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CHAPTER V
“I AM not sccusing anyone of
Amold Benthorne's murder—
& c-ghl.n Dawson sald, “The
m that you once captained a
m tenm does not make you a
, 1 could have found out
the records anyway, but 1
prefer to have you tell me."
Helen Benthorne sobbed into the
back of her chalr, “Oh—I can't—
1 can't stand any more!"
Gently, Dawson lifted her to her
feot, *1 know, I know,” he said
. “You may go upstairs
now, try to get some rest." He led
her to the doorwony, beckoned to
Krone, standing st the end of the
hall, “Take Mrs. Benthorne to her
nd send that butler, Jame-

In what you read In the papers,”
Alston laughed, without mirth,
“How much does it mean to you
lo have Benthorne dead?” Dawson
fired a shot in the dark. Alston's
dden start told him he had scored
n hit. Alston's wearied calm re-
lurned almost immediately.

“You might as well know, Cap-
laln,” he sald slowly. *It will
come out with the probating of
the will, Upon my death full con=
trol—my shares—of Alston Mo=
lors were to go 1o Arnold, His—
his death returns his holdings to
me. Wo had arranged it that way
for Helen—and any children she
might have, No outsider will ever
pwn Alston Motors,”

- - -
HE slamming of the front door
interrupted him., Angry volces
rose from the outer hall Then
Flynn pushed open the study door.

“Here's Torlo, Captain,” he an=
nounced. “Says he's got an alibl,
Better mako it good, Joey!" And
he shoved the angry, glowering
night club proprietor through the
doorway,

(To Be Continued)

Charging that a democracy “hns
no business having colonies”
Dr, Ermnest H. Gruening, newly
appointed governor of Alaska,

Secrstary of Interlor Harold| urges that American territories
Ickes has been Invited to Join| be prepared for political equality
the Grouch Club of Amerlea be- with states.
cause of his recent book, eritl-
cizing the American press. May-

The main question before us as
|a natlon is not “Can we keep
out of war, and how?" hut "How

be Mr. Ickes wasn't really mad
about 1t—just hurt.

prne was expecting him—
tBad asked me to be sure he
In the back way all right, He—
' " Ahtm-—meﬁﬂ guite upset,
1 may say ®o, sir
“You may. What did Alston
“T“
“He started up the back stalrway
—It's closer to Mrs, Benthorne's
rooms—and told me to go to bed.
. « + And he told me not to tell
Mr. Benthorne that he—Mr, Al-
ston—waa in the house
“And then what did you do™

chauffeur, was there, We'd been
having & few drinks. Daniels will
tell you—" i
“How about that front door?"
Dawson turned on the man. *T
ordered that front door left un-
locked. But when Fiynn and
Krone tried to get in—"
“Habit, sir, babit,” Jameson
[ “I've been locking up
Mr. Benthorne’s house for years,
sir, every night at 10. Tonight 1
made my usual rounds and stopped
at Mr. Benthorne's study to say
mood night to him, To tell the
sir, I forgot sll dbout your
for the front
“Mr. Benthorne ed’ to be
expecting someone, sir. He told
to unlock the side entrance—"'

“Many
Mr. Benthorne's visitors used
this ml:rlnoe.:
LI

§¢ A BOUT how long, Mr. Alston,
‘were you in the bouss before
mﬂl;:u& the d:ott"ﬂ

¥ more than five minutes,
Captain,” William Alston replicd
miter a pause. “I had just reached
the second floor. I can't move very
¢ i"t' especially up stairs—my

ed, walted for Al-

e in the back
" Alston went on.
\Benthorne — my
lled. She and Ar-

imissed Jameson and start-
P the rear stalrway. Then [
é ed to ses Arnold, get his bide
bt the story before seecing Helen,
| started toward the study—I knew
I'd find him ‘there, Then I
changed my mind again and went
back up the stairs to Helen's
room., I—I was afraid Arnold
might be in a nasty mood. T didn't
want to quarrel with him. I hoped
fo be able to setlle this difference
between him and Helen,

“I had just reached the second

fanding when I heard the shot.
was terrified for a moment for
t seemed to come from Helen's
room. I hurrled on up the stairs,
kame down to Helen's room. I
isearched through her sitting room
bedroom—even locked into
er bath——afrald that I might find
er body. Then I came down the
t stalrs and found your officers
Helen at the door of the study,
Ym.i know the rest—"

"I can imagine your feclings,

. Alston,” Dawson obsm%.
! me,"” he went on, “was Mrs.

thorne eangry or hysterical
hen she called? Was this ‘Ui
b important that you would come

a storm at midnight?”

Alston leaned farward, Instant-
Iy alert. “I can see you're not a
Hather, Captain," he explained in-
d “When one's child s

urt a storm mauakes no difference.

@ pain has to be eased, the hurt

= lased away. Helen is my only

{ child. 1'd do anything to keep her
i happy.”

!. - . " .

AL WSON filled his pipe, tamp-

ing it carefully, then lighted iL
Al of Emolke Gimmed his db-
§ rect gaze.

“You didn't like Arnold Ben-
“vrgr well, dlghyw, M&tnn?"
mapped through the alr

liks electric sparks,
.‘::ou'ro wrong, Dawson!” Al-

countered nngr meetin

the detective's eyes. l‘!{'wu vm-;
fond of Ho was my son-
w. my partner in Alston Mo-

“You mean you married your

him {
e e
L *Liwouldn't put foo much faith

fean wo bost serve mankind, the

like to come to Amerien to chal- | cost to ourselves?” Bishop
lenge Joa Louls to another flght!Charles W. Flint, head of eastern
it he could only tigure out numa|!mteu area, Methodist church.
way of crossing the Atlantie.

Would it help any If we sent lhe|

Brown Bomber over thers, Mr.
Schmeling?

Word comes from Hollywood
that, after all the trouble they
went (o, Press agents are now
trying to un-glamorize Ann Sherl-

Soclal function. at the White |dan. The comph {s going pogl.
House are being curtalled, and R T e
guest lsta to receptions are being| State gaszoline taxes as of Aug.
limited to 100 names. Just a nice, | 1, 1838, avernged 4.46 cents a gal-
homey little crowd. |lon nod federal taxes 1 cent.

Max Schmeling says he would | welfare of the world, at 1\'hntt-\'or|
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By Sylvia

“If we're goin’ in the car, you better put on the chains—the
- sidewalks are slick as glass."”
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