headlong. She
screamed and Dawson muttered a
few choice observations on women

running without looking where

they were going.
"What What's the matter?"

Helen Benthorne panted after she
had regained her balance. His

face was flushed and she gasped

install without being seen. But

-

t could hardly have run back
down, then up again, as I was do-

ing when we collided, without
arousing some attention. That's
silly!"

"Mnt !1W b wrti (marine.

PARTY PUNDIT Be-
hind a typewriter sits Charlie
Michelson. Democrats' veteran
publicity man now mapping his
slratcry for 1940, which he'll

fight out "on the record."

. . . Now, Douglas, where were
you?"

"Right In the study, where you
left me. Haven't moved out of
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.Sis: "Let's try this store's Santa Claus. The one down the street
forgot half the things I asked him for last year."
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to see you and Douglas and all
the rest Will you come with me,
please?"

"My father he's an right?"v "He's been asleep," Dawson re-

assured her. "Come, now, let's get
back to the front halL"

"Captain, what Is the matter?"
But Dawson ignored the question.

When he reached di Toiio's
body, he found Krone standing
near. "Just like Benthorne, Cap-
tain. A well placed shot In the
center of the forehead," Krone
explained. "He was dead when he
hit the floor."

"Get the coroner's office and

tell someone to come back," Daw-is- on

ordered. "Where'n hell Is
iFlynn? Did be think I wanted
him to take a vacation?" The cap-
tain looked up. Douglas was
framed in the door of the study.
Mrs. Benthorne was standing
nearby, terrified and

.
ARA, dressed again, and looking

a little more refreshed, was
coming down 'the stairs. Alston
followed her a moment later. All
of them were staring, with vary-
ing expressions of fear and be-

wilderment at the body of di
Forio, stretched across the arch-
way opening into the living room.
Joey's sightless eyes were fixed
on eternity above the ceiling; his
mouth half open, as if he were
bring to complete his unfinished
story.

"There's been another killing,
right under our noses," Dawson
began, as his eyes searched first
one then another of the group.
"Di Torio was giving me some im-

portant information. Someone,
here in this house, was afraid that
he would say, too much. That
person silenced him.

"I believe the shot was fired
from upstairs from the top of the
steps but it is equally possible
that it was fired by someone
standing here in the lower hall,
someone who jumped out of sight
before I could get out of the liv-
ing room. You'll all have to give
an account of where you've been
for the last 10 minutes . . . Miss
Johnson!" Dawson barked out his
words. The suave, .. sympathetic
criminologist had given way to a
bard, relentless police officer deal-
ing with a cool, calculating group,
one of whom he knew to be a
desperate killer.

"I was resting, as you suggested,
In Mrs. Benthorne'a room. I guesst was almost asleep ... I jumped
up when I heard the shot it
seemed to be very close then I
heard you shouting and running
bp the stairs . . ."

"Would you have had time to
get from the head of the stairs to
Mrs. Benthorne'a room before I
started up? What I mean is, was
there a sufficient interval between
the shot and the instant I topped
the stairs, for you to have made it
back to the room?"

Ara stared at Dawson in won-4e- r.

Did he think he was going
to trap her? "If you're trying to
make me admit I shot Mr. di
Torio " she began.
; "Answer the question! Would
rou have had time to get from
the head of the stairs back to the
room?"

"Why why. yes. I suppose so."
"Good!" Dawson's searching

gaze focused on Alston. "I sup-
pose you slept through it all, Mr.
Alston!" Dawson said sarcas-
tically.. "You probably wouldn't

have heard the gun if It had been
shot under your pillow!"

The older man smiled, a bit
wanly, almost condescendingly.
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HORIZONTAL
1,5 Miser

sovereign of
a Greek myth.

10 Everything he
touched
changed to

14 Smell.
15 Apart
18 Armadillo.
17 Epoch.
18 Buzzard.
19 Upright shaft.
20 Wound

dressing.
22 Spelling book.
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12 After delay.
13 Doctor.
20 He was mad

normal by
in a

river.
21 Apish actions.
23 Exalting.
24 Slackened,
27 Ozone.
28 In behalf of.
29 Writing teoL
31 Brink.
32 School of '

whales.
33 Silkworm.
37 Professed A

opinions.-- . &4

41ToextoL
42 12 rods.
43 Coins.
44 Senior.
45 Verbal

termination.
46 Pointed ends.
47 Seaweed.
48 Type of plum.
49 Pitcher.
52 Kimono girdle
54 Toward.
56 To fare.
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51 To corrode.
S3 Legal rule.
84 Even his

food to
gold.

55 He to
have his .

normal touch
returned.

57 Pieces of
poetry.

58 Boats.
59 Pertaining to

air.

r1

VERTICAL
1 Measure.
2 Thought.
3 Giantess of

fate.
4 Hundredth of

a right angle.
5 Grublike

larva.
6 Small island.
7 Pattern block,
8 Says further.
9 To percolate.

10 Bile.
11 Gem.
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25 Italian river.
26 Cam lever.
30 African plant
34 One that

hires.
35 Hair

ornament
36 Satiric.
38 To commingle
39 Noun ending.
40 Spectacles.
45 Betrothed.
50 High card.
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OLD BOY.'!

; "To tell the truth, Captain, I
Didn't hear the shot This whole
affair has exhausted me. I've
taken three sleeping tablets "

"That's right Captain," Krone
broke In. "I gave him the last
one not more than IS minutes

m ago. And I stayed. there with Jlim


