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CHAPTER INl
Tm regarded Joan quizzically
as she supervised the job of
dragging her belongings upstalrs.

*I¢ you don't mind me asking,”
mid Kay, "just what do you have
fn all thoxe cases?"

Joan registered surprise, "Why,
there im't much here at all. Had
to leave a lot of stuff at home be-
eause I didn't think there'd be
enough room for everything.”

*"You mean you had more than
this at Northwestern?!” Bonnie
Harrls Inquired Incredulously.

“Sure,” Joan struggled with a
lock. “But there were only two
in a room there."

“Oh!" Kay sald significantly.

Joan caught the note. “But don't
get me wrong,” she added hastily.
“There ought to be plenty of room
hare.”

"Of courss,” Carol eut in. Then,
glancing at her watch, “Just about
have time to unpack before dinner,
Joan."

“I'll halp you,” Marianne offered
brightly, and set about unstrap-
ping suitcases,

For more than a half hour Mari-
anne "oohed" and “ahhed” at each
thing they hung away or placed
in cramped drawer space.

There were gix formal gowns,
when no ene slse in the house had

]

“Howdy, folks,” he greeled, but |
be looked directly at Joan.

They returned his greeting in
chorus and then he looked pbove
their table and grinned.

*You sure picked the right pew.
Couldn't done better myselt if I'd
ushered you over here

They glanced up. Right above
them on the wall was an action
pleture of Kelth Rhodes,

*It's simply awful how that man
plagues us,” Chesbro sighed.

He squeezed her straw in the |
middle, cutting off the flow of
liquid. Then to Joan: “How about
ma picking you up in the moming
for a sightseeing tour of the cam-
pua? Best guide in these parts.”

“Sounds good to me," she said.
*Better pick me up at the admin-
{stration building. I've got to pay
my fees. WIIl 10 be okay?"

“It's a date,” he promised, and
waved a goodby salute to them all.

“Our great Mister Rhodes is
wasting little time," Marianne ob-
served as they walked back to the
house. . *But if you're smart you'll
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"Looked to me as though you
were doing the blocking. Anyway
—what're you doing here?™

"Paying my fess,” she told him
as they walked through the double

deors.

“Me, too,” and then he stopped
in his tracks. Thera were about
230 students in line outside the
bursar’s office.

"Looks like all the late-payers
in school had the samae idea we
did—get here early and avold the
stampede. Well, wa're juat doomed
to » long sesslon in line”

“Hey," she walled, “thatll take
an hour. I can't wait that long."

“You will—and like {t," he said
Aatly.

“Oh, will 1" Her tone was chal-
lenging, conspiring. She walked
over 1o & pay station by the wall.
He followed more out of curiosity
than anything.

“Going to call Prexy and tall
him what you think of the nasty
way he ftreats newromers, no
doubt?" he inquired.

“No dnubt-—ant‘.l_m Bu;.. Ihm
graph company
furnish a messenger to stand in
line to pay my fees for me,’ she
explained brightly.

“Clever girl, aren't you?™

*] think so.”"

teplied almost vemomously, and
walked over to take his place in

(Te Be Cembinned)

The best-man eustom st wed-
dings originated In caveman days.
Grooms carried off their brides by
force, and a faithful friend helped
In the sscapes by warding off at-
tacks by the girl's kinsmes.

Ian the New England states, the
distinetion between hucklsberries
and blueberries Is finesly drawa,
but in the soutk and middle west
the mames are more or less eonm-
tused by the layman.
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the American flag from desecra-
tion.

more than three . . . tricky sweater
sels and sporiswear of every de-
scription . . . and Marlanne eount-
od 11 pairs of shoes.

“Gee,” she asald breathlessly.
“Where we going to put all this?
The room is bulging at the seams
already.”

Joan locked up, her face Sughad.
*I give up,” she replied mourn-
fully. “Guess Il have to ship
some of this junk back home™
There was a sacrilege in Mari-
anne’s velce, “Junk! I wish I had
junk lke this™
Carcl met Joan at the foot of
the stairs after sha had showered
and changed clothes. She ushered
her into the living reom for more
introductions.
Fredhmen were required o live
n university dormlitories, but
thers were about a dosen girls she
kad not yet met.

It wasn't instinet which #old
Joan she was the ecenmter of all
eyes, It was all too apparemt
Suddenly ahe withed her arrival
hadn't been quite se theatrical
Not that she had meant it that
way—but as far back as she could
remember, everything she did was
along the lines of the spectacular

As gracioualy as possible she set | -

about breaking through their re-
serve. “Have any trouble with
diets?™ gha asked Carol

Carol laughed. *Oh, ence in »
whiles some of the girls start count-
ing calories, but for the most part
we manage to please everyone™

She looked at Joan for a moment
and then eontinued. “Why—any-
thing in particular to which you're
allergie?” .

“Absolutely nothing. I'm ene of
those fortunate souls who can eat
m’uﬂ”“n

"I'm glad”™ Carol said simply,
and Joan knew exactly what she
meant.

After dinner, girls who were ex-
pecting dates went up to dress.
The rest, Joan included, adjourned
to the terrace. The cool l1ate Sep-
tember air was like a tonic as Joan
telaxed in a comfortable wicker
thair,

Marianne and Flaine Chesbre
lounged in a glider beside her and
told her about school, the Tech
cthapter of Alpha Nu, and them-
selves. About an hour later Carel
cama out and suggested they walk
down to the Varsity for cokes.

LI I

’rﬂ! Varslty was & typleal eol-

lege hangout. Twosomes and
foursomes filled small booths. On
the wall hung plctures of Tech
football teams, varsity mens, ple-
tures of homecoming queens and
thelr court, and prom shots.

Someone put a coin in the slec-
tric nickelodeon and got a het
Kay Kyser number,

They squeezad inlo a booth and
after a few minutes m perspiring,
harassed student walter took thelr
orders.

"We did ckay," Chesbro ob-
served, “Orders taken In four
minutes as the crow flles. Urually
walt 18"

It was just after they finished
their drinks that Kelth Rhodes
walked in with Barney Hughes,
football captain.

Almost immediately, {t seemed,
Keith spotted them and picked his
way over while Hughes stopped to
chat QEJW booth,
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“Oh, I'Nl shave mysel{—I couldn’t afford to go to a barber-
* shop twice a day, 'til I had a good job, anyway”
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