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ereafure he thought her to be.
There was & time when he might
have been right. But those were
the days before Tech. He'd find
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on light" he sald. “You're going
on that hayride after all”

“Do you mean you're nol—"

“You're going, but not with me"
he interrupted.

“Say—what's this all about?”

"Dan Webber Ia going to pinch
hit for me.”

An incredulous look spread over
her face, but before she could say
anything Keith plunged on. “Hon-
est, you'll enjoy . And you'll
probably discover Dan is the swell
ogg I've been telling you he is
Now's your chance to discover iL"

Then breaking into a grin: “1
wouldn't trust you with anyone
alse.”

himself consented to escorl me
anywhere but to the guillotine?

"It is. You ought to think
about it sometime. Do you good,"
She half turned and faced him.
“Meaning—"'

“Meaning, take you, for instance,
You have sp much, and yet some-
times 1 think you have so little,”
He paused.

“Go ahead,” she sald quickly.
Her eves in the moonlight al=
most whipped him, but he man-
aged to continue,

“You just slide through things,
(aking the path of least resistance.
But you can’t do that and feel as
though you're genuinely satisfied
with yoursell. Or can you!"
That stung just a little but she
didn"t resent . “Dan—you're |
right about me, but not entirely.
[—I'm not really like that. Some-
how I've just had a faculty for |

“And—and Dan"—she placed a
hand on his arm—"I—1I don't want
fou to think that., I've given you
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> were like. Now you give me A& | gureen star Jane Withers, 13,

Keith laughed. “Why, the qur |chance. I fabove), is pictured carrying on

just jumped at the chance”
*Jumped, did he? Why, T'
bet—" Suddenly she paused,
,stared into space meditatively,
“Okary,” she sald, and there was
& smile on her face. "Maybe I'll
have more fun than I expected.”

They grew silent then and for
the rest of the ride they merely
listened to the music.

Her thoughts raced, but fore-
most among them was the fact
lhat she didn't want Dan Webber
to think she was the unpurposeful

her personal appearance comedy

act in Boston, Mass., despite

threats of prosecution. State La-

bor Commissioner James Mori-

arty had warned Jane and her

mother against wviolating state
child labor law.
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Someons in ths first wagon had
a portable victrola and a dozen
swing records. Dan and Joan
were in the second wagon, up
front, just behind the driver. An
arm's length away, Tommy Peters
fished for some music on a port-
able radio he had borrowed.

The wagons bumped slong over
e dirt road, but it was com-
fortable in the deep, warm hay.
SMind If T sort of rest my head
on your shoulder? Joan asked
rwithout looking up.

*A pleasure and an honor,” Dan
assured her, and she tossed some
hay in his face with a backward
@ip of her hand.
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