1 ——————————————

® SERIAL STORY

THE NEWS AND THE HERALD. KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON

WORKING WIVES

_~BY LOUISE HOLMES

COPYRIGHT, 1838,
MEA BERVICE. ING

Yeaterdny) Dolly arrives as
Marian :r;r-n- to leave for the
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ki her hopea of n[nlll-x
.ﬁ tove, her efforts fo repalr
the wreckage of their marring c
sha naks Dolly te eall ¢
doctor, “It's geing te happem nrr
anon.

CHAPTER XXX

I'r was afier midnight. The hos-

pital was quiet, The corridors
were dark except for shaded
lamps on the nurses’' desks. Now
and then a red light flashed overa
door, reflecting itself in the shin-
ing floor, In n brightly lighted
room, Marian was being lifted to
a rubber-tired cart. She was pale,
her exes black with suffering. She
caught Dolly's hand,

“You'll go with me?”

Dolly raised her eves to the still
genial face of Dr. Moss. “'May 17"

He nodded.

Marinn sald, “I'm going to be
brave, Dolly, But it I should for-
get myself, if I should beg for
Dan, don't weaken, don't send for
him. I've oxplained how I feel
about Dan. I want to be ready for
him, Promise me."

“I promise.”

“And—if anything should hap-
pen—" She bit a quivering lip.

“Yes, dear.”*

“Tell him that I was brave. Tell
him that I was happy to have his
baby. Try to make him under-
stand how much I love him—how
much T have slways loved him."

“You'll tell him yourself, dar-
ling" Dolly held her hand as the
cart was trundled down the quiet
hall. She stood by staunchly.
‘When Marian cried out, “Dan—
Dan—" she soothed her gently.
After that there was blessed ob-
livion for Marian,
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THE sun was making a reclan-

gular patch on the carpet when
she awoke. She stirred and Daolly
went to the bed. She kissed Mar-
fan's white cheek,

“It's all over, darling,” she sald.

“A girl?"

“Yes, Dr. Moss says that she is
the most beautiful little girl."”

YA  beautiful little girl. Her
name is Glad—Glad Harkness.”
Marian's long lashes fell, she was
asleep. She looked very young
and smnll in the high white bed.

They took Glad home after two
weeks. Randy and Delly and a
strangely thaken Marian, took her
home. Randy had been doubtful
about the small apartment, He m
suggested larger quarters
nurses, a fleet of them, he sald.
Marian had refused.

“No‘ ethe had sald. “Glad's
father m‘poﬂing her™

YING wcekl !ol‘.l.om Mar-
ian's strength was slow in re-
turning; Ahe baby's food formula
had ﬁ Be changed and changed

nnlﬂ.--&'hl summer heat came
early,-long scorching days, humid
nights. Slanﬂtuﬂ.r Marian cared

she
watlched her development with a
half fearful awe. To Marian, the
tiny infant was a miracle, a God-
given miracle.

Randy and Dolly came every
day. They quletly installed com-
forts, an electric refrigerator
which the apartment did not
afford, fans, linen sheets, which
were cooler than muslin, Marfan
grew thin, blue shadows made her
eyes enormous, her hands were
rough from daifly laundry work.

Dolly expostulated, she begged,
she even became arfgry. Randy
talked earnestly to Marlan, They
were friends. What were friends
for, amyway? He'd send a maid,
two malds—better still, he'd find
an apartment near the lake.

Marian siood firm. Wearily she
reiterated the old theme. 'Dan
says to stick it out, Dan says if
you accomplish a thing yourself,
you have pride—"

“But Dan would send you more
money if he knew,” Randy argued.
"l\’:n're losing welght—you'll be
rick.”

"“But Glad is gaining—she's all
right."

“She'd gain faster—"

“Dr. Moss says she is perfect.”
Marian laid a beseeching hand on
his arm. “I'd erawl on my knees
to ask for help if the baby needed
It. But she doesn't. Dan and 1
wre providing for her. Please lot
me do this, Please let me do it
the hard way.! &
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THEY let her llune afier that,

standing by, ready. July was
A nightmare of burning heat and
parched winds. Toward the end
of July, Glad developed a heat
rath, she fretied and had a litle
fever. Marian's hollow eyes be-
came frenzind pools. That was
when Randy and Dolly stepped in.

Dolly had said crosely, “I guess
you can pay a visit to your best
friend. I pguess Dan wouldn't
mind that."

They drove for hours, finally
stopping at & white cottage (n the
cool darkness of deep woods, Lakes
Michigan danced and sparkled
beyond the trees. A fresh little
breeze rustled the leaves, Marlan
rtumbled as she stepped from the
car and Randy carried her to a
eoal, green nand white bedroom.

Doing so, he multered, "And we
didn't get you here a moment oo
noon, young lady. In fact, hardly
roon enough.”
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TB!: August days were like a
bliesful dream. Marian lay in

her bed, sleeping, rousing to look
with mﬂmu-d eyes at the baby
who, under the able ministrations
of the nurse, lost her rash® and
fever immedistely. After a few
days, h:;pi;n mcﬂ to the wide
poreh I e to ldly hope
'n;phn ond dream.

8 weeks hurried by and she
awoke g’ch morning o new
strengih. " Sha could feel energy
and vitality humming through her

veins. She swam and rested, she
tanned a beautiful brown, rich
color dyed her cheeks and lips.

The baby was a rollicking, pink
and white bit of gladness.

With the coming of September,
Marian realized the time had come
te think about tha long trip to
Portland. Marian wanted to go,
she was well and strong, the baby
was old enough to travel. Instine-
tively, she shrank from going. It
meant so much, that journey to
Portland, so very much. Dan's let-
ters had not shown one sign of
interest, had given her not one
shred of hope.

- - .
ON Sept, 10, Randy's chauffeur
took them back to the apart=
ment. Dolly had made it ready.
There was food in the refrigera~
tor, The rooms had been cleaned
and aired.

Marian set a day for her leav-
ing and she worked toward it
feverishly. A few new clothes for
Glad, who had outgrown every-
thing, a few conveniences for
travel, She had her own old
dreszes changed a bit and cleaned.

On the last night, with nothing
left but a bed and one chair, these
to be called for on the marrow,
Marian sat in the bare emptiness,
the baby in her arms.

“We're going to see your daddy,
Glad," she said softly,

The baby crowed and kicked
and threw her litlle arms about,
She had a straight, strong back
and straight, strong legs. Marian
sften likened her to a rose bud—
f a rose bud could have shining
blue eyes. Her hair was definitely
teddish and Marian loved it. The
ends duck tailed engagingly, it
was thick and silken. She laughed
ind hugged the small body.

‘“We'll see your daddy in a few
days,” she “Oh, Glad,
will he want us? You're to be my

my preclous for

sftering, mift
nim."

Randy and Dolly took them ta
he train.  Litting the baby from

Marian's arms,  Randy sald,
"\'nu‘\'v got  something hrn-.
| Marian."

She laughed. “Naturally I think
o To herself she sald, "I have
4one one perfect thing. It is

enough tn make up for all the ,

' things T didn't do?”’
(To Be Concluded)

BRAVE MAN—A cabinet
veleran, Constantine Argetolanu
{above) is premler of Rumania,
succeeding to the post left va-
cant by the Sepl. 21 assassina-
tion of Premier Calinescu. The
Istter was a bitter foe of pro-
Nazi lron Guardista,
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